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"THE FIELD NATURALIST

BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB

24th March, 1975.
CLUB ACTIVITIES IN AFRIL

Saturday 5th April -~ An exhibiticon and worksheop st Bisheop Anstey High Schoel,
9.00 aum, -~ 12.00 neon. This will be an informal affair
with the theme "What is this thing called Conservation?!.

It is specifiece )y Tor Junior Members but other visitors will
be weleome tpo. Refreshments available,

Thursday 10th April - Monthly Mecting at 5t. #ary's College Library at 5,30 p.m,

LECTURE "Perspectives in Pollution Abatement®
by Dr. Emru D. Millette.

Saturday 12th Aprdil - A field trip for Junior Members to the Arena Forest,
Cumuto. Observation of wvarious aspects of Forest
Managewent, Re-afforestation, Cultivation of Pinus caribbes,
Natural Regeneration of native species etct The tour is
being led by # Forest Officer. Bring along your lunch.
Dep, St. Mary's Collegs, Powbroke S5t., at B.00 a.m,
Short stop Curepe Juenction, C.R. Highway, 8.20 a.m.

Please noti7y the President, Mr. 6. E. L, Laforest or the
Hor, Seeretary, Mr lan Lambie if you want to come so that
transport can be arranged if necessary.

Saturday 26th/

‘Sunday 27th April ~ Annual turtle watching and tagging excursion to the North
Coast beaches, east of Blanchisseusea.
Meat at the "Saddle" i.e. the junction of the roads from
Maraval and Santa Cruz on ihz way to the North Coast at
7,30 a.m, prompt, as we have a long drive and o long hike.

The Club is not making arrangements for a beat from dlanchisseuse, sO expect to

walk unless you want to make your own arrangements with 2 boatman. You should bring
food, water, sleeping bag or blanket, torch, waterproof? and other neceasities, but
try not to be overloaded.

There will be leaders for groupa at Paria, Hurphy and Grond Tacarib beachasa; in
choosing where to stay, please bear in mind what has happenaed in the past two yeors.
The wvast majority of members have pressed or to Tacarib, leaving inadequate numbers
at Paris and Murphy to patrol the beaches wzight through the night, then exhausted
from the hike most have fallen asleep at nightfall and even with 40 Field Naturalists
out "the turtle got away" - without a tag. Let’s use our resources to better effect
this year! There is a beautiful river pool for bathing mid-woy between Paria and
Murphy beaches.

EL _TUC!'CHE EXCURSION CANCELLED

The March excursion had to be concelled due to the shortage of petroleum gas,
but Dr. Brisn Cooper will lsad any members who wish %o climb Tucuche on o day to be
arranged later in April or in early May. An anrouncement will be made at the Club's
Meeting on April 10th or phone Brian Coopsr st 656.2251 for detzils.

N.B, If you are ever unsure whether o maeting is taking place or not get in touch
with the Hon. Secretary or sny other Comittee member,

ANNUAL _SUBSCRIPTIONS

If this item is marked by oo A} your subscription for 1975 is OVERDUE. Please
pay up wow or let the Treasurer know that you do not wish to remain a member and
save us the time and money of chasing you. Subs., Members $5, J.M's $2,50

ANNUAL REPORT 1974 and PROGRAMME 1575

Hoth these items have been distributed to members at meetings, and if you are
unable to ecolleest yours at a mesting or directly from the Hon. Secretary please get
in touch with him. (%2,.23624) and =3¢ %2 have them nosted to you,



ND-DONE FOR BIRDS

There was a very disappointing audience of only about 50 people at th? ?nrt of
Spain Town Hall on Thurzday 27+4h February to see Mr. Derxrick England's magnificent
colnured slides of birds and animeis., The Committiee would be interested to learn
whether it was the tdrz. plasce oo subject thot deterred memboers from coming, so that
we zan avoid the er arcassment .0 dinwviting an eminent spesksr to = large hall, to
give a "popular" lechturs ond Tind 1t thrse-guarters empty.

Thase of us present wer— delighted when Mr Englond began showing us our own
birds, only larger and slearex than we ever see them! We then travellsd round the
world wia Australia, Indis, E.Africa and S.Europs. Mr England introduced each new
continent with 2 typical view ¢ sat the sceone and then showed us some of its birds
describing courtship behaviour, migzaticn or Teeding hobits for different birds as
o W, mg.  The sequence of pictures illustrating the peck ordexr among hymras
and different kinds of wulitures after 2 pride of lions has finished with o kill was
particularly memaorable. T hapa that the Junicr Menbers can give their Easter
vacasion events bottor suppori.

TURTLES . TURTLES TURTLES TURTLES TURTLES TURTLES TURTLES 'TURTLES TURTLES

Sinece the disastrous nesting season for Lestherback turtles in 1974 the Club
has been making renewed efforts to haowe the existing inadequaote legislotion for the
protaction of turtles changed od the low amended to include the recommendaotions
centained in the report "The Stotus o d Managament of the Sen Turtle Resourves of =2
Trinidad and Tobagc" by Peter Escon, which was Tirst submitted to the Minister of
Agriculture in 1973,

In July 1974 Mr Lambie presentc’ cur case to the Minister of Agriculturs, and
the Minister instructed the Actang Fishevies Officer to inke stepe to hove the law
omended to extend thc close ssason by two months so that it commenced on fipril lst
instead of June lst as 2w present; other changes w.ia to be made at the same tims,
In December Mr Lombiz agoin =aw the Minister, at the request of the Chamber of
Commerce, and found thot mo progress had been made.

In Jonuary 1375 Mr Lombie cortacted the Senicr Fisheries OFficer who claimed
that he did not kno onythdng obout the projosed changes, and the person whe had
been meting for him, and who received the Mdnister's instruction in July 1974,
‘Admitted that he had done nothing, This s very disappointing as all the promises
made and assurances given haowe aofior six monthe resulted in no progress at all and

£

here we are =t e start oFf another Leatharback necting saason,

Howevaer, Mr Lombiec ond the President n? the Club, Mx 6. E. L., Latorest have
taken it upon themselves to write an amendme + to the existing laow ineorporating
changes which ore essential For the survival of Lestherback turtles a3 =2 breeding -
species in Trinidad ;nd Tobogo. Tha proposed amendment is close to tha Regulation
of 1351, which was supec .eded by the existing Regulation of 1952,

The main chonges jroposed are:-

1] Full protection for turtle eggs throughout the yesr, d.e., it would be
illegn) to remove egos ot any time,

2) It would be illegal to have, buy or sell turtle eggs at any time,
3) Tt would he illegal tno cateh or kill a turtle, sell or buy turtle meat
between March lst and September Joth,

4) Fine increasad to 1,000 dollars, Imprisonment increased to 6 months,

This proposed amendment has becin sznt to the Ministry of Agriculture and the
legal daPaxtmenb, end We ewsi. their response, Meanwhile, pleasa take avary
opportunity you can to promcte the cause i turtls conservation, and if every one of
our 250 plus members mekes at least one turtle patrol we can hope to make some impact,

JMTLE TAGGING PATROLS 1975

Regular patrels are made at Las Cuevas and Matura b 4 :
May and Juns to col’ect biclogical information and tn BtgsaiggsaizzzgggzuzfAzz:iin
fﬁmﬂlLB on the beascnes, Fatrols at l.as Cucvas ara co~ordinoted by Mr Eric Lafor E
(62.21745) and those ot Maturn by Beoff Gibbs (£62.3597), If you haven't been :S
potrol before get in touch with anc of them, but 4if ynu'ara Ffamiliar with the S
genernl routine try to organise a patrol vourself., N.B, Check with Exic or Beaff

before setting out to avoid sove—e : i
bk q a avoid saveral gooups patrolling the some beach on ths sames




R P
Turtle Tagging Patrols Cont'd..,

Take with you on a patrol:-~ Torech, oldest sandshoes, pencil, paper and
measuring tape.

'
b

If you gee a turtle:-

{a) Try not o distuch it. — .

(b} Only gn near it if it is nesting = i.8. don't dintezfer if it is erawling up
the heach.

(o) Look for a tag om the front flipper. HAead and WRITE DOWN the number.

{d) Hote the tiwe of night, weather conditiocns, any scars or injuries, and any

other information you Tind of interest.

{e) Try to identify the type of turtla. Thers is a ksy to the turtles in the
1371 Journal, but 1f you don't have thiz draw a sketch of the turtle's back,
coumt the plates and estimate how long the back is.

{(f) Give your remrds to the Club Sscretary. WNote it is just ss important te
ruport dates when potrols wers made sd no turtles sewn, as dates when they
WiT,

(ol IT thire ore hunters wn the beach advise them sbout turtle conservation laws,
but do not attempt to stop them physically.

Fatrols at Matura Neach

Geoff and Kete Gibbs will lezd patrols to Moturs every weck from Easter weck-
end onwards non o Monday ox Tuesday night lesving 5t Auqustine by 8.00 p,m. and
returning around midnight. We would like to have at leaet two patrols o wesk tno
Motura during Aprdil =nd Moy, Will onyone volunteer to take one or more patrols on
Hednesday or Thursday during this period? Some things which may be seen, apaxt
from turiles on these excuzsions are:-~ ghost crabs, hats catching fish, storm hlown
Grest Shearwnters (that breed only on Tristan de Cunha), phosphorescence, manicou
ernssing lthe rood and nightiara bunting - and of course its jelly good exercise ot
a cool time nf day,

WANTED —~ EDITOR FOR QUARTERLY BULLETIN

A new editor is nesded from August, this year, to prepare the fipal long
Bulletin of the yeor, due out at “ha beginning of October, and then those for 1976.
The person doss noy need %o be 8 member of the Committee provided they kesp in clase
contact with what is going on at 3ts meetings through liason with the Hor. Secretary.
It is on aduantage to heave 3 telephome ond ic be able +5 typs (even very badly just
to know how much to fit into the 3% pages). Typing the stencils and duplicating can
be arronged, =¥so a team of helpezs 45 cope with the volume of stapling, addressing
and stomping.

Much more importont is the convietion that the Quarterly Bulletine parform o
useful Function in kecping members imformed about "eurrent events" in natural history
and the sbility to keop oneself snd nthers 4o deadiines! Anyone interested should
contact Tan Lombie or Kote Gibbs,

FIELD TRIP TO THE ARIPO _CAVE -~ Fubruasry 23rd - by Geoff Gibbs and Wictor Quesnel

The party wisiting the cave numbered sbout 50 persons, The toek there was
accomplished without mishap although not without same difFiculty as tha trsck was
stesp and slippery where it crossed = ravine. Some wore satisfisd to have regched
the cntrance and %o hove seen “he cilbirds, their nests and eggs. About 25 of us
entered the cave nd o group of four mode some erude measurcmonts with tho simple
instruments at oy disposnl, viz. £ 100 ft steel tape ond 2 compass.  The mauth of
the cave foced slightly E. of N, od the entranc. chamber ron slmost due 5. for 250 fi
with » slight bulge 4o tha W, The width wis not messursd but was estimated to be not
more than 60 f4 at the widest sart, The first 100Ft dipped downward s% sn angle of
sbout 30% and the naxt 100 ft at about 459, but the remainder aof the chomber sloped
mare gently. The chombesr turned and ran ESE for 100F: than 5. again for 90 fi
getting progressively narrower snd the floor up ta this paint wos coversd in guano.
Hore = woter-worn chute bagan and continued S. for 100 ft. It sloped rather gently,
was free from guano, was much narruwer than the main chambor (abnut B Tt) and Had
o lawer ceiling. It endad in = preocipitous dreap of 27 ft which was negotiated by
ladder and rope, but beyond which ng measurements were made through lack of time.

All mensurements will have t2 be corrected for slope befare a floor plan ie draown,

David Snow wstimoted o population of 400 oilbirds in the Aripo main cave pre
1962, During the Ciub's wisit there waos only timo to moke =2 mindimum pstimate of
birds present (becsuse many are hidden etc,) Thres main groups of birds were coumted
totalling 232 dndividusls, This suggests that there may be about the same mumber of
birds as in 1962, and certainly that there hosn't beon A drastic decline, Bood
views were obtained down ante 5 nests ot the shtranca; 3 with 2 eggs, 2 with 1 egy
and 1 small chick, 2nd 2 with 1 egg. A& retuzn visit is nbviously on the cerds for
hoth the map ankera =nd the ~ilbisd counters,
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NEW MEMBERS
Mrs Joan Knight Miss Irma Lyneh Miss Mondica Olivier
Mrs Maxia Lopez Dr, Julien Kenny #* Mr Cellin Park
Dr., George Warner ¥ Mr Steve Headley !

¢.

- * denotes a Junior Member —

CHAGUARAMAS NATIOHAL PARK -- & Recooxt by Bri.n Conper
In respeaso tn o recucst fToa fhe Joelne Venture Group how draving up
detiled proposals ior the develonent of tie Gh.oouercisas Peainsular,; the Club
gubuitted soae coancnts and preposals portlinin: to the develepnent of tine
Uhousarnmas 1.7, These comaents foll under the headings outlined below:-
a] Specifiec features of Cheguarsmes that nake it worthy of - setting aside
as a N.P. -TL.#. Eoonic quality, n11dnuss, vildlife, Tacoossibility
b) Preicred Park Boundaries (To include Scotland Bay ares).
¢) The Objectives of ¥ the Park should be -
i) To precerve for ihe enjoynent of the weople of Trinidad and
Tobage the outstending seenic features of the area.
ii) to preserve the exceptional richnees of plant and aninal 11fc?
both terrestrial and omarine, present in this erea.
{ii) to provide controlled and planned use of the Perk's ressurces
: . for the purpcse of encourazing and facilitating eppropriate
recercationzl activities, scientific study, educztion and
wilderness--type exveriences.
d) Activities envisased in the Paric (B.g. hiking, swinning, snorkli
Cowments were also nedc r.ﬁwncttnh pTLBL“Vntlﬂﬂ of wildlife, staifiaz of
the Park and training of woerdens and the adninistrative reagonsibilities of the
Poris Authority within the Ghepmarauss Devcloprent Aot mority.

br Gooper will give & fuller report at a meeting, to ahiich 11l intercsted
HeibeTs QEE;EIEEEEQ to dincuss theso oounents and any furiher resreseniabions
whic the Club nay wish to male, Datc, tine and place to be ammounced &t the
Club mceting April 10th or fren the Hon.Scc. nz.Ejuei or Brisn Cooper 650.25951.




