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The next monthly meatingrnf the Club wil}ibu held at the St.Mery's =
College Library on Thuraday 14th:June, -1973. The Clubs business will commence
promptly at 6.00 p.m. and the lecture at 6.30 p.m. This later time is' ta
enable the lceturer to illPFEFHtP_Piﬁ_ﬁﬁlk with s;idggiﬂgyaknéapat about

6.30 p.m. )
' AGENDA

. IReading and confirmetion of Minutes.

Business arising out of the Minutes.

Corrempondence i
«+ LACTURE  "Nematodes and Man" by Dr C.W.D.Brathwaite, 3
6. Ixhibite and Miscellaneous Notes (the plants included in the ..
Tree TFlowering Project will be displayed fram'ﬁaaﬁﬁ.m.]

7. 0Other Bumsiness.

1
2
3. Memberghip '
d
5

FISLD EXCURSION The next Field Lxcursion of the Club will be held on'Suﬂﬁax
24th June, 1973 to the CUentral Range. We will be leaving St.Ma;y'g gpllege,
Pombroke Street at 7.30 a.m. and. a short stop will be made ot the jﬁnntidn of

i b

the Churchill-Roosevelt and Princasu'ﬂaqgnret Highvays at 7.50 u.ﬁ,rjwi

EL_TUCUCHE TRAIL PROJEOT

As errenged at the lest Club meeting, membars of this project group
met ‘on Thursd.y 15th May to begin plapning the development- of~tHe existing
trail from Ortinola Estate up to the summit of El Tucuche; “secornd highest
vealk in Trinidad., It is planned to meet sgoin on Sunday June 3rd to walk
the length of the truil ond to start some proliminary ‘merking of the Foute
through the eastate. o A ; )

Iventudlly we hope to produge & trail guide which will enable welkers
to' identify some of tho features of bieclogical and geographical interest
as they follew the trail. We hope to have something ready for the Club visit
in September. If you ere interested in joining the group working on this
project please contact Brian Cooper (662-4686 or Bfu Dept. of Crop Seience
U.7.I.) or any Club officer. '

TRLEE FLOWLRING PROJECT

.. The purposc of the Tree Flowering Project is to collect basic ot
information on the time of yedr when flowering, fruiting and, leaf production .
oceur in a4 number.of native pléinta. We propose to concentrate our effortie JE

on tree species and twelve have been selefted as being particularly suitabl
Tor this kind of study although, of .course, members are free to extend this
list to other spocies which mey be of particuler interest to them. In .
addition to the twelve trees we arc including four other plant species pf
spgelnl intercst in this type of observationnl: study. _

We would .like os many members as posaible to help-in this project.:
The treea selected are wideaprecad and everyane should be able to find
several in the vicinity of their home or place of work, although it would
agd considerably to the value of the data if some attempt could be made to
collect information from the more remote partaof-the island. We recommend
that all observers record ot leost two of the gpecies listed es this will
mike the task more intoresting.



.
et CAnbnresting,

The method of recording to be adopted is simple and should not take
more than a few minutes for each selected tree, Surprisingly little iz known
about the environmental faotors contrelling Tlowering and fruiting of many of
our cemmon tropical trees and thua the cumulative wvalue of the information we
sollect will be consideratde, At the moment there are just so many things that
we don't know; for example -~ do the pods of silk esotton +{rees in Diego Martin
and 5t, Augustine burst within a few dayg of cne another or within a few weeks?
How closely synchronised are the flowerings of yellow pouls across Trinidad? ete.
You can easily think of many similar guestions yourself und this recording scheme
may enable us to answer some of them in a few years ifime.

The recording scheme startis on July lst, 1973, although members may
add to their initial treesz at any time after then. Recording sheets and

instructions for filling them in will be available at the next meeting and a
small exhibit will be mounted to help people in the identification of the species.
the species we are recommending for the project are as follows:=-

Yellow FPoui Tabebula serratifolia
Silk Cotéon tree Ceiba pentandra

Calabash Cresentia cujete
Cocorite palm Maximiliane caribaes
Barbados cherry Malpighia ceocoigera

West Indian cedar Cedrela mexicana

Carmneon Ball tree Couroupita guianensais
Tevilas Ear tree Enterclcbium cyelocarpum
Cunure Calliandra guilgingii
Salt fish wood Machaerium robiniaefolium
Bay rum tree Pimenta racemosa

ERed mangrove Ehizophora Sp.

Cats claw oreeper Bigonia urquis-cati
Chacenia Warszewiczia coccinea
Bromeliad any species

Heliconid any apecles

Further recording shests and other informatisn can be ebtained from
the co-prdinators of the project: '

Jan lambie, 64 Roberts Stirded, Wondbrook, Port of Spain,

Ray Fordham, Dept. of Biological Sciences, U.W.I. 3t. Augustine.

FIELD FEXCURSION TO TOBAGO, 27th-20th AFRIL.

About 30 members end friends joined this field excursien and most of
the party "ocamped" in conditions ef great luxury at Grafteon Estate thrmugh the
hospitality of Mra. Alefounder, Eweryone in the party is new familiar with the
call of the Coerico and we also enjoyed seeing numbers of very tame Mstmnts and
RedCrowned Woeodpeckera, to mention two of the more colourful birds whieh were
all aroudd the house,

(n Saturday the party made a tour dewn the coast of ToBage to
Hexborough and then croseed over the ridge tc visit Bloody Bay. A number of
stops were made to examine the erogion of old lava flows, which had been
metamorphosed and then weathered to form clays, and are now causing considerable
problema for Tobagoe's road works dept. Looking at the forest, ten years after
hurricane Flora, semeone asked why a number of trees were killed, althmugh they
were still standing. They give a stagshorn appearance to the frrest, the dead
branches of these pre-hurricane trees sticking up above the canopy nf the trees
grovn since 1963, A possible explanation is that though some trees remained
standing after the hurricane, many of those around them were blown down, creating
quite different olimatic conditdons for the remaining isolated trees, Exphsure
to strong winds causing excessive drying compared with the humid, stiller
atmosphere within rainferest cofild nave been enough to kill them.

L variety of seabirds were seen at Bloody Pay including ILaughing gulls, Pelieans,
Least, Royal and Noddy terns and one Erown Booby. Om the return journey a stoep
was made at Fort Gearge, Scarborough,

.
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On Saturday evening turdle patrols at Grafton beaeh draw a blank, but the
group at Turtle beach watched and tagged a turtle, which nested and returned to
the sea succesafully largely due to their efforts. Sunday morning-was spent
visiting Buccoo reef, where in addition to seeing the corals and fish we saw
some cheeky Laughing gulls standing all over the heads and backs of Pelicans
attempting iq pinch fish from them, A rumber of pecple were alarmed by an
apparent deerease in the numbers of fish at Puccog and it is hoped to discuss
thie in the September iassue of the Bulletin,

FIELD EXCURSICN TQ PARI. AND PETIT TACARIB BAYS, 26th = 27th May,

About 25 members and a party from St. Anthony's College took part. Paria
Bay was reached by lunch time, following which half the party went oa to Petit
Tacarib while the remainder constructed a shelter on the beach at Paria.

The Paria party patrolled the heaoh from 8,30 p.,m. until 11.3%0 p.m.,
but, probably because of the presence cf parties of mmnters, fishermen, motor-
cyclists, and other oanpors, ne turtles appeared, although we were iold that
four had neated the previeus Suturdsy, When Murphy Bay, adjacent to Paria on
the East side, was inspected next morning, it was apparent that three turtles had
nested there the previeus night!!

The Tacarib party, exhausded from their long hike, and hampered by a
shertage of water and an excess of frdd, did net begin patrelling until
11 p.m., by which time the only turtle of the night had laid its eggs and
departed, :

As always, the social and recreational aspects nf the weekend were
net aliowed te suffer at the expense of the sclentifiec progreamme, However,
although no turtles were seen or tagged;useful information was obtained on nesting
aleng these inaccessible north coast beaches.

e

GHORD? ROTES

Seminars at the Asa Wrighi Nature Centre. Two week-long seminars in Tropical
Ecology are being held at the Asa Wright N,.C. during July, under the directinn
nf Dr. Jogeph Copeland. Members or anyene else interested iz invited to attend
as a resident or commuter io the Centre for the whole or part nf one of the
seninars, This could be a most interesting and valuable experience far anyone
wishing to improve their understanding of Trinidad's natural histery. Further
details from:- The Manager, The Asa Wright Nature Centre, G.B.0, Bag Na, 10,
Port of Spain, Alan, Dr, Peter Bacon, Dept. of Bielogical Seienees, U.W,I.

St. Augustine, tle patrols at Matura beach. These have been held every week
since March and a number of turtles have been tageged, but a large number have
alsc been killed by poachers,

Nature Trails in the Arima Valley., The nature trails at Les lapas and at the
bsz Wright Nature Centre have now been rermamently marked and the self-guiding
leaflets are available at the Nature Centre, Stheols from Part of Spain and
Tunapuna have recently made use of the fameility, and it ismheped that more will
do so before the end of the school year.

REEVIEW

A Cheap Hock on Tropical Birds, Members frequenting bonksheps may have been

the excellent Hamlyn all-colour paperback series, with titles #ncluding

"Bird Behaviouz", "Butterflies" and "Snakes of the World". A recent additien

iz "Iropical Birds" by Clive Roois,on sale in Trinidad for twn dnllars and forty
cents. It is full of gorgeocus full-colour illustrations, including at least

20 birds found in Trinidad (nice pictures of Scarlet Ibis and 0ilbird), and is
worth buying fer these alone. The text is arranged on ecrlogieral lines, with
the first half of the book deseribing the birds found in different habitats
(Lowland forests, Tropical ielands ete.) and the remainder is devoted in
chapters on such tcpics as "Tropical birds and Man" and "Birds in danger".

Rather surprisingly there are a number of serious srrars in the
text: African flycatchers are described as Tyrannidae, whereas these are the
totally unrelated New Wexrld tyrant-flyeatchers, The Boat-tailed Grackle
(Cassidix exicarms) is described as being a commen species arcund Poart of Spain
wheregs, the locnl species i the Boat-tail or Carib Crackle (Quiscalus lusubris).
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Some of the illustrations are slightly inaccurate, and the Silverbeak sitting on
a Trinidad bird-table (p,99) is unrecognisable, although a superb Kigkddee sits
on the other end]! ' 1

In conclusion, werth buying if you are at 211 interested in birds;
although the text is rather advanced in some chapters, anyone would enjoy the
pictures,

F.3. 1If you only buy cne beock a year, don't buy this - wait for Richard
firench's, .

Future Issues of the Bulletin,

- ~
We intend to produce lunger issueas of the Bulletin, such as this,

quarterly, and the next will be in September, Contributions welcome; the deadline

for the September Bulletin will be August 25th and centributiens whould be sent

to:- Mrs. K, Gibbs, 2 Los Gedos Avenue, Santa Margarita Cireular Road, 3t,
Avgustine, '



Report frou the Club's representative on the Wildlife Conservation Comiittee

Gn 20th June s 195E un Act was passed in the then Legislative Council " to iake
better provisions for the Conaservation of 7ild Ani .l Life in Trinided & Tobago"

During the federal Election Carpaign of the following year (1939) one of the
candidates ir the Eastern Counties ade frequent attacks on the P.I...
Governuient or? the propozed Wildlife Urdinance which he said provided for a tax
to be iuposes on hunters in the fori of"a wanicou tax".

The T.¥, . Candidate failed to win this =seat.

Since then, it would appear, that the Govermiient has been extrenely cautious
in dealin; ith matters relative to Tildlife Conservation. Hence nearly five
years had elapsed before the Vildlife Conservation Ordinance was proclaimed
on 14th larch 19G3.

As provided for in the Law, n Tildlife Conservation Comuittee waa appointed
to advige the Uinister on wll watters relative to Wildlife Conservation.

I have served on this Con ittee as the Club's representative for the three
termas, during the ten years of its existence aund while I greatly aduire the
sincerity and enthusiasn which prevailed at the wore than 50 neetings which
were held during the period very little has been accooplished,

This has been nost frustrating to rie, and no doubt to other nenbers of the
Comnittee who have jriven so pmuch of their tioe, very often at great
inconvenience to thenselves, during this ten year period.

Six years ago the Comaittee recomiended that the sale of "wild i:eat" be prohibited;
Six years ago the Covmittee submitted o proposal for the establish:ent of a
#ildlife Sanetuary at Chaguaramasg

Six years ago the Comiittee suboitted recormendations for amendin: the Wildlife
Conservation Crdinance;

The Comaittee has been repeatedly requesting a substantial inerease in the
#ildlife Patrols and equipnent

To date nothing has chunged or il it has, it has been to the detmiient .of wildlife.
More recently (nearly three yeurs ago) the Committee saugrested that a proper
investigation by gualified personnel, be undertaken into the status of the Cocrico
in Tobago, which wns accuszed of attaching food crops there.

again pore than u year ago the Coiniittee recowiended that pernission be denied
Shell Trinidad Linited, to use the 3lue liver and No. 9 Canal of the Caroni

Swamp to transport liquified Petrolew: Gos by darges,

The Comnittee has recently heen inforzed that decisions contrary to the last

two recoumendations mentioned above have been taken by the Hinigtry without even

the courtesy of discussion with the Comiittee on its recomendations,

Wont you agree that the work of the Cormittee dering the 10 years of ita
existence has been un exercise in futility?

TAN LAMBIE
31.5.73.



