THE FIELD NATURALIST

BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB

R ez e L L S A, R —

lat September 1073,

The next monthly meeting of the Club will be held at the St. Mary's College
Library on Thursday 13th Septeuber 1973. The Club's business will
compence at 5,30 p.m. and the lecture at 6.00 p.m.

| AGENDA
1. °~ HReading and confimation of Minutes.
2. Business arising out of the Minutea.
d. Memberghip.'
4. Correspondence
5. LECTURE '"Volcanic Eruptions" by Dr H. 3ipurdason.
G, Exhibits and Misceldaneous Notes.

T. Other mziness
FIELD EXCURSTION The next Field Excursion of the Club will be held on
Sundey September 30th, 1973,a walk to the summit of El Tucuche. #e Will be

]eavinﬁ St. Mary's College, Pembroke St. propptly at 6,30 a.n. and meeéting

Brian Cooper in St. Juseph'a'Squqre, 6 short distance along the road up
the Maracas Valley from E.M. road, at 7.00 a.m, TPLEASE BE PROMPT SO TIAT
THE STEEP PART OF THE CLYMB CAN BE ACCOMPLI SHED BEFORE IT GETS T0O HOT..
Dr Cooper, who is co—ordinating the El Tucuche Nature Trail Project, is
leading the exeursion and contributes the fal]uwihg adviee for those
intending to join the wall,

The hike up El Tucuche will ingolve a good deal of fairly strenous
exercise and we will be spending most of the day on our feet., The route
igs about 9 miles for the round trip and includew climbing 3000 feet. The
first part of the trail is 'mteep and quite rough so pleasc come with
suitable, sturdy, comfortable footwear. It is most likely to rain sometimg
during the day so come prepared for that too., You wild need food and a
water bottle, but don 't bring more weight than necessary because you will
find it feels twice as heavy by the time you get to the top l.If the
moggquitoes like you and you don ™ like them, some insect repellant is a
good idea, Parking space at the start of the trail is liaited soc you are
asked to "double up" and come in es few ears as possible, ;

Also see the paragraphs headed 'El Tucuche Nature Trail Project' and
'Beginners’ Bird Watching'

CARONI SWAMP — NATURAL RESOURCE OR INDUSTRIAL WATERWAY? by Ian Lambie

At & meeting of the Wildlife Conservation Committee held on 3rd April 1971
the Cormmittee strongly opposed the use of the Blue River and No 9 Drainage
Canal of the Caroni Swanp for the transportation of Sheklane Gas by barges,
& letter to this effect, dated Gth April 1971, was sent to the P.S, Ministry
of Agritnlture in reply to his enquiry, by the Conservator of Forests, who
is Chairman of the Wildlife Conservation Committee.

Nothing more was heard about this matter until earlier this year (1973)

when it was drawn to our attention that Shell Trinidad Ltd., the applicant,
‘had constructed a p:pellne fron their Bottling Installation to o point on ¢

No 9 Drainage Conal, D Poter 3ucun/



e

Ezigaiggafzzzpuund :gself vnsi?ed the site on separnte occasions to verif
dutéa 5 Ta n, § haequent 1Tvﬂatigutions indicated that in a letter 4
. S;at;d tz:fnﬁ: by the P.8. nf the Ministry of Planning ond Development
S 1 here wos no oltjection to the use of the dlue River d
No rainage Conal for novigation ws outlined by you' Shell. "

Iheblniﬂrmmtiﬂn on which this peroission wua granted was that the barge was
to be "a small unit propelled by an outboard motor'", also thot "the rEut

igs estimated to be used once or twice a weel by the barge". Thus pnnmiaziu
had been granted by the Ministry of Plamning and Development even before i
the ﬂ&th?r had come to the attention of the Wildlife Conaervation Committee
Fhu Cormi ttee appointed by Governzent to adgise the Minister of Agriculturn’
in all motters relative to Wildlife Congdrvation. !

Further it now appenrs that a wuch larger unit has been built by Shedl
Trinidad Ltd., and ot present we are unable to deternine whether the Ministry
of Planning and Pevelopuent had given permigsion for the uwe of this unit
which wo understand is 24' x 90 ' and powered by twin diesel engines.

WHAT HAS THE CLUB DONE?
In addition to having several discussions with menbers of the Press, Radio
and Televimion, with officia}s of kf¥ndred groups 8.0 0. P.E., Vildlife Soeciety,
H.A,T.T. ete: and with Goverhment officinls the Club has organised three #
Joint Public Meetings, organised o Panel Discussion on the NMadio and written
letters to several influential pefple. The Pagel Discussion on TTT was
canceollodJhey He Pump&ﬂni{w,ﬂjﬂ&m l‘L (VLS H;M a'fﬁ‘u--

Joint Pubdic Meetings 10th July 1973 (San Fernande) , —
16th August 1973 EPuhlic Library POS
23rd August 1973 (Publie Librory POS)
Some members alao participated in o meeting organised by the Wildlife
Saciety.
Preas Relegses On 15th June and 22nd July 1678.
Lottors Written 7o the followingi-
The Executive Director Caribbean Conservation Apsociatifip
- 22nd June 1973
The Prime Miniater , #th July 1873
The Ron. Kaooluddin Mohammerd 14th July 1973
The Caroni County Council 14th July 1973
The Minister of Plunning & Dev. 17th July 1873
Senior Fisheries 0ffices 17th July 1873
Ceribbean Conservation Agsociation Tth Aughat 1973
Congervator of Foreats 13th August 1973
Chairman of the Tourist Board 13th August 1873
Senjor Fisheries Officer 13th Augmet 1973
All menbers were informed of the Clubta obgectiong in -
the July nonthly Pulletin. . !
POSTSCRIPT o

aupuwt 23rd menbers of the Retidn Conmittee _ .
E%f %, 0l PuE., H.A.T.T., Cedros Fiashing £, i
Agsocintion ete: nopinsted at the meoting of
+ Shell 's use of the Blue

At the Public meeting on
(representatives of T.F.N.
Co-operative, (o roni Youth
Aunpgust 16th) reportad on their plens to preven
River nnd No 9 Droinages Connl. _
The campsign they announced is 1D
1. To seek tnlks with Shell Trimidad Ltdi, .
and the Miniaster of Planning wnd Deve oprnent. ]
2 To opgunise an extengive publie educntion progroone to zote 'the pan
) in the street' aware of what is ot stake, privarily through :
distribution of leaflets and C&T stickers, ond pnasihly'culminat ng

in a boyeott of Shell products. ‘ .
3 ;u phyafcully prevent the ynrge 'Sheld Pelican' from entering the

Plue River B¥ non-violent means. , L
gince this meeting four representotives of the ﬂct}ﬂn_ﬂﬂnn1th;€ hu% “1
meeting with Shell on londay 27th August and tze ﬂllfl?ld Workers Trade
i wns pnnounced that they oye supporting the eanpalns N w
g:;§?1hu nz-u result of the letter sent by the Club to the Frioe Minister, ¥Yeprng,
T

z . invite + the Hiaister of Petroleun ond liines ONY el v soiin
an Bambie wgs nvited L9 S€0 4 by Mr. Ronald Willians of SoAL i 22

threes stogest—
the Miniaster of Agriculture

Friday 24th Bugust, and was occompanie : > .
We hui& to report omn thia in the next Pulletin. . - - 4;qar;“£g;
: <) S m

THE TURTLE CONSERVATI ON PROJECT — by Peter facon
¢ pode on the north and enst consts of Trinidsd fron the
through to the end of July ot lenst one per week. The

PBeach patrols wer
beginning of tareh
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The rosult was o good colleetion of neating records avd o suell anount of
tagzing., Publiec interest in our turtdes potrols increases every year, ond
during this season large nuobers of persons frow wany different walks of
life potrolled the beaches with us ot night and were thrilled vith the sight
of the leatherback turtles nestisg, As in previous yeara, there was & great
deal ©f hunting and by the end of the nesting season the beaches ware
litteres with carcosses,

In ¥May o report was presented to the Minigtry of Agriculture on the status
of the sew turtle resources of Trinided and Tobogo. This sum-crised the
reganrches of the Club over the lost five or aix years oand iole aeveral

FRéommendations for congservation of turtles in this country. Uafortunately
there hus been no wetive response from the HMinistry and the Chief Fisheries

Officer has not yot found time to discusa this report with e, deapite
several requests. Unless sone netion is token on this report scon there will
net be time to have the turtde protection legislation mmendeld hefore the next
neating souson,  In view of the very grest ouount of time ang effort that the
Club bog expended on this project over the years this lack ¢f ony obvious
intercst by the Ministry ta disheartening, The Club oust give gone
congiderction to inopreasing on the Fisheries Departnent of the Ministry of
Agriculture how important we conpgider these turdle resources tc he.

On the internationoi level there hos beon considerable propgress in sea

turtic conservatden. At the Gth innunl Meeting of the CICAR Group (Cooperative
Investiootion of the Caribbean and Adjocent Regions)in Cartagens, Coloobia,
in July 1973, T presented o report = "Appraisal of the stocks ond oonageuent
of sea turtles in the Ceribbean nnd Adjoncent Hegiona' which suomarised the
preasnt stotus of turtie populoticns in ench country in the region and

listed their conservation legislotion and proetices, This report was very
waroly received and the mpember countries agreed thet o Caribbesn asea turtle
condervation group should be egtablished., Thia group will otteapt to prepare
conservation legislation to protect the turtle resourdes of thoe whole region,
will formulate plans for restocking of depleted nesting beaches, will assist
member countries in starting to form sea turtles on o comiercial basis ond
will zerve to eollect and dissenincte information of turtles te interested
persoms in the region and to internntiocnal agencies, such ag TUON with

which it will be closely asssocisted. I have been asked to tole responsibility
for petting this group sterted and hope to keep the Club inforoed of progrews
through subsequent newalettora, :

One othar piece of turtle news of pgreat inportance is that the werld's

first turtle fom - Mariculture Ltd,, of Grond Cayoan — has at last

succeedad in producing ita ovm hotebhlings frou egge loid by faseles fron the
holding ponds on urtificial heschos. This peans thot the famn is now gelf
austaining, Of further interest ia that, nfter only five years since
expericientnl Faming operations bepgon, this foars has on onnual turnover

of €4 1Million Sterling ! Tt's time we started forming turtles in Tobago!

EL TUCICHE NATUHE TIMIL PRCGJECT by Briun Cooper

Wark is continuing on this project and propises of help with the uaking of
pign and infommmtion hoords have been obtained fronm the: Forestry Departoent.
We are nlso investiguting sourecs of funds for the production and printing of
the Troil Guide, i preliuinary edition of which we hope to heve recdy for your
exnoination by the Septenber cuting, Prelininary parking of the treil and
selection of the interest points hns been done. We hope gs many of you as
possible will cowe on the Septenber outing to give ua your cooments ond help,
THE THEE FLOWERING PRCJECT by Ray Fordhom and Kate Gibhs

A start wos pode with this project in June, but few people who were not

at thet oceeting hwve reguested instruction and recording sheets from Hay or
Ian &0 we are cunvussing for aore support. Earlier this year when we were

at the plenning sbage of the project we hud o large nunber of sapporters,

pow is the time to atand and Be counted, During the next coupie of months

we wilk be asking everyone in the Cluly which treew they are recording (and

if not, why not?) in order to get some ides of the number and distrilution

of different specics being recorded. So please cone nnd tell us at the
September or October indoor peetings which trees yBu wre racording, or collect
some recording sheets nnd moke a atort. DBring aleng any questions about the
reecrding schene, problens of identifiention ete: to the peeting too.
BEGINNELRS ' 3LMD TATCHING Ly Geofd Gilbs

There ore only a fow people in ihe Club who ean identify wore thon o

hondful o7 the islund's birds, and this woakes it difficult for a beginner

to beeooe wore preficients. In the two years I have been here I have learnt
to recopnise peny of the islond 's birds, und for this reason Ien Lambie has
nske! me to sseist Club nembors whe wish to take up bird-watching.
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I intend to do this by inviting e hurz to 1u1n “} on Hird—uatchi:# trips &

(LL_} | R 5 ol T SOy :'1 m:d i Yossdings o " (Irong ui soiie oF 4be Qlubls L.aﬂﬂ't-h:i;’f
field excursions. Anyone is welcome to join 1n, a0 lung as thuy are Club
menbers and can bring alon; a pair of binoculars and n notebook. If you are
interested I sugpgest you do one or uere of the following:-
1. Make yourself known to ne or oy wife ad one. uf the Club's indoor meetings.
2. Write to me at The Chenistry Departuent, U.".I. , St. Augustine.
3, Turn up on the Tucuche field meeting - with yuur binoculars and notebook! |,
BIED NOTES hy Geoff Gibhs
Trinidad is rather a wet plece at the vonent and the birds to look for are
wading birds ond swaap hirds. Quite o few Norti anericam waders have appenred
alrezdy on their wny south,and Club nenbers snw Yollﬂwlehs, Stilt Sandpipers,
Senipaloeted and Solitary Sandpipers in the Fishing Pond rice fields on the
Anpust excursion., Hundreds of Giant Cowbirds were aise in evideancc — perhaps
dice Grackles is a better nace after alll)
Another werthwhile place to visit 1o the south bank of Ho 9 Droinoge Cenal
in the Coroni Swanp, eagily nceessible on foot froo the Shell LPG teminel.
The wet fieids to the south of the Conal are flooded and afford feeding grounds
for lots of Tricolour Herons and Grest Egrets, with n good chance of seeing
¥arious bitterns, crakes and raila. The pools on the other side of the Canal
Just beyond the punping station are algo visible, snd held o Loscate Spoonbiil
and weveral Blaclt Skiiiiers the other day, while three core Spoonbills flew
over ot dusk,
CHAGUARALIAS DERELOFHMENT PLAN The ‘ritten Stotenent snd set ol § ops piviag
details of the Governtieni's plans for Trinidad 's N. . peninsular are cvailable
for insapoeticn by uenbers of the pubiie al the liinistry of Planaing and
Developaent, Trinidad Hooge, 3t. Viacent St. and at the Town and Country
Plenning Division, 2 Sdwnr! 3t., 708, alsu wt the llinistry of Tobagc Affairs,
Searborcuph, It would be very helpful if o nupber of Club renbers eoculd
inapect the Flan within the next 2 wseks and give any comients they bave,
in writing, to the Club Secrstary, Ian Lombie, It iy hoped that aEVPrni
Cowxui tbee riechers will do the sane end the Cowgsittoe can then decile whether
the Clul hes any Objections or Representations to noke to the nlnlster. The
tiae limit for these is the end of Jertecher, sv we have to burry !
THE NEXT SILLETIN The next longer ilsue of the Bulletin will Lo in early
Japuary before the AG@! am! will conthin the report on Buecoo Reet, held over
from thig issuve, ond sose cousent on the history and status of the Coerico in
Tobage., The deadline For contriimtins is Decenber 10th, (due to the pressure
of ather activities over the Christogs season), and should he sont tL ;= kirs,
K. Gibbs, 2 Los fodes Avenue, Sunte Horgorita Cirewlor Road, S5t. augustine.




