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Rio Seco Waterfall nestled in the foothills of Hag
the eastern Northern Range is a short spill into SES&&
an impressive pool. For sure this waterfall be-
came more widely known since TIDCO posted
a sign at the junction of Salybia-Mathura Trace
and Toco Road in the mid ‘90s. After parking
by the relatively new concrete bridge over the
Salybia River the group strolled along Salybia-
Mathura Trace at a gentle pace rendering the
falls about 80 minutes distant.

Along the route we passed Wild Ixora (Isertia
parviflora) in flower and the creeping fern
Christmas Bush (Lycopodium cernum) was
seen on the drier banks of the trail. Its stalks
are light green with very small branches pointing in every direction and short, stiff needle-like leaves ar-
ranged spirally along the stems. These plants are dried, spray-painted in various colours and used for
decoration. Picked up from the floor was Donkey Eye, the seed of the climbing vine Mucuna sloanei.

Rio Seco Photo: Jo-Anne Sewlal

There are two other types of Donkey Eye from the vines Diaclea

IN THIS ISSUE megacarpa which has a larger and rounder seed (about 1% inches
across by 1 inch thick), and D. reflexa. A running plant (Coco sp.)
Rio Seco Waterfall pp. 1-2 with a striking bright deep blue flower was also observed.
The Aripo Savannas  pp. 3-5
La Laja Waterfall pp. 6-8 Just before the Rio Seco River was a new trail, likely made by
Acono Falls pp. 8-10 TIDCO, to the waterfall that reduced the walking time from this
Botanists, Orchids and point on to 3 minutes. Previously one walked in the river upstream
White-faced Capucins for 8 minutes to the falls. There are mixed views on the new trail

in the Nariva Swamp  pp. 11-12
Tamana Caves pp. 13-15
Management Notices p. 16

cut into the precipitous hillside. Some agree that the overland trail
avoids the slippery rocks along the riverbed but the writer believes

Notice of AGM p.17 that for such a short distance the new route was unnecessary.
Book Reviews pp.. 18-19 o .
Call for Papers p. 20 TIDCO and other organisations at the forefront of promoting ecot-

ourism have this knack for “tidying up” or managing nature that in
reality results in increased disruption to the local environment. A

classic example is the partial clearing of overhanging trees and







