
CHl:.CK LIST OF TRINIDAD SNAKES 
by Hans Boos 

(Emperor Valley Zoo, Port of Spain). 

Since Emsley (1963, Copeia No. 3. Sept. 25. pp. 576-·577.) published 
·A Consideration of the List of Snakes Recorded from Trinidad' a com
plete listing of the Snakes of Trinidad with literature references has not 

heen made. 

Herewith is given such a list, based on the most recent availabk 
literatur;;;. Wherever necessary, notes have been added. 

Family: Typhlopidae. 
1. Typhlops trinitatus Richmond 

1 Typhlops sp. Emsley, No. 3: 576 

1965 Typhlops trinitatus Rkhmond, Proc. Biol. Soc. 
78:121,fig, l 

Family: Lertoty phlo pidae. 

2. Leptotyphlops goudotii goudotii (Dumeril and Bibron), new 
combination. Note: This Leptotyphlops was considered to be 
the species albifrons by Wehekind (Trinidad Snakes-Roy. Vic. 
Inst. Mus. Trinidad, Misc. Pap. No. I· I _'g, reprinted in J. Brit. 
(;uiana Mus. and Zoo!. No. 27) who quoted Mole's 'The Snakes 
of Trinidad' (Port-of-Spain Gazette. 192 6) who had quoted 
Boulenger ( 1896, Cat. Snakes Brit. Mus.) who listed it as Glau
conia albifrons (Wagler). When Wchekind published 'Notes on the 
Food of the Trinidad Snakes' (l 95 5, Brit. J, Herpet. 2: 9-13) he 
used Leptotyphlops tenella ( L. albifrons). 

In the review of the Genus 
Museo Nacional de 
Part L Snakes. J. A. Peters and B. Smithonian 
Inst. Press the difference between the above and 
the following is the presence or absence of contact between the 
supra.ocular and supra.labial scales. 

2A Leptotyphlops teneUa Klauber 

1939 Leptotyphlops tenella Klauber, Trans. San Diegp 
Soc. Nat. Hist., 9: 5 9, figs 1 a-lb. 
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Family: Boidae. 

3. Boa constrictor constrictor Linnaeus 

1960 Boa constrictor constrictor-Forcart, Herpetologica, 

7: 199. 

4. Corallua enydris cookli Gray 

1951 Coralla enydris cookil- Forcart, Herpertologica, 7: 

197. 

5. Epiaates cenchria maurWI Gray 
1935 Epicrates cenchria maurus Stull, Pro. Boston Soc. 

Nat. Hist., 40:396. 

6. Eunecte&'murinu.s 1i8as (latrielle) 
1936 (Eune:ctes murinus) gigas-< Dunn and Conant, Proc. 
Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., 88: 503. 

rarnily: Colubridae. 

Subfamily: Colubrinae-(Aglypha} 

7. Helie.ops anaulatus (Linnaeus) 
1830 Helie.ops angulatus-Wagler, Nat. Syst. Amphib.:171. 

8. Ninia atrata {Hallowell) 
1860 Ninia atrata-Cope, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., 

1860:340. 

9. Mastigodryas boddaerti dunni (Stuart), new combination. 
1941 Mastiaodryas boddaerti dunni-Stuart,, Misc. Bull. 
Mus. ZooL Univ. Mich., 49: 76, pl. 3, fig. 6. · 

Note: This is the snake listed by Wehekind, quoting Mole, 
and Boulenger who called it Drymobius boddaerti Sentz. 
The present listing fot Trinidad given above is in fact 
one for Tobago. (1933 Stuart, Occ. Pap. Mus. Zoo!. 
Univ. Mich., 254:5). In the most recent listing of Neo
tropical Squamata there is no specific listing of either the 
Genus MastilJodryas or Drymobius on Trinidad. The des
cription in the key given for the differentiation of the sub
species dunni and boddaerti, says that the Tobago form, 
dunni, has two lateral light stripes while boddaerti, not 
stated to be specifically found on Trinidad, has a single 
lateral stripe, which is a characteristic of the snakes seen 
on Trinidad. The position as to what this snake found on 
Trinidad really is, is further confused by a listing of Masti· 
aodryas amarali {Stuart) as coming from Tobago as well 
(1970 Catalogue of Neotropical Squamata. Part I. p. 191.) 
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and whose also conforms to the appearance 
of the Trinidad form. It is also stated that M. amarali 
is found on Magarita Island north of the Venezuelan 

mainland. 

To further cloud the issue, a species and subspecies of 
the Genus Drymobius, called margaritiferus marguitiferus 
(Schlegel) (named for Mar~arita Island?) is listed as coming 
from "along Caribbean Coast to northern South America" 
This distribution could include the Island of Marga_rita, as 
is suggested by the name, as well as the island of Trinidad, 
which again is not listed specifically for any of these snakes, 
The description of D. m. margaritiferus as having, "dorsal 
pattern reticulate, each scale green surrounded by black" 
exactly fits the appearance of specimens of this snake known 
as "Machette Couresse" found by this writer on the islands 
of Heuvos and Chacachacare between Trinidad and 
Venezuela. Mole ( 1926 Snakes of 
also found on Gaspa:ree 
some clarification is made, and in the absence of a ____ ,,.,_ 
listing of either Drymobius or Mastigodryas for Trinidad, 
it is suggested the one above be accepted. 

I 0 Pseustes sulphureus sulphureus (Wagler J 

1937 PseUBtes sulphureus sulphureus-Brongersma, Zool. 
Meded., 20: 6, figs. la-b. 

i l. Pseustes poecilonotus polylepill (Peters) 

19 3 7 Paeustes(poecilonot us polylepsis)-Bro ngersma, Zoo 1. 
Meded., 20: 6. 

12. Spilotes pullatus pullatus (Linnaeus) 

1929 Spilotes puu&tus pullatus-Amaral, Mem. Inst. Butan
tan, 4:277, fig. I. 

13. Drymarchon oorais oorai!I 

Note: None of the recent or for this 
known in Trinidad as the "Yellow-Tail Cribo" take into 
consideration or acknowledge its distinctive colouration 
that gives it its name. Drymarchon eorais wraia, having a 
dirty .yellow or orange tail, has not been specifically du· 
cribed or attributed to Trinidad. Beebe (1946, Zoologica, 
31 :27)describes this "Yellow-Tail Cribo" from Guyana and 
Venezuela. The Genus Drymarchon was first used by 
Fitzinger in 1843 and the species corais by Boie in 1827 

when he described Coluber corais as coming from 
"America". 

14. Cbironius carinatus (Linnaeus) 
1922 Chironius carinatus- Ruthven, Misc. Pub!. Mus. Zoo!. 

Univ. Mich., 8.65. 

Is. Leptophis ahaetulla coeruleodorsus Oliver 

195!! Leptophis ahaetulla (coeruleodorsus)-lnt. Comm. 

Zool. Nom<'n., ·Op. 524:270. 

16. Leptophis riveti Despax 

Note: Oliver ( !94!! Bull Amer. Mus. Nat Hist. 'J2 ~~O. 

figs. 4 5 .l describes tills as Thalerophis riveti using the old 
namL' tor the (;l~nus Emsley (Cop.:ia !9li31 lists Leptophis 
reveti. TlllS error 1s hereby noted Emslcy suggests 

that rivcti ;~ia) in fa,;t he· 1nH~I Tubag.o, ;111<l not from 

Trimdad. 

l -, . Leimadophi.s melanotus (Shaw) 

1929 Leimadophis melanotws ,Amral, Mem. Inst. Butiln· 

tan. 4: 166. 
1966 Leimadophis melanotu.s Roze, Orfidio~ deYenezuela: 

159. fig. 38 

18 Leimadophis reginae reginae (Linnaeus) 

1935 Leimadophis reginae (reginae)-Amaral, Men. Inst. 

Butantan. 9 23a. 

19. Liophill cobeUa (Linnaeus) 

1925 Liophis cobella-Amara!. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., 67 

(24):7. 

20. Hydrops trianguJaris neglect us Roze 
1957 Hydrops triangularis neglectus Roze, Acta. Biol. 
Venezuelica. ~-78, 13c. 

Atractus trilineatus Wagler 
1~2R Atractus trilineatus W.i)!lcr. Isis von Oken, 21·742. 

pl. I 0 figs. I 4. 

22. Erythrolampru.s aesculapii aesculapii I Linn'-1~\Js I 

1863 Erythrolamprus Aesculapii ( Aesculapiil- Jan, Arch. 
loo! Anat. Fis., 2:314 

~ot.;: Thou~h it is not specifically ;;tate<l in the most recent 
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list of South American Snakes that the aesculapli 

comes from Trinidad, the species aescu.lapii is listed for 
Trinidad (Emsley. Cope.la 1963) as differing from aesculapil 

(ocellatus) found on Tobago. The form on Trinidad is very 

different from the one from Tobago in colour paitem, and 
whatever physical differences that there are, may be soon 
resolved. The only specimen of this snake found on 

Trinidad was recently sent to Prof. Robert Mertens for his 
appraisal of its status. 

Family: Colubridae. 

Subfamily: Boiginae-( Opisthoglypha) 

23. Tantilla melanocephala melanocephala (Linnaeus) 

l 943 Tantilla melanocephala melanocephala Schmidt aml 
Walker. Zoo!. Ser. Field Mus. ~at. !list.. '.!4: 318. 

:4. Siphlophis ceninus i. Li Llrenti) 

1964 Siphlophis cirvinus Hoge. M t.>m. Inst. B uta nta n. 30 
( 1960-621: 43' 

Kore: This snake should he considered rare. Jt has not bl.'i:n 

,:ollected since 19 25 I Mole}. T!HS was on Ortinola Esta!<'. 
Maracas Valley. 

25. Tripannurgos compressus (Daudin) 

1896 Trypannurgos compressus-Bouknger, Cat, Sn. Brit. 
Mus., 3:58. 

26. hnantodes cenchoa cenchoa -Linnaeus 

1942 (lmantodes cenchoa) cenchoa-Smith, Proc. U.S. Nat. 
Mus., 92:348. 

27. Leptodeira an~ulata ashmeadi (Hallowell) 
1958 Leptodeira ann11lata ashmeadi-Duellman, Bull. Amer. 
Mus. Nat. 114:43. 

Note: The characteristics used to put the Trinidad form of 

Leptodeira into the above seem so that 
it is my that this matter is far from settled. 

28. (Uyrhopus petola petola (Linnaeus) 

I 946 Oxyrhopus petola petola - Beebe. Zoolog1,;a, 31: 37. 

;::9. Clelia clelia clelia ma udin l 

1944 Clelia clelia clelia Dunn. ( 'aldasia. 3 i I 2 ): 20 I. 
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30. Pseudoboa neuwiedii (Dumeril, Bibron and Dumeril) 

1901 Pseudo boa neuwiedii-Stej neger .Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., 
:;!4: 189. 

31. Oxybelis aeneus (Wagler) 

1830 (Oxybelis) aeneus-Wagler, Nat. Syst. Amphib. 183. 

Note: Emsley (Copeia, 1963) seems to retain in the list the 

species Oxybelis fu.Jaidus from Trinidad solely because 
'Patos Island which was administratively part of Trinidad 

until 194:'" He clues not make his point clear. Palos Island 

was ham.led b:h:k to Venezuela on Sept. 29, 1942. Thus 

Oxybelis fu.lgidus, found there, and never collected on 

Trinidad. shouicl no longer he inl'luded in the list of 
Trinidad Snakes. 

trinitatis Parker 

1960 Dipsas variegata trinitatis Peten. i'.-fr;,· Pub!. .\\us 
Znol. t_lmv '.1.-fatL. 11413'>. 

33. Sibon nebulata nebulata \Linnaeus) 

1960 Sibon _ nebulata nebulata-Peters, Misc. Pub!. Mus. 

Zoo. Univ. Mich .. I 14: 199. 

Family: l::lapidac. 

34. Micrurus leminiscatus diutius Burger 

1955 Micnuus lemniscatus diutius Burger. BoL \!us. Cien. 
Nat., Caracas. UL 

35. Micrurus psyches circinalis (Dumcril, Bibron and Dumeril) 

1967 Micrurus psyches circinalis-Roze, Amer Mus. No
vitates, 2287:40. 

Crotalinae. 

36. Bothropa atrox 
17.58 Coluber antrox Linnaeus, Systema Naturac, Ed. 
lO:n2 

37. Lachesis muta muta ( Linrrn..:us) 

1951 Lachesis muta muta Taylor, Univ. KansJs Sei Bull. 
34: 184. 



Note: In the "Catalogue of the Neotropical Squamata: Part J. 
Snakes" there is a listing for Trinidad as follows:-

Family: Anomalapididae. 
Typhlophis squamosus (Schlegel) 

1893 Typhlophis squamosus - Boulenger, Cat. Sn. Brit. 
Mus., l: 5 7. This is the first indication in any list, that either 
this Family of Genus is to be found on Trinidad. A search 
in the reference literature, which is not readily available, 
for the origin of this listing will have to be conducted and 
verification that a specimen from Trinidad islllnd does 
exist must be produced before consideration can be given 
to including this species in the list of the Snakes of 
Trinidad. 

REPORT ON THE EFFECT OF THE VENOM OF THE 
COLUBRID SNAICE THE 'RATONEL' PSEUDOBOA NEUWIEDII 

by Hans Boos 
(Emperor Valley Zoo, Port-of-Spain). 

The Ratonel or Ratonero, Pseudoboa neuweidii is a fairly common 
make in Trinidad. The young are distinctly marlccd, being bright pink. 
or red on the body, having a dark brown or black head. and there is a 
collar of dirty-white or yellow separating the head ::ind body colours. 
The belly is.white. In the adult, the colours fade to a pinkish-brown on 
the body with a dark brown head. The pale collar is missing. 

It bdongs to\~. group of the Colubrids, the Boiginae. which are known 
to have some degree of venom which is delivered from modified, en
larged, grooved teeth situated in the back of the upper jaw. 

Very little is known of the amount of venom these snakes can in
ject in a bite or the effect on animals other than the usual prey. 

The Ratonel as well as the Night Snake, Leptodeira an· 
nulata and the Horse Whip, Oxybelis aeneus, immobilize their prey 
quite quickly by using their venom. The lizards of the Genus Anolill 
are killed within 30-60 seconds by the venom. 

To effect a venomous bite, these back-fanged snakes, the Opisibog· 
lyphs, sei.Ze their prey and begin to swallow immediately, then bringing 
the enlarged teeth into play, they inject venom. The struggles of the 
lizard are seen to cease within seconds of this bite. 

28 

In my experience, bites on the fingers of humans caused an itching 
sensation. It is fairly certain in these cases that the back-fangs were 
used, as in one inslance, the whole of the index finger was swallowed 
by the rapid feeding habits of the Ratoncl. 

There have been human deaths caused by back-fanged snakes. The 

famous herpetologist, Dr. Karl Schmidt was bitten by the African 
)loomslang, Dispholidus typus and died. The East African Vine Snake, 
Thelotomis kirtlandi is known to be capable of killing a man. 

An indication of the potency of the venom of the Ratonel, and 
thereby of two of its closest relatives in Trinidad, the Black Cribo, 
Clelia clelia, and the False Coral, Oxyrhopus petola, is suggested by the 
following events. 

\fr. Charlie Forde of La Pastora, Santa Cruz, re-
to me that at 2 .00 a. m., on the morning of the 23rd April, 1974, 

the noise of a cat in distress woke him. H~ investigated and saw that 
!here was a snake in his with its head through the one-inch mesh 
wire biting into the neck of the nL'1ghbour's cat in the yard next 
Joor. The cat was "squawhng" and was pulled up against the wire by 

the strength of the snake's grip. The snake was alive and was seen to he 
writhing about. He did nut interfere with the animals and went back to 
bed. The noise of the cat continued for some ti.me and then stopped 

In the morning, in the drain on his side of the fence was the snake he 
had seen the night before. It was dead. On the other side of the fence 
was the cat, also dead. 

I examined and identified the snake as a Ratonel, Pseudoboa 
neuweidii. It was 37:.6 inches long. There was clotted blood obscuring 
the teeth rows in the upper as well as the lower jaw. 

There was a series of holes 2 inches behind the head in a pattern 
conforming to the placing of the c<rnincs of a large house cat. There 
were three holes in an arc over the dorsal surface, the piv(ital point 

another hole an inch anterior to the other three. These 
the of the snake. 

There were several more pum:tures in pairs conforming to the bite 
of a cat, in locations along the rest of the body. These also had punctured 
the body cavity. Autopsy of the snake showed blood in .the body cavity 
from several punctures, one being in the heart. The cat was not avail
able for examination. 

A reconstruction of what might have happened is given here, using 
the evidence given by Mr. Forde, and the condition of the snake. 
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