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Others and miniatures; and Threatened and endangered
species.
There is a legend accompanying each image in the
galleries, giving the botanical name of the species and the
common name where one is known, a brief ecological note
on the species, dimensions in centimeters and the type of
inflorescence borne.
There are two appendices, one detailing the orchid species recorded in Trinidad and Tobago, stating which species occur in both islands and which in one island only, and
giving an indication of the status of the species, whether
rare, uncommon, common, or uncertain. The other appendix deals with the need for and means of conserving the
orchid flora of the twin islands. A Glossary of terms used,
a Bibliography and an Index complete the work.
The photography is in most instances superb. A few of
the images suffer from the size at which they were rendered
and here and there a slight shift in colour.
A problem that an author of works such as this book
experiences, is the frequency with which systematists of
some plant groups either lump genera together or split them
into smaller groups. This results in name changes which
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often take place during the gestation period of the book.
The current work has not escaped the ‘curse’ with the result that there are a few name changes from the ones used.
For example, the species listed as belonging to the genus
Pogonia, have been assigned to the genus Cleistes.
The printer’s imp has been a bit busy with a few of
the specific epithets, rendering the initial letter in the upper case.
Overall the work is attractively laid out; the text makes
for easy reading; and the sections on orchid habitats and
conservation of our orchids a valuable inclusion, for our
information and education in a day and age when in the
name of ‘development’ so many natural habitats are being destroyed. For the general reader, the book, which
is on sale in major book stores in the country and at the
University of the West Indies Book Store, should not be
only an attractive addition to the coffee table collection,
but also an eye-opener to the variety of orchid species in
the local flora.
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