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’P 0. Box 47, Port of Spain

Lizards, together with snakes, belong 10 the order Squamata. Worldwide there are 16
familics, 390 genera and 3800 species {Murphy 1997). The habitats occupied by hizards mclude.
terrestrial, aquatic and even che forest canopy (Murphy 1997 The diversity of this order of
animals like many others is preatest in the wropics. Trinidad and Tcebago is home to 27 spucies
belongirg wo five famities {(Murpiy 1997). 1t s also home to two ol the largest lizard species in the
Western Hemisphere (Murphy 1997).

The common name {wheare one exists) is given in parenthesis aller the scientific name for
each species. The length given is total body length and is used more as an indication of relative
body size rather than an accuratc maximum size. All the species found in Trinidad & Tobago are
listed in the table but some are omitled (rom the [Lilowing account because of thenr rarity oo

secretive hakits.
IN TIIIS {(SSUE

Cuide to Lizards in T&T pp 1 Family Gekkonidae (the Geckes): Small lizards with
Dr. Earle Kiray pp 5 delicate sometimes trangnarent skin. ‘They have depressed
Butterfly wings PP 6 bodies and their legs spread outwards which enable them
Grasses, pioneers in ecology pp 7 to rn low on the ground or {Tat against walls. They
?Luedgzziigzengl\ig“st E? 3 possess large bulging eyes withoul maeveable eyelds
Anather new island pp 12 (Underwood 1962). They are typically nocturnal wath a
Field Trip repart: few diurnal specics. The pupil constricts 1o form a vertical

North Manzanillz rp 14 glit in the aocturna: species. with maximum consiriction
Book reviews Pp 16 letting the pupil take on the appearance ol 4 pinkoles
;g(':g‘:_:gz::s fS ;0 (Undc.rwood !962). However, the punils of diurnal species
Confercuces ip 22 consirict 10 form a broad vertical oval or cirele. Most
Management notices ep 23 species climb, but a few are terrestrial. Climbing species
Notes to Contributors rp 24 have cxpanded pads covered with {ine hairs at the ends of

their digits (Underwood 1962}, the purpose of which is i
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fit into any irregularity on the substrate, thus ensuring a secure grip. Terrestrial species however
have simple digits, minus the pads. At high temperatures they turn dark and get pale at low
temperatures. Many specics of this family bere are found in and around houses.

Gunatodes vittatuy (Streak Lizard). Body length 7.0 cm (9 = 6.6 cm) (& = 6.4 cm). The male has a
white stripe running down the centre it its back, edged with black (Boos & Quesnel 1968). General
body colouration 15 greyish brown. The females are tan, the stripe is present but indistinct rows as
a size of brown and grey spots.

Hemidactyius mabouia (Mabouia). Body length 12 em (2/3). Greyish tan sometimes with a tinge
of pink. The skin is bumpy with several dark brown bands across the back and tail. It is almost
transparent and the internal organs and the eggs in the female can be seen, often in buildings. Its
call is a soft pik_ ___ pik.._, pik... pik

Sphaevodactylus molei (Black -and white headed gecko). Body length 5.5 em (§/7). Females are
usually beige with a pair of indistinct stripes along the back. Colour of males is variable. In
Trinidad populations the back is spotted with red-brown, the tail is salmon or reddish and there
may be black and white longitudinal stripes on the head. Tobago populations have dark stripes on
the back fading into spots near the tail. Often found in buildiags.

Thecadactvlus  rapicauda  (Woodslave).

The Quarterly Bulletin cf the

I'rinidad and Tehago Field Naturalists’ Club BOd}’ lengthlliz cm _(?”6\)- It makes a sound
like the rapid tapping of a small hammer,
July — September 2006 “Kek Kek Kek Kek™. Colour varies from pale
, grey to brown with darker markings but can
Cditor ..o h' ch the back d (B os &
Rea Potter change match the backgroun o
Assistant Editor. ... ... Christopher Starr Quesnel 1968). Distinguished from #H
EE'T‘”‘“”,“’”%[---“;\;’j--t'“'d“-----l--i"lj'?'-:'(‘f‘c Nina ?c}“"‘g mahouia by its tail, which is often thick and
I‘IS'.OI‘}.‘ICI‘ Starr. Voctor Quesnel, Patnck wegary, Jolin &, i - . i
Cocpar. Collin Boyle, John Lum Young fleshy at the base. Often found in buildings.
Phetograpas. ... Jo-Anne N:na Sowlal. Family Gymnophthalmidae:
[S[m_‘g“i'f' Cooper Gymmophtalmus  underwoodi. Body length
CREn S Lavout.on v P . . -
Tochnicel SUPPOT ... oo eceveer.. 11.5 om (§/3). Light stripe ends mid body.

Occupies lea? litter in open sunny areas like
savanna, Jawns and gardens.

Proctoporus shrevgi (Luminous lizard). Bedy
length 11 ¢m (9/3). Colour is red-brown but

The Trinidad and Tebage Field Naturalists’ Club is a
nonprefit, non-governmental organisation.

Management Committee, 2006-2007 males have a series of white spots along their
President.... Reginald Potter (694-11601: Vice-President. . sides Surro‘-{nded by dark rings. The W:hlte."s
Carall Alexander i633-3373); Seerciary. . Shane Ballah (796- | very reflective and could suggest luminosity
33357 Assistant Sceretary.. Richard Wallaze (627-4307); in some conditions (A. Hailey pers. comm.).

Treasurer.. ... Selwyn Gomes (624 8017y

Comuutice Members.. . 1an Jaggermauth (39-2793). Stephen It is terrestrial and preters the stream edge

Smith (678-1766Y. Paula $mith (633-0697) habitat in primary and lower montanc forest.

. Family Ignanidae: Members of this family
Website: hitp:/www.wow.netittfne T N . .
Contact: The Secretary. TTENC cjo P.0. Bax 642, Porof | di3play sexual dimorphism. The males tend to
Spain. Email: ttnci@wow.net be larger and with a crest or throat pouch

(Underwood 1962), and more brightly

Disclaimar: The views expressed in this bulletin do not nesessarily

refleat the apiaian and views of the Trinidad and Tobage Ficid coloured than the females (Under\NOOd
Natralists” Clul 1962)
MISSION STATEMEN T Anolis aeneus (Grey anole} Body length (© =
To foster education and knowiedge on natural histery and 2 em) (& = 16 cm). A grey lizard mottled
tu encourage and promote activities that lead to the with darken hues. Abundant n gardcns 1n
appreciation, preservation and conservation of eur natural

built-up areas.

heritage. ) o
Anolis trinitatus (Green anole). Body length
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{@ =11 em) (3 = 15 cm). A bright green with blue around the eyes. It likes shadier areas than does
A. aeneus. Common in some parts of San Fernando and St. Augustine.

Anolis wartsi. Body length (€ = 11 e¢m) (' = 13 c¢m). Colour variable but mostly arange-brown.
Spends most of its time on the ground and slightly elevated perches. Recently introduced from
Antigua and common only in the Waterloo-Carapichaima area but spreading rapidly.

Teuana iguana (Iguana). Body length 180 cm ($/&). They are green and easily recognised by a
crest of spines which run from its neck along its back to its tail. Lives in the canopy and feeds on
leaves and flowers (Boos and Quesnel 1968).

Polycrus marmoratus (Twenly-four hours): Body length 46 cm (¢/2) (Boos and Quesnel

1968). The males are smaller than the females. Usually green but can have yellowish or purple
markings. Found 1n forest and forest edge habitats.

Tropidurus plica {Spiny tree Lizard), Body length 40 cm (2/3). Greenish or sometimes greyish
tan with red-brown bands across the body. Tuft of spiny scales around ear opening. Crest
cxtending from the neck to the tail. Tail is laterally compressed. Arboreal and prefers forest
habilats, tree trunks and rock faces.

Family Scincidae (the Skinks): These are smooth scaled lizards where the head, neck, trunk and
tail merge with the absence of sharp boundaries (Underwood 1962). Most species give birth to live
young (Underwood 1962).

Mabuya nigropunctata (Trinidad skink; Bronze skink). Body length 26 cm ($/3). Only one
species is found in Trinidad (Murphy 1997). Bronze above with a dark stripe on each side
{(Underwood 1962). Found in forest and forest edge habitats. Mostly terrestrial.

Family Teiidae: Typically diurnal and terrestrial by nature. They have long farked tongues which
they flick out when foraging. Most species are insectivorous, but the larger species, like
Tupinambis teguixin will cat larger animals, including other lizards, small birds or mammals
(Underwood 1962). They prefer forest, savanna, and sandy beaches (Underwood 1962).

Ameiva ameiva {Zandolie). Body length (2 = 49 cm) (& = 59 cm). Males are larger than females.
The top of the head and back is bright green in juveniles and khaki-brown in adults. They arc swift
runners and use only their hind legs at fast speeds (Boos & Quesnel 1968). They dig burrows.
Cremidophorus lemniscatus (Striped runner, Foot shaker). Body length (¥ =24 cm) (d = 26 cm).
The males are bright bluish green. The females are brown with ten whitish stripes running down
the back. All juveniles are in female garh. The habit of shaking a front leg every few minules
positively identifies the species. Mostly found on beaches and savannas, but will enter the forest
and occupy open area (Murphy 1997).

Kentropyx striatus (Rain lizard). Body length (@ = 25 cm) (2 = 39 cm). Back is bronze becoming
green on pelvis, with a dark brown border. Blue-white spots on sides. Much of its range overlaps
with sugarcane fields and natural savanna. It occupics streamside trees and shrubs and seeks refuge
in canals and ditches (Murphy 1997).

Tupinambis teguixin (Matte | I'rinidad] or Salipenter [Tobago]). Body length (3 = 100 c¢m) (§ =76
cm). Largest species of ground lizard in Trinidad and Tobago. Dirty yellow body and tail with
black inconsistent cross bands. It is quite dangerous with its sharp teeth and claws and powerful
jaws and tail (Boos & Quesnel 1968). 1t lives in burrows.



THE FIELD NATURALIST

No. 32006

Family Species
Trinidad Tobago
(GGekkonidae Gonatodes vittatus vittatus Gonatodes vittatus vitigtus
G. ceciliae Gonatodes ocelatus
G. humeralis o
Hemidaciylus mabouia Hemidactylus palaichthus
| H palaichthus
Spaerodactylus molei Spaerodactylus molei
~ Thecadactylus rapicauda Thecadactylus rapicauda
Gymnophthalmidae Bachia heteropa trinitatis Bachia flavescens
B. heteropu alleni
Gymnophthalmus underwoodi
G. specivsus
Proctoporus shrevei
| Iguanidae Anolis trinitatus Anolis richardii
A. extremus
A. aeneus
A. watisi
A. chrysolepis
Iguana iguana Iguana iguana
Polychrus marmoraius Polychrus marmoratus
Tropidurus plica
Scincidae Mabuya nigropunctaia Mabuya nigropunctata
Teiidae Ameiva ameiva Ameiva ameiva
Cnemidophorus lemniscatus Cnemidophorus lemniscatus
Kentropyx siriatus
Tupinambis teguixin Tupinambis teguiixin

Tablc showing lizard fauna of Trinidad and Tobago
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IN MEMORIAM - Dr, Earle Kirby
John E. Cooper1 and Collin Boyle2
1School of Veterinary Medicine, Mt. Hope, University of the West Indies
2 Commonwealth Veterinary Association, P.O. Box 1135, Kingstown, St. Vineent

Tan Ayrton Farle Kirhy, OBE, DICTA, DVM, DTVM, died on his native St. Vincent on
Tth September 2005.

Earle Xirby bad a veterinary background and training but was best known in the
Caribbean and overseas for his work and writings on geology, prehistory, animals and plants.

Bom on 16th December 1921, Earle Kirby had a life-long mterest in the Caribbean
islands, in wildlife and in the natural world. He attended the 8t. Vincent Grammar School from
where he gained a scholarship to the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture (ICTA), Trinidad &
Tobago. He studied here from 1942 to 1945 - a very stimulating period of his life, especially when
the boat on which he was travelling encountered a surfacing German submarine. Three years later
he received another scholarship that enabled him to go to Canada, to pursue further studies at
Ontario Veterinary College. ‘

When he returned to St. Vincent, Dr. Kirby became a Veterinary Officer in the Ministry
of Agriculture and was able to combine these duties with his growing passion for natural history
and archaeology. In his own words “Wherever [ went and whatever I had to do I always kept my
cycs open, whether it was animals or plants ot artefacts". This constant enquiring mind led to a
lifetime of research on the history, archaeology, geology and biclogy of the Caribbean and further
afield. I1Te published on these subjects, taught and enthused others and promoted interest at a
national and regional level by serving on organisations such as the Caribbean Archaeological
Society, the Caribbean Conservation Society and the (8t. Vincent) National Trust. Throughout his
life he campaigned for the conservation of natural  resources and "wild" places and he deeply
lamented governmental moves and the pressures of big business which so often put such places at
risk. At the same time, he cared for human artefacts, such as national monuments and churches,
and fought hard for their protection and proper maintenance.

Some indication of the respect and affection in which Dr. Kirby was held by his fellow
Vincentians may be gleaned from the pages of the newspaper “Search Light” of 161h Seplember
2005, soon after Dr. Kirby's death. Pape after page was devoted to tributes from his countrymen,
ranging from the Prime Minister to local companies and shop-owners.

" Further afield, he will be remembered for his contributions to St.Vincent and to the wider
Caribbean. His work, his enthusiasm, his generosity to others was legendary and influenced many
people in different parts of the world. One particularly pertinent example concerns his own
national bird, the St. Vincent parrot {(4mazona guildingii}, which in the 1980s was saved trom
possible extinction by a conservation programme co-ordinated by the Jersey Wildlife Preservation
Trust (now the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust), based in the British Channel Isles. Earle
Kirby was a key St. Vincentian participant, without whom the project would undoubtedly have
foundered.

On account of this work - and his friendly collaboration with visiting conservationsts -
Dr. Kirby is still remembered with alfection and respect by stall at Jersey. Elsewhere in the world
there are countless others who are aware of Dr. Kirby's contributions and who would want to be
associated with tributes to the life and memory of this great St. Vincentian. '





























































