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' BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB
I1st March 1980
MEETING ~ 2ND QUARTER
You are invited to attend the meetings of the club tec be held on 10th April,
Bth May and 12th June 1980, At each meeting the agenda will be:-
1. Confirmation of minutes
2. Business arising from the minutes
3. Announcements
L, Lecture
5 Exhibits and Miscellanepus Notes
6. Other business.
g The lectures will be:-
10th April - Life in the Worlds of Bromeliads by Dr. J.5. Kenny.
8th May - Caribbean Flora by Dr. Dennis Adams.
12th June «~ Humming birds by Mr, Ian Lambie.
FIZLD TRIFS
27th April - Fig Walk via 5alihea River,

Departure 6.00 a,m, from St. Mary's College, Pembrok S5t with
a short stop at Curepe Roundabout at 6.30 a.m. For those
wishing to vamp overnight from 26th, arranpgements will be

announced at the 10th April meeting,

23rd - 26th May - Details later, Write them in this space for eapy reference,

o

29th June - Mt, Harris. Departure 7.00 a.m. from St. Mary's Collepge,
Pembroke St, Short stop at Curepe roundabout at 7,30 a.m.

1980 NATURAL HISTORY SFMINARS

The programme of the 1980 Seminar/Werkshops at the Asa Wright Mature Centre is as follows:
Hature Photooraphy June 12 - 26 Drawing & Painting June 26 - Julvy 10
Ornitholegy July 10 - 24 Entomology July 24 - August 7. Tropical Beoloay Kug. 7 - 21,

Participation Fee is $550.00 which covers accommodation and food, transportation on Field Trips
including Tobago and expert guidance from cualified lesaders, Junior Members of the Club who
have reached "0" Level standard in Botanv, Zoology. Biology or Art may apply to the President,
Asa Wright Nature Centre P.0, Rag 10, Port of Spain. 'starting their academic qualifications,
for a Scholarship to participate in the Seminar/Workshop programme.



REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Least Tern sipghtings -~ I have iritiated rescarch on the population dyrnamics
and distritution of Least Terns on the Texas coast (USA) to identify possible
causes of & recent decline in bregeding pairs. Both adult and young terns will
be marked with coloved wing tags (strcamers) during the 1979, 1980, and 1981
breeding seasons. Tags will be placed on both wings and will bear a single
letter and digit for individual recognition of birds. Anyone observing Least
Terns marked in this manner 1s reguested to record: date, time, specific
location, tag color, letter and digit, gemeral activity, plumape description,
BBBoclation With other 0irds, observation cistance and directicn, and naems,
address., and telepaono number gl oUServer., '

Please send informaiion to: Bruce C. Thompson, Dept. of Wildlife L& Fisherics
Sciences, Texss A&M Tniversity, College Station, Texas 77843, USA, Also,
report. sightings of uwarked terms to: Bird Banding Laboratory, Office of
Migratory Bird Management, ISFWS, Laurel, Maryland 20811, USA.

Note, Least Ternz are particularly likely to be seen st the Nariva River wruth.

BIRD NOTES (Richard ffrencih)
Recent research and information on birds iacludae the followling:-

The Scerlet Tanager Pirangs cliwscea was first reported for Tobago by Horl oy
on May 1, 1966 (Bond, 1Gv5, 13th Supplemeat tz Chacklist of W, Indies GL ¢
p-12). This precedzs my earlier repurt in this Bulletin of a male saen n:
Crown Point in A»ril 1978. Bond also reports & Tirst record for Tobopo,

hardly credible, of the Summer Tenager Piranga rubra, made by the sams chuarvar
on May 2, 1506} = Cnould these have been The sams bird?

An interensing reecnvery of a banded bird reported Ly Bond {14%th Suoplement,
1969, p.10) was of a Mzax ot Common Shearwacer Puffinus puffinus iound as
Manzanilla “e=ash en Nov, 1U, 7968, T4 had been bandec ot Skokholm. Wales on
August 30, 1G67. Regular checks of tne Manzanilla beech would undoubtedly
reveal more interesting Shearwatser recoverics.

Profassor Otanley Harrio frewm Catifscauia nads zome interesting obasrvations=
cduriagta frip to T & T, last February. Theae ineluded s Hook-billed Kite ac
Simla, an fmerlcan Kestral nucer Arima and a Whifs-winged Swallow also at
Simla, The latt:r szems most cdd, since this spe-les is normally associated
with lzkes, rivers wund seacoast, and has never before been recorded in tns
hills, Could it have bzen a swift, possibly Panyptila?

Mary Hahn of Valsayn has followed up her obssrvations of Hook-billed Kites,
reported here earlier, with a Jan. 1979 record of an immature bird, whose call
she alsoc taps-ronérded. The call might be: described as a musical rattle,
rising slightly in piteh in the middle, and lasting about 1 seconds,

Little worl has besn done on recordiing the sctivities and statun of the more
unusual visiting werblers, so it ceems worthwhile to repert briefly here on
the occurrence in my garden at Pointe-a~Pierre of the Prothonotary Werbler
Protorotaris citrea. First seen on Nevember 14, 1977 feeding in a bougaln.
‘villea bush, this tiny bird with the brilliant c.eng:-yellow head was sesn on
18 more days up o Jenuary 25, 1978. The fast tuat most observations ware .n
the sarly morning £1d late efternoon probably only reflects the fact that®
those were the .imes we were about to see itl It mostly fed in small trees
or shrubs, searching about in the foliage for small invertebrates., It al=o
frequently came to the bird bath or sprinkler to bathe, and was once zeen
hawking for flies. Late'in December it showsd some sign of moult, but thia
had disappearsd by late Jenuarye. It war very evidently the same bird we wars
geeing, as 1t terded io frequent the same feeding trees, as well as the waierj
'Enlthe'ahcve confirms the siatus of the cpociss as a winter resident, rather
than merely a passage migrant. The =p2cies has been secen again in our pgarden
only on Jan, 20‘and ‘219this year, but of course we can’t claim it to be the
same individual.

(Postscript. A recent visit c¢n January 27 to the Oropouche caves ahowad
that the Oilbirds are thriving in ihe colony there. A rough estimate of the
numbers was K00.)
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"0 "FIELD TRIP TC THE BOTANIC GARDENS AND THT 200 -.(*.C..Quesnel)

Thias trip was arranged primarily to give members an opportunity to see the
effects the work of the Save Qur Savannay Committee has had on the appearvunce _
of the Botanic Gardens., We were pleasantly surprised. Some years ago the
Gardens had become very untidy; now the lawns were cut and the edges trimmed,
The "showpieces" were as impressive as ever, the mighty brazil nut, the

graceful palms, the avenue of bay trees, the spreading banyan tree. Logk Out
Hill was free of the lastro which had disgraced its slopes for several years
but many of the poul trees had been damaged by fire and although several
remained some may still succumb to the after effects of the fires. In the
north-west corner, some coffee, cacao, and mange trees had been recently planted,
apparently as examples of important crops, and, hopefully, others will follow,
There were several local plants such as bois muletre, chaconia, mountain rose
and the hat stand tree (Rheedia lateriflora). However, the little cemetery
seems to have been neplected and should be restored. Purdie, the second cura-
tor of the Gardens is buried there.

The visit o the zoo was uneventful: the party split up into small groups each
pursuing its own course and for those like me who had not visited the zoo for

meny years, it was a pleasure to note how the present curator had impreved the
appearance of the place and the collection. Keep up the good work Hans.

FIELD TRIP TO MORUGA (hnne Hilton)

Honorary Treasurer John Hilton estimated that 80 members, friends and assorted
children were assembled on the oilfield road to listen to David Rocks's

sdvice to beware of the spines on the Bactris palms in the forest on the walk
to the Waruga Bouffe on 10th February.

‘“ (@n this occasion the Club was confident of finding the Bouffe., Although Vieter
Quesnel was unzble to accompany us and Frankie Farrell was delayed, David Rooks,
Meville Acham, Hans and Julius Boos had also been to the Bouffe in the past Lfew
months and had brought along compasses to make sure that we didn't get lost,
Already there had been some anxious momentis on the way to Meruga., Landslides
had carried away 150 feet of the Moruga Road late last year and the damapge was
still tec be repaired., This forced us to take a hair-raising detour on the Rock
River Foad.

While waiting for the cars that look & wrong turning at Moruga, Peter Dixon
caught a Leptotyphlops tenella and on turning over a log discovered a dark
prown miniature scorpion. Members gathered around to examine the find but
unfortunately no one was brave enough to collect it nor could any one identify
the besst as Julius Boos had gone on ahead in search of putterflies,

Al mougn Barcant doubts the existence of Pyrrhogyra c. crameri in Trinidad,
Matthow Cock collected a specimen of this butterfly on the road just before we
entersd the forest. ".J. Kaye had noted 2 specimens of PyrrhopyTra C. crameri
in his supplement to the list of butterflies of Trinidad (published 19%0); the
first was collected by F. Birech in 1905 at Erin, the second collected by E.
Fabiaen in 1922 at Moruga.

On the walk through the bush some 50 meters short of the Bouffe, David Rooks
found scattered shells of Morocoy 2Egs.

The Bouffe proved to be well worth the drive, the prickly Baciris palms, and

the walk. Members clambered up the 3-4 meters high sides of the largest of

the mud volcanoes to wateh gas bubbles slowly forming and bursting in the goml,
eticky, liquid grey mud. Julius Boos pointed out the fossil vegetati?n be%ng
belched out of an oval-shaped eeep nearby. Curious children poked sticks into
craters large and small, David Roocks drew attention to deer spoor on the smooth,
flat stretches of solidified mud between the smaller volcanoes and seeps On

the esstern side of the Bouffe.

Frankie Farrell, having sternly rasisted the temptation to bn?anise on his way
through the bush, arrived to jdentify the two types of bramallgg that are
sbundant in this poor environment, Robert Stanley found a huniing spider
lurking in the cracks of mud at the crest of a cone of a 50cm. high and very
active mud volcane. Hans Boos went fighing in the mud bubbling from a 75 cm.
dismeter cone and caught several guabine (Rivulus hartii).




B

On the walk back to the road Robert Stanley pointed out a tunnsl under the root

of a large, unidentified tree. David Rooks believed it to be the home of = - _
racoon {Euprocyon cancrivorus) since there were racocon tracks all around the
tree,

Other finds were a freshwater conch shell close te the racoon burrow, the
common lizard Plica plica and a flat-headed cascadu (Callichthys callichthys).

Back on the road the party split in two, half poing back to the cars for food
and drink while the other half walked a kilometer or so up the road and into
the bush to see an immense silk-cotton tree, Ceiba, complete with trailing
lisnes. Younger members and Neville Acham played Tarzan while the less active
scrambled around the massive buttress roots. It was impossible to estimate the
height or spread of the buttresses becsuse loggers had felled a tree which had
fallen across and waes partly supported by two of the buttresses; however,
members agreed that this must be one of the largest and most magnificent silk
cotton trees in Trinidad.

Altogether the trip to Moruga Bouffe was most interesting and incident-free,
The only casualty was David Rooks who, having warned us all to beware of them,
'collected' & spine from a Bactris palm on the back of his hand.

Note (V.Q.) A complete listing of all the plants in the open area was made and
samples of mud were taken for analysis. Results later.

The 1981-82 journal. That Julykdeadline for articles draws ever closer.

Tntending contributors have just & months to complete their pepers. Please
get on with it.
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The Annual Subscription of $20 (Junior members $10) is Aue and payghle to the
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. John Hilton, 4, The Straight, Caszcade,

V.C. DUESNEL (Hon. Sec.)



