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Henouring Victor Quesnel
L.W. Doodnath

t the recent Christmas Luncheon held on Sunday December 9, 2007 at the Mariposa Restaurant in
Lopinot Dr. Victor Quesnel was presented with a laminated copy of the frontispiece map extracted

from The Vegetation of Trinidad and Tobago written by |.S. Beard. The presentation was made by

Lester Doodnath on behalf of the Botany Group for Dr. Quesnel’s contribution to and enthusiastic sharing of

knowledge with the Botany Group and Club over many years.

The rare map was reproduced from one of the few copies of the book available at the West Indiana Section
of the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine.

Victor Quesnel studied biochemistry at the University of Toronto and received his doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge. He researched cocoa fermentation during his career and has been an active member
of the TTFNC and the Botany Group for many years. As one of the Clubs oldest members he is always

available and willing to share of his time, experience and wealth of knowledge with members.

Victor Quesnel (left) is presented with the laminated Louis Guy (from left), Shane Ballah, Victor Quesnel
map copy by Lester W. Doodanth and Reg Potter peruse the map after lunch

(Photo courtesy LW. Doodnath) (Photo courtesy LW. -Doodnath)
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Editor’s Note

| must apologise for the poor quality of the photos
and dead space in our last issue. A lack of proper
communication between myself and the printers
appears to have been the culprit. The response to
my request for articles and their timely submission
has been positive and | encourage all to continue. |
acknowledge the many positive critiques 've re-
ceived on the last issues (thanks). To settle the
search for an editor I've indicated to Management

my willingness to continue on in this capacity.
STB
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The Remarkable Life of William Beebe: Explorer and Naturalist,

Carol Grant Gould
Island Press, Washington, DC ISBN 1559638583, 447 pp. illus. US$30

Book review

aring explorer, cutting-edge naturalist,
and brilliant author of two dozen books,
William Beebe was famous worldwide in
his day. His popular radio broadcasts, which in
1932 included the first live broadcast from deep
below the surface of the ocean, and his magazine
articles and steady stream of adventure books,
brought him well deserved fame. His fans looked
forward eagerly to his next thrilling, information-

packed narrative.

Beebe's explorations took him where no man
had gone before — from the inky depths of the
ocean in the bathyscaphe, which he co-designed,
to the heart of Himalayan and Malaysian forests.
Always observant and incredibly patient, Beebe
had a knack for knowing what to look for and
how to see beyond the cobvious. His studies cov-
ered most major organisms, but he had a strong
penchant for birds and often discovered behav-
iors previously unknown or overlooked by orni-

thologists.

Born in Brooklyn in 1877, Beebe began his career
as a curator with the New York Zoological Soci-
ety, which sent him on collecting missions over-
seas. He maintained a lifelong relationship with
the Bronx Zoo, returning from his travels with
countless strange creatures for exhibition. Equally
at ease in high society and primitive cultures, he
never lacked funding for his explorations, He was
close friends with Theodore Roosevelt and a
mentor to Rachel Carson. He was similarly at
home in New York City as well as at his field sta-
tions in Bermuda, British Guiana, and Trinidad.
His chatty writing style made his scholarly four-
volume Monograph of the Pheasants as accessible
to the lay person as his articles in National Geo-

graphic.

A revolutionary scientific method that Beebe

used was to examine and list all of the organisms
found in a single bounded area. In one instance
the area was a vertical column of seawater. In
another it was a tract of Guianan riverside forest.
His method yielded valuable new information not
only about the distribution of organisms but
about how they interacted with each other and

their environment.

Late in life Beebe grew increasingly concerned
about the destruction of habitats in which he had
conducted his groundbreaking studies. By the
time of his death in 1962 the only such areas that
remained intact were the ocean depths and Simla,
a research station he had established in Trinidad’s
Arima Valley. Were he alive today he would be
gratified to learn that, in part because of new
ways he taught biologists to view life, Simla and

the Arima Valley rainforest are still doing well.

Gould successfully captures the essence of this
extraordinarily charismatic pioneer of investiga-
tive natural history. She received exclusive access
to Beebe’s personal journals and correspondence
from 1887 to 1962, which enabled her to craft a
fascinatingly complete biography. She presents
the details of his first wife’s betrayal and divorce,
his love affairs, and his chronic pulmonary prob-
lems as being far less important than his lifelong
quest for a deep understanding of the inner
workings of nature. More than anything else, she
accurately portrays Beebe as one of the first truly

4

great ecologists.
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Paramin - October 14,2007

Feroze Omardeen

Birding Trip 8"

€ € These blasted birds” Kay Hinkson had said
on the phone, “| can't get even one plum

from the tree.”

She was discussing the birds off her balcony in Pa-
ramin. Personally relieved that our group leader
was showing more interest in a frugivorous diet, |
agreed to be at the Maracas pillars meeting point

for 6.30 a.m,

The annual Paramin trip is really a good excuse to
have a Sunday morning lime by Kay's house, sip-
ping coffee and enjoying one of the most spectacu-
lar views in the country. However we really did
plan to do some birding. That is, before the rain
started pelting down. The birds, as would be ex-
pected, for the most remained hidden somewhere
during the rain, and remained fairly quiet for the

rest of the dark drizzly morning,

We did however see a few birds. There were six
tanager species and their cousins the bananaquits
and honeycreepers on the plum tree. Some less
dignified club members actually tried to compete
with the tanagers for the ripe plums. However the
evolutionary advantage of having wings became
obvious and the birds came out the winner in that
ecologic niche. The poor light did not allow us to
appreciate the beauty of the small flock of Tur-
quoise Tanagers (Tangara mexicana), one of my

favourite birds, always a happy, chirrpy bunch.

Oh, | forgot the toucans (Ramphastos viteilinus}. On
our arrival on the balcony, while we were studying
the parrots on the horizon of the main ridge, Mi-
chelle Lee pointed out three yellow specks in a
tree straight ahead of us, “Channel Billed Tou-
cans”, she says calmly. (How she see that? | won-
der. Is something yuh born with?). The beautiful
toucans hung around for the morning and we
heard them calling regularly in the hills above the

house,

There were a few woodpeckers. From the bal-
cony, the Golden-olive Woodpecker (Colaptes
rubiginosus) appeared for Clayton Hull's telescope
to study. On the aborted walk down the hill, we
followed the sound of some fast short drumming.
it was the Red-rumped Woodpecker (Veniliornis
kirkii), a less commanly seen species, These were
on a bare tree infested with tanagers, part of a
mixed species flock. | never understood why a
woodpecker would be part of a flock. Surely
woodpecking is a solitary business? | was glad to
see the Red-rumped, a bird | had not seen for
some time. The barred belly and the full red
crown clearly marked the male, while the female

had a brown crown..

There was, of course, a flock of the ubiquitous
Orange Winged Parrots (Amazona amazonica) in
the area. We took the opportunity to study the
lively plumage at close range. The beauty of this
bird is underappreciated because they are so com-

mon in cur country.

The intense, melodious call of the House Wren
(Troglodytes aedon) was the one most heard on the
road. The Rufous-breasted Wren's (Pheugopedius
rutilus) less complex call, but equally rich wren
voice was also there, but he hid in the under-
growth until the jumbie bird call brought him out.
We never got the antshrike out (probably the
Barred Antshrike), and also the stridently calling
Buff-throated Woodcreeper (Thamnophilus dolia-
tus) who was quite near failed to materialize.
There were many Violaceous Euphonias (Euphonia
violacea), another of the island’s very successful

species.

What about warblers? Well there was the
Golden-crowned VVarbler (Basileuterus culicivorus),
who | think of as the ninja bird, because of the
way they dance in to the jumbie bird call, flipping
from side to side through 180 degrees as if ready

{Continued on poge 5)
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Paramin - October 14,2007

Feroze Omardeen

Birding Trip

i

{Cantinued fram poge 4)

for battle at any moment. More interesting, even
in the dim light, were the few American Redstarts
{Setophaga ruticilla), migrants from the north who
will spend the winter in those forests. As migrant
warblers go, this is one of the most easily recog-
nizable, with a bold pattern of scattered colour
even in  nonbreeding plumage. The name
“redstart” is derived from the fact that an old
name for the tail of the bird is the start. However
none of the birds showed red, they were all either
females or first year males in juvenile plumage,

showing yellow instead.

So what do birders do when it rains? The mist and

the drizzle through the tall trees was like “a scene
from a Stephen Spielberg movie”, hauntingly beau-
tiful but pretty much birdless. So we all headed
back to town to campaign for our favourite politi-

cal parties, the second most fun thing in life!

References:

Hilty, S.L., 2003. Birds of Venezuela. Princeton
University Press, Princeton, New Jersey 474p,

Morne Bleu - January i3, 2008
Mat Kelly

bout 18 of us met at the TSTT station at
AMorne Bleu at first light. | didn’t notice a

fashion contest today, amongst members
(as has been previously reported). The morning
was brisk. We slowly circumambulated the fenced
perimeter at the station, and started our tally.
We also walked down the road, and on to a few
bush tracks. Birds seen at Morne Bleu were;
Tropical Mockingbird, Palm Tanager, White-lined
Tanager, Golden-olive Woodpecker, Gray-
breasted Martin, Bare-eyed Thrush, Tropical King-
bird, House Wren, Lilac-tailed Parrotlet, Black
Vulture, Silver-beaked Tanager, Bay-headed Tana-
ger, Blue-gray Tanager, Bananaquit, Violaceous
Euphonia, Blue-chinned Sapphire Hummingbird,
Speckled Tanager, Yellow-legged Honeycreeper,
Purple Honeycreeper, Channel-billed Toucan,
Barred Antshrike, White-bearded Manakin, Rufus-
breasted Wren, Rufus-breasted Hermit Humming-

bird, and the hi'gh-ﬂying Magnificent Frigate Bird,

Birds heard included; Yellow-bellied Elaenia,
Bearded Bellbird, Striped-breasted Spinetail, and

the Ferrruginous Pygmy-Owl.

The ever-elusive Piping Guan never came to greet
us today. Maybe next time!

The group next decided to move on down to Las
Lapas Trace to see what was out and about.
Sightings there included; Speckled Tanager, Viola-
ceous Euphenia and American Redstart. There
were a few hummingbirds high in the tree
branches sitting against the brightening sky, which

were never identified.

Birds heard on Las Lapas included; White-tailed
Trogon, Channel-billed Toucan, and a passing

group of Lilac-tailed Parrotlet.

Some interesting red florescence protruded high
{Continued on page 4)




Page & THE FIELD NATURALIST tssue No. 1/2008

Morne Bleu - January 13,2008
Mar Kelly

Birding Trip § ;

{Continued from page 5)

up in a tree. This was the flower of the tree
known as “Red Hot Poker” (most commonly no-
rantia guyanisis but easily classified in the genus no-

rantia spp.) [Quesnel].

Also, an interesting cluster of leaves high in the
canopy turned out to be an ant's nest. The nest is
made by a family of ants known as Weaver Ants,
which are able to pull leaves together by forming
tong chains with their bodies, and collectively pull-
ing. The larva of these ants are able to produce
silk which is not for used in the usua! way for co-
coons. Instead, worker ants carry the silk-spinning
larva as if the larva were a farge glue gun. The
worker stimulates the larva as to when to make
silk, while the worker weaves the fine silk, which
can hold the leaves in a cluster, which keeps the
colony safe, high and dry. | have seen these
unique and interesting nests blown down, and fall
to the ground, where they can be more easily ex-

amined.*

Due to the low bird numbers here, about half of
the group decided to call it a day. The other half
was still game, and moved back over the ridge to

try our luck on La Laja Trace.

We drove La Laja almost to the end, stopping
near a cool stream crossing.  VVe walked on
down the trace. Near a Trema (Trema micran-
thum) tree, we stopped. The tree was in a good
position for viewing, and was fruiting, which had
the interest of some birds., The thin-leafed foliage
on this tree is also easy to see through. | gave my
best version of the Pygmy Owl call, and we were
soon rewarded. Our sightings included; Copper-
rumped Hummingbird, Green Honeycreeper
(male & female), Black-throated Mango Humming-
bird (m & f), Tropical Pewee, White-chested Em-
erald Hummingbird, Red-legged Honeycreeper (m
& f), Blue Dacnis {m & F), Blue-chinned Sapphire
Hummingbird, Rufus-breasted Hermit Humming-

bird, Long-billed Starthroat, Bay-headed Tanager
{(m & f -- this was probably our most common
species of the day), White-lined Tanager (m & f),
and Silver-beaked Tanager. Ve moved on. Many
of the trees here were fruiting profusely, and bird
activity was extremely high. Also reported were;
Hepatic Tanager, Common Black Hawk, Green-
rumped Parrotlet, Tropical Parula, Black Vulture,

. Turkey Vulture, Tufted Coquette Hummingbird

{m & f — and good views!), White-bearded Ma-
nakin, and Cocoa Thrush. With bad sky contrast,
| believe we also had a White-necked Jacobin
Hummingbird. We then logged in a Gray-headed
Kite, in his dark phase, “with its butterfly wings,
prominent black and white checkered barring on
underside of primaries and long rounded multi-

striped tail,” noted Robert Kong.

We walked on while hearing the sounds of; Little
Tinamou, Lineated Woodpecker, Golden-clive
Woodpecker, Rufus-breasted Wren, Blue-headed
Parrot, Orange-winged Parrot, Bearded Bellbird,
Rufus-browed Pepershrike, Bare-eyed Thrush,

Channel-billed Toucan.

We came upon a very interesting wild orchid
about 10 meters above ground. Feroze Omar-
deen climbed the tree to examine it, without dis-
turbing the magnificent trail of brilliant yellow/
orange flowers on its approximately 4 to 5 foot-
long flower stalk. | took photos to later identify it
as Oncidium citrinum, "“an uncommon Bee Orchid
found mainly at high elevations in Trini-

dad” [Kenny].

We spent some time focusing on a raptor high
above, which was identified as an Ornate Hawk
Eagle, “based on its large size, wing shape, pinched
wings at base, long rounded tail, barring/streaking
on underside of primaries and altitude of flight,”

noted Robert Kong.

{Continued on pape 7)
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Morne Bleu - January 13,2008
Mat Kelly

Birding Trip "

[Continued from poge 8)

Final sightings of the day at La Laja included;
Crested Oropandola, Blue-black Grassquit, Olive-
sided Flycatcher, Boat-billed Flycatcher, Golden-

fronted Greenlet and Ochre-bellied Flycatcher.

Since it was mentioned in two previous reports,
by another writer, | made myself available for
vegetarian consultations, but | had no takers. All-
in-all, it was a good day of birding with most all of
Trinidad’s Tanagers and Hummingbirds sighted.

The overall day's tally was 60 species logged.

*Subsequently, | have discovered another species
of Weaver Ants on Tobago. More information
from this author to come on this topic in the near

future.

References

Holldobler, Bert and Wilson, Edward O., 1990,
The Ants, Belknap Press

ffrench, Richard, 1991, A Guide to the Birds of Trini-
dad and Tobago, Cornell University Press

Kenny, julian, 1988, Native Orchids of the Eastern
Caribbean, Macmillan Caribbean Publishers, Ltd.

Quesnel, Victor C. & T. Francis Farrell, 2005, Ng-
tive Trees of Trinidad and Tobago, published by The

Trinidad & Tobago Field Naturalists' Club

Quesnel, Victor C., 2008, personal communication
on the TTFNC field trip to Platanal, Jan. 27, 2008

Why are there iguanas?
Christopher K. Stqrr

Dep't of Life Sciences, University of the West Indies ckstarr?9@hotmail com

Nature Note

beast in much of the neotropics. it is a big,

meaty beast, ostensibly very tasty, and fairly
common. And that baffles me, because it really
ought to be extinct.

The green iguana, lguana iguana, is a familiar

The iguana can climb, and it can run reasonably well
on the ground, but let's face it. The iguana is slow.
The biggest one | have seen in Trinidad & Tobago
was a male that Shane T. Ballah and | encountered
on Huevos. It was so sluggish that we had to laugh
when it tried ineffectually to run up the hillside. We
walked right up to it with ease. Compare this to
the zandoli (Ameiva ameiva) or especially the matte
(Tupinambis teguixin). Now, those lizards can scam-
per. The matte, like the iguana, is a hefty bit of
meat, but you're fucky to even get a good look at it
as it streaks for cover, like a mongoose. And | very
much doubt that an iguana can defend itself against
anybody big enough to eat it. They can sort of

scratch, sort of bite, but | have never yet seen one
that | couldn't pick up with reasonable care.

So, why are there iguanas!? How in the world did
they escape being hunted to extinction by those
agile ocelots and high-woods dogs! And if there
were never enough Amerindians here to encounter
most iguanas, there are certainly plenty of Trinidadi-
ans (and their dogs) about now. Where is the
Trinidadian (or dog} who won't jump at the chance
to chase down and dispatch an iguana?

Now, don't get me wrong. | am very happy that we
have iguanas among us. They make the world a
more interesting and attractive place. | just don't
see how they can possibly survive.
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North Manzanilla - March {7,2007
L. W, Doodnath

Botany Trip %&

his was the first trip of the Botany group
since the departure of the charismatic
Nicholla Johnson. The group of 23 persons
completed the trip still energetic, but now more

knowledgeable about our flora and natural history.

According to Anthony (1988) the name
*‘Manzanilla’ was given to the headland by Spanish
soldiers in the 18th century due to the many Man-
chineel trees (Euphorbiaceae) which covered the
area. The fruit of this tree are like little toxic ap-

ples and hence the name, ‘Manzanilla’.

Beard (1946) stated that the vegetation for the
area is: towards land, the Semi-Evergreen Seasonal
Forest comprising the Acurel - Moussara associa-
tion with a Jiggerwood type fasciation; towards the
sea, Littoral Woodland of the Dry Evergreen For-
est comprising the Sea-Grape - Manchineel asso-
ciation and the Palmiste or Royal Palm - Balata as-
sociation and other plants associated with the

Windbelt Reserve.

The North Manzanilla Road diverges off the East-
ern Main Read in the vicinity of the last gas station
one encounters. Driving along it, felt like a peace-
ful Sunday drive experience, although this was a
Saturday. Along the roadway we noticed cleared
areas devoid of ground vegetation and accesso-
rised with painted white stones, evidence of the
handiwork of CEPEP. We parked our many cars in
a large open area near the coast near to coconut
trees. After a short, highly educational talk with
the distribution of relevant literature by the group
leader (yours truly), we were off on our floral

journey.

Qur first plant specimen of interest was a thicket
of Hibiscus pernambucensis (Malvaceae) which was
formerly known as Hibiscus tiliaceus. This name
change indicating the dynamic nature of assigning
names to species in botanical taxonomy (the sci-
entific naming of plants). This plant has glands on

Tall Royal Palms with windswept Erythroxylum havanensis
below (Photo courtesy LW. Doodnath)

the main veins of the leaf,

The early sighting of a Cedar (Meliaceae) tree
prompted an interesting discussion on compari-
sons of its physical traits versus that of the Hog
Plum (Anacardiaceae) that are used in their identi-
fication. The Hog Plum has a rougher bark
whereas that of the Cedar is lighter in colour.
The trunk of the Hog Plum has a bulbous base and
the Cedar has a more fruity smell when gashed.
However, the Cedar trees observed here had
dark, rough trunks and this was probably due to

the very dry conditions. So much for that lesson.

There were Crested Oropendola (Psarocolius de-
cumanus) birds in the Tantakayo trees (Albizzio
niopoides) of the Leguminosae family. Many of
their weaver type nests were hanging colonially
from these trees. The Screw pine (Pandanus sp.)
of the Pandanaceae family was also encountered.
This is an introduced exotic, . probably planted
here ornamentally. Shane T. Ballah noted that the
proposed highway to Manzanilla from Sangre
Grande would be passing nearby this area. We

{Continued on page %)
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North Manzanilla - March 17,2007
L.W. Doodnath

Botany Trip &

{Continued from page &)
thought that any impact of the highway on the
vegetation would not be significant because the

vegetation was already disturbed.

Several members of the Leguminesae family were
observed including, Mayoc Chappelle a local shrub;
Quick Stick, which has small white flowers, and
pink pods; Mountain Immortelle, introduced as a
shade plant for Coffee; and Coursetia arborea with

oblong leaflets.

An encounter with a Silkk Cotton tree
(Bombacaceae) prompted the second nteresting
discussion on the comparison of its thorns with
those of the Mountain immortelle and the Sand-
box tree (Euphorbiaceae). Victor Quesnel jok-
ingly suggested using the thorns of the various
trees as torture instruments. The sandbox is so
named because its wood, as well as that of the Silk
Cotton, was traditionally made into boxing board
used in the manufacture of coffins presumably be-
cause the wood decays quickly. The fruit of the

Sandbox is also a purgative,

Do you remember when you were a child, rubbing

hot, and then using it to burn people! Two differ-
ent vines produce this type of seed.

(Dioclea) of which there are two species: Dioclea
megacarpa and D. reflexa. Then there is the Mu-
cuna rostrata, with a hairy pod that is corrugated
on the outside. The seeds of Mucuna are easily
distinguished from that of Dioclea by the length of
the hilum, which is the attachment of the seed to
the pod. It is longer in Mucuna. M. rostrata is
commonly known as Cow-ltch and the hairs on
the pod are an irritant to the skin. This has been
used to disrupt the workplace by placement of the

pods in air-conditioning vents.

As we walked along spent cartridges (shells) were

a Donkey Eye seed against the ground to make it |

One pro- &
duces pods that are smooth on the outside §

seen on the ground. Dan Jaggernauth warned
against collecting them since to have them in your
possession is a non-bailable offence. Nobody
wanted to be in jail when they could be on a bot-

any trip.

Birds observed along the way included the Great
Kiskadee (Pitangus suiphuratus), VWhite-chested
Emerald hummingbird (Amozilia chionopectus),
Short-tailed Swift (Choetura brachyura) and Ba-
nanaquit (Coereba flaveola). Several common but-
terflies flew by including the small Sweet Qil
{(Hypothyris euclea euclea) and Postman (Heliconius
melpomene), as well as the occasional termite nest

(Nasutermes sp.}.

Finally, a young Moussara sapling {Moraceae) fam-
ily was identified by Winston Johnson. Only one
so far, but at least it was evidence of the original
forest. Various strangling figs were observed, in-
cluding Ficus maxima and F. yoponensis, the former
having larger fruit. F. maxima also has wasps
(Hymenoptera) associated with it which enter
through openings and then develop inside its fruit.

N

Group members along the ‘Road to Hell
{Photo courtesy Kester Dass)

{Continued on page [0)























































