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in Boos 1983 :20), Given the difficulty in identifying 
crocodilians, we concur with Murphy (1997) that this 
record should be considered unreliable. 

Eitniear's trip to Trinidad was funded by the Na
tional Aviary. We thank Michael Gartside for accompa
nying us on Chacachacare and the Trinidad and Tobago 
Coast Guard for providing transportation. 
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Dry Season Spawning in the Cascadu 
Hoplosternum liuorale. 

Hoplosternum littorale (Hancock 1828) is a 
neotropical armoured catfish belonging to the family 
Callichthyidae, The cascadu, as the fish is known lo
cally, spawns in the rainy season, from June to Novem
ber, with main spawning activity coinciding with the 
heaviest rainfall in July and August (Singh 1978). The 
nest ranges in size from 15 to 50cm in diameter and is 
about 6cm in height. Each nest can contain an egg mass 
with 2 000 to 22 000 eggs. 

Six nests of the cascadu were observed during the 
period 19th to 22nd February 2002 in a pond at the Bam-

boo Grove Fish Farm, Valsayn. The nests were of mean 
diameter 21cm ± 2,8 S,D, Four of the six nests con
tained egg masses with eggs numbering 232, 365, 2 467 
and 3 281 respectively. The eggs were treated with an
tibiotic and antifungal agents and incubated following 
the method described by Ramnarine (2001), None of 
the eggs hatched, suggesting that the eggs were infer
tile. The egg masses were small since Singh (1978) re
ported that egg masses range in size from 2 000 to 
22 000 eggs with a mean of 10 500. 
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Rare Butterfly (Helicopis endemyon 
elegans) Seen After 70 Years. 

A butterfly, seen on 21 April, 2002, was tentatively 
identified as six tailed helicopis (Helicopis endemyon 
elegans). This was confirmed when a specimen was 
caught on 28 April, 2002 by Colin Barcant (grand
nephew of Malcolm Barcant, the author of The Butter
flies of Trinidad and Tobago). This butterfly has not been 
seen for about seventy years; indeed, Malcolm Barcant 
never saw it in the field, and the specimens in his col
lection were inherited from his friend Robert Dick, We 
were beginning to think it was either extinct or extremely 
localized, as we have been looking for it in its natural 
habitat, Montrichardia swamp areas, for a number of 
years. I caught additional specimens on 5 May, 2002 
when the brood was still large and fresh, 
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