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Scarthyla vigilans is a small frog in the family Hylidae 

and ditches (Barrio-Amorós et al. 2006). Males have been 
known to call from relatively high perches on grasses 

whereas females typically perch on the lower parts of 
plants (Barrio-Amorós et al. 2006). 

This species was previously only known from mainland 

recorded in the southwestern peninsula of Trinidad (Smith 
et al. 2011). Based on our subsequent observations, we 
herein report a range expansion for the species on Trinidad.

Scarthyla vigilans -

and other members of the herpetology group saw and heard 
several specimens calling from grasses adjacent to streams 

Scarthyla vigilans were also observed in Nariva Swamp 

Nariva Swamp Bioblitz 2014 event. R.A. saw and heard 
several frogs calling from grasses on the side of a road 

Scarthyla vigilans were also observed 

heard several individuals calling from grasses next to water 

It is possible, given the numbers seen, that the species has 
been present at these locales without prior detection for 
some time and it appears that populations are more wide-
spread across Trinidad than originally thought.
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Fig. 1.  Scarthyla vigilans. Photo: J. Murphy.
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