
   

Post-fledging Dependence of a Young Ornate
Hawk-Eagle

It is difficult to study the post-fledging behaviour of forest
hawks, since too often the birds seem to disappear from sight among
the trees. On 22 September, 1999 I found an immature Ornate Hawk-
Eagle feeding at the forest nest below Asa Wright Nature Centre
where adults have for several years raised young. In mid-April I
had seen an adult feeding a downy chick in the same nest. It seems
likely that the same birds were involved in both sightings, espe-
cially as in September I had often heard a young bird calling repeat-
edly, probably trying to attract the parent’s attention; maybe on
this occasion it had succeeded. However, I cannot be sure that the
parent brought food for the young on this occasion. It seems worth-
while to document the juvenile development in this species, espe-
cially as the nesting is so well established in this area, and the
security of these birds is likely to remain in good hands.
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Note: The managers of the Asa Wright Nature Centre have a unique
opportunity to further the knowledge of local natural history,  by
encouraging some of their naturalists on the staff to compile regu-
lar records on the occurrence, numbers,  feeding and breeding hab-
its of the resident birds on the grounds of the Nature Centre.  Col-
lected over a number of years,  such information,  if accurately
compiled,  could be of considerable use for researchers into the
local bird life.  It is likely that some progress has already been made
on this idea.  I am sure the T.T.F.N.C. would be interested in pub-
lishing some of this material.  It would also help the development of
research ability for the naturalists themselves.
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