populations fell mainly between 0800 hr and noon and generally
follows another type of behaviour. ffrench (1980) reported that
the kiskadee calls at dawn, well before sunrise with its
characteristic 3 or 4 syllables, "Qu'est-ce qu'il dit". Therefore,
P. sulphuratus calls before dawn, but starts feeding after 0600
hr (local time). However it is possible that the behaviour of the
fish (eg. by swimming to the surface) may have influenced the
behaviour of the kiskadees but this aspect has not been
investigated.
In Trinidad, P. sulphuratus is an omnivorous feeder, with
insects (e.g. beetles, mole crickets), fruits (e.g. palms, peppers),
lizards, fledgling birds and fish (collected from a seine) forming
components of its diet (ffrench 1980). However, it was
previously felt that fish was not a common food item although
since this study kiskadees have been observed at the San
Fernando Wharves catching and feeding on fish (Chadee,
unpublished data) and Stiles and Skutch (1989) report feeding
on small fish in the way described above. Further studies on this
interesting feeding behaviour should be conducted.
From this study in SI. Joseph, it can be concluded that an
effective way to observe feeding by P. sulphuratus in the field is
to expose food or seek out appropriate feeding sites between

0600 and 1200 hr, and especially between 1000 - 1200 hr, after
sunrise. Indeed, such information will be useful also to
investigators or ornithologists wishing to witness feeding in
nature.
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Great Kiskadee preying on mouse
By LEONARD BENTLEY

At about 10.30 a.m. on 2nd June 1989 I was
sitting on the verandah of my apartment in Flagstaff, Port
of Spain, when a Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus)
flew up with a mouse in its beak. It flew on to a branch of
a small ornamental tree only a rew reet away and
proceeded to bash the mouse against the branch it was
perching on, kingfisher style. I was not able to identify
the mouse, but it was probably a common house mouse,
and it may not have been quite fully grown. I did not see
the bird pick up the mouse, so it mayor may not have
been alive when the kiskadee seized it. However, long
after the mouse was clearly dead the bashing continued.

lOOth Anniversary Issue:

living World Journal of The Trinidad & Tobago Field

NalUrali ~t ~'

For several seconds at a time the bird would stop and do
nothing before resuming.
Suddenly it flew up on to an electricity wire,
where it continued baShing but now made repeated
attempts to swallow the mouse. It was joined by its mate.
When the first bird dropped the mouse the mate retrieved
it and it too tried to swallow it. Both birds new into a
nearby stand of bamboo and were lost to sight. It is
therefore not known whether the mouse was eventually
swallowed, but both birds clearly recognised it (when
dead with the second bird) as a food item.
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