
NATURE NOTES 

Observations Relating to Populations of the 
Giant Grasshopper Tropidacris cristata in 

Trinidad, West Indies. 

Tropidacris cristata and the very similar T collaris 
(Orthoptera: Romaleidae) are believed to be the largest 
grasshoppers in the world (Carbonell 1986). Of the two, 
only T cristata is found in Trinidad. Earlier, I reported 
(Starr 1998) finding T collaris in large numbers on 
Margarita Island, Venezuela in August 1997.' In con
trast, until the observations reported here I had never 
encountered T cristata in any abundance in Trinidad. 
Although it is not a rare insect, I had never seen two 
individuals in one day and possibly not two in the same 
week, this despite a decade's residence in the area of 
the Northern Range. 

The Botany Group of the FieldNaturalists' Club toured 
the Irois Forest near the south-western comer of Trinidad 
on 20 October 200 I. In the course of a two-hour walk, I 
noticed at least 20 of the grasshoppers, and others in the 
group also remarked on their abundance. According to 
our guide, local forester Wilbur Isaac, they are seasonally 
abundant in the area, and he believed that this was a regu
lar occurrence about that time of year. The individuals 
that I noted were all mature females and males. 

These observations are consistent with the working 
hypothesis that T cristata has a regular seasonal breed
ing cycle in southern Trinidad, with very little or no 
breeding in northern Trinidad in most years. If this is 
the case, then the occasional individuals found in the 
north result from centripetal movement out of the breed
ing areas and are a genetic dead-end. The scarcity of 
individuals in the north may in itself account for the 
apparent absence of a breeding population, even if cli
matic and food conditions are suitable in some years. 
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First Record of the Spectacled Caiman 
Caiman c. crocodilus for Chacachacare, 

Bocas Islands, Trinidad and Tobago. 

The spectacled caiman Caiman c. crocodilus is a 
cornmon resident of Trinidad and Tobago that occasion
ally wanders out to sea and has been reported as a waif 
in the easternmost Bocas Islands of Monos and Gaspar 
Grande (Murphy 1997). Here we document the first 
record from Chacachacare, the westernmost of 
Trinidad's Bocas Islands, where it has not been reported 
previously (Lall and Hayes 2000). 

On 14 February 1999, we examined a freshly dead 
specimen l. 7m long on the beach at La Tinta, 
Chacachacare. It was positioned horizontal to the water's 
edge, suggesting that it had washed in after dying. The 
only visible wound was a deep (presumably non-fatal) 
gash on the left rear leg. Photographs clearly revealed 
the presence of a bony, transverse ridge just in front of 
the eyes which distinguish this species from two spe
cies of crocodiles (Murphy 1997). The identification was 
confirmed by H. E. A. Boos (pers . cornm.). 

Because Chacachacare is visited frequently by bi
ologists who have not reported the spectacled caiman 
on any other occasion (e.g. 34 days by Hayes), it clearly 
is not resident on the island. Given the occurrence of 
this stray individual on the west side of the island, com
bined with the clockwise circulation of currents within 
the Gulf of Paria (Kenny and Bacon 1981), we conjec
ture that it may have originated from Venezuela. The 
only previous report of a crocodilian from Chacachacare 
was from "Bobby, a fisherman resident ofStaubles Bay", 
who reported a dead Orinoco crocodile Crocodylus in
termedius found "floating out of Boca Grande, north
west coast, Chacachacare Island in 1962-1964" (Medem 




