ol THE FIELD NATURAILIST

BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB

fpril 2nd, 1974

Dear Member,
You are invited to attend the mext mesting of the Club to be held at the

St. Mary's College Library on Thursday April 18th 1974 at 5.30p.m.

ACEMNDA
1; Confirmation of the Minutes of the last mesting.
2. Business arising out of the Minutes
Z. Cprrespondence
4. . LECTURE - 'Park Planning' by Mr., Clarence Bacchus
5, Exhibits snd miscellanecus notes

B. Any other business

FIELD EXCURSION
This excursion will be a walk to the summit of E1 Tucuche in connection with

the nature trail preject, and takes place on Sunday April 28th, We will be leaving

St. Mary's Collegm, Pembroks 5t. promptly at 6.30a.m, and meeting Brian Cooper in the
Sguare at S5t. Jogeph at 7.D08.m. PLEASE BE PROMPT SO THAT THE STEEP PART OF THE
CLIMB CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BEFORE IT GETS TOO HOT 1!

Details if vou haven't done the climb before. Round trip sbout 9 miles, including
climb to 3000ft. Uear comfortable sturdy footwear. Be prepared fFor rain and sun.
Bring soms food and a water bottle, but don't carcy more weight than sbsolutely
necessary, Hring some insect repellant if you arz troubled by mosguitoes. Parking
space at the start of the trail is limited so try to 'double up' and come in as few
cars as posaible,

EXTRA EXCURSICHS

B8ird-walching (especially for baginners),., Saturday April Z0th,

Meet at the Caroni tourist boat terminal at 4.30p.m., for a walk into the swamp along
ths bank of Drain No. 9. Leader Ceoff Gibbs, Mambers without tramsport could reach
via & Chaguanas texi. Oring binoculars if possible,

5t. Joseph - to se= the Samaan trees. Saturday May 4th,

Meet Mr, Ishmael Samed at the WASA carpark, St. Joseph at 4.00p.m. Come and an joy

& walk through the beautiful samaans and hear Mr, Samad's proposals for the area,

'WORKSHOP' FOR JUNIOR MEMBERS - SATURDAY APRIL 20th (8.30 ~ 12,30p.m.)

This iz the first venture im what the Committee hopes will he a regular
programma of activities for Junior members. The aim of tha Workshop is to show you
what being a naturalist really means - how to start bird-watching, or studying plants
or insects; what pouipment you need (mostly home-made) ; where to go. There will be &
orogramme af short telks and demonstretions, and an exhibition.

The werkshop is being held in Bishop Nnstey High School, (entrance Abercromby S5t.).
The buwilding will be opan From 8 30 a.m. ard we will be starting promptly at 9.00e.m.
running through till 12.00 to 12.3Dp.m. Junior membors will also have the oppartunity
of making suggesticns for the future J.M, programme so please come slong if you can.

REPORTS GN CLUB PROJECTS
TURTLE TAGGING PROJECT ~ by Peter Bacon

The turtle mesting ssason has begun ant as in past years cvery available piece
of available man powor is reguired to collect biological information and to stop
the sloughtor of nesting femsles on the beaches,

Fatrols will be organised throughout fpril, May and June and information can EE.
had from Pater Bacon - 662,3319 or Eric Laforest 62,21745. Please don't rely on these
two gentlamen to take you for walks on the beach, Try to organise a patrol yourself,
taking a fow friemds along for company. The more patrols we have on as many beaches
as possible the better our results will bae,
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If you see a turtls:- n

{a) Try not to disturb i _

(6) Only go near it if it is nesting - i.e. don't interfere if it
is crawling up the beach.

(c) Look for a tag on the front flipper. Read and WRITE DOWN tha
number. )

(d) Mote the time of night, the weather conditions, any scars or
injuries, and any other informetion you Find of interest.

(e) Try to identify the type of turtle.

~ " JHere is a key to the turtles in the 1971 Journal, but iF_ﬁﬂu
don't have thiz - draw a sketech of the turtles besck, count
the plates and nstimate how long thoe back is.

(f) Give your records to the Club Secretary.

(g) If theore are hunters on the beach advisa them about tur?la
conservation laws - but don't attempt to stop them physically.

TREE FLOWERING PROJECT -~ Why has it flopped? - by Kate Gibbs

The response to this project has been most disappointing. It was launched last
July after receiving & lot of support at the Club's February mesting ?hen new pro jects
were discussed. FRay Fordham, Gorden Laurence, Victor Quearel and David Wood helped to
select the species to be recorded, and to design the recording instruction sheets.
Ray Fordham acted as co-ordinator umtil he left Trinidad in March 1974, The project
has flopped becauss scarcely anydne is recording any trees, though %uts of forms Y
were given to interested members last June. Ray Fordham and Kate Gibbs: have betwesn ‘?h
them been mcording 9 trees. Has anyone else recorded any? e

Judy Solomon and Richard Jeavons have agreed to tske over co=ordinating the |
project for one more year, until .July 1975, when it will be ebandoned if it dnesa t
receive considerably more support than in 19?3/?4} The recarding forms are going to
be modified, so mach form covers a shorter period of $ime :(3 or 6 months) so that
there is more contact between participants and co-ordinators during the year., The
instruction sheets will also be revised. It doesn't matter when you start recording
a tres. Pick a yallow poui near you now, snd get going, and get in some practise
before we try to re-launch the project this Jume. Enquiriess and*cu@mants"melnnmsy-to
me or the co-ordimators:-

fliss Judy Solomon c/e CARIRI, U.W.TI., St Augustine
Richard Jeavons, nfg.ﬂept. of Crop Secience, U.W.1., St. Aug.
CHACUARRMAS RROJFCT

We have now had 2 Club excursions o Chaguaramas (Mt, Eathering/?unk@r Valley and
Scotland Hay), and a'number of mombers have made additional visits to the arga, &b we
have § general idea of what the N.E. peninsuls loocks like and which parts are Faifly
agcessible ur inscessible. The next stage is to decide what bioloagical inférmation
we need to collect and how, in order to submit a report on the area to the Ministry i::%
of Planning and Development and the Chaguaramss Developmant Authority by the end .-
of thisz year. ' ' : S s

Lots of things need to be done, collecting and collating existing published
and unpublished material on the area, compiling species lists, mapping vegetatioh,
nating any sites of special scisntifie interest, and to. some gxtent monitoring
existing recreational use in the proposed national perk area, & meeting to decide
whet our priorities are and how we hope to achieve them, will be announced in the May
Bulletin, and we hope all interssted membere will attend.

REPORT FROM THE BLUE RIVER ACTION COMMITTEE - by its TFNC representatives

The BRAC haa met Pour times (Jan 23rd, Feb 1lth, March 1lth and 21st) since
mecking with Dr. Edward Towls (the independent mediator)last November. Dr. Towle's
report was handed into Government at the beginning of Decembor and to date Covernment
have mate absolutcly no public statement about the rspurt.hpart from a passage'in
COr. Eric Williems' broadeest to the nation 'on Dec. 20th. He said "With respect to the
pragns, whilst I am sure an occeptuble solution will he found, the immodiate concern
must be to svold Christmas shortage, and sao Shell has been given parmissien to. make
one barge trip up the Blue River to build up its stock te moat the Christmas demand."

Numerous attempts were made in January to contact Mr. Prevatt or ons of his
secretaries to find out why the barge was being allowed to make Furthsr trips, (the:
number had slready snou-balled to 3 or 4 & waek) without success. A letter raising
this and other points was therafore sent to Mr. Prevatt with copies to tha i’
Prima Minmister and the prees on Februscy 12th.  As ¥8L we have received no replya

The progremme of visits to professional bodies and schools has continued with at
least 10 visits or sccompanied taurs of the swamp taking place this year, largely
due to the efforts of Pater Bacony Ian Lambie and Prof. Julian Kenny. Professional
bodies nnd organisations, trode unions and County Councils have been circulated with
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gn infoemation lenflel (issusd Jan. 3Gth} and copies of the Towle report to inform
a8 wide s gross-section of the public as possible of ths truo facts of the case.
Orpanisations which have recently joined the ariginal 10 members of BRAC include the
Eaﬁnrunny Teechors fasocistion, CCO-ONME, ths fssocintion of Profossional Engincers
anu‘Tamié. Owvarsoas conservakbion organisations haye continued to be informed of our
parogress, and a Short reoort was carried by New Scientist, & weekly English journal
(the issue of 28.2.74, pagn 562).

The number of trips made by the berge per week has gradually increased and with
it thae damags. The bsrge Mus run aground savoral times {llustrating tha unsuitabllity
of the cihannel for sueh a large vessel, On one occosian three bargas were seen at
Cunupia at onee - the Shell L9G barge, a second Shell barge and a dredger mounted on
a barge. The barge has bein specding far in excess of the "just over walking spesd"
gueted by Shoelly cousing wash of tho banks and throwing up ridges of mud in the canal
at conziderable inconvenience to the Lour boat operatars. The Express newspaper
or- Maceh 27Eh desgribied now bostmen bhad to take shouwels and buckots to clear mud
thrown ug py the Sholl barye, to clear 3 part of the canal =o thab their 200
passengors, whio had boakod Lo see the swamp, could make their vieit., The boatmen,
Fisharmen and oysterman, hzving thus seen the barge in operation agree that it must be
removed parmanantly fFrom the swamp.

if you heven't yot donc anything to help remove the Shell barge from the
Blua River and hawve Caroni Swamp declared o MNetional Hark, will you plcase write
a3 letter giving your visws to your representative in the Aed House and to the
Minister of Agriculturc and Fisheries, snd do it NOW FOR NDW, we must keep the
Arpssurt up. Conier of the Towle Report arce =till svailable (possibly on loan if
stocks aro getting low) From B,.0. Box 410, Port-of-Sgain. A fow poopls are warking
hard to sottle this barge sroblem, hut they will only sucoeed if vou help,

NEW MEFEERS 1974

Anthany Lwon® Linds Dyer# Gem Motivier®

firenda Arthur-UWonn® Louis Dhamroolsl Shobee Mara j*

Chiclatnn Bratiwni b Donna Ful ton® Christine Morgan#*

Fe¥n L Rorha® Patrice Gopsul# Bogelyn Marfog*

Hnng Boog Cicely Cusrges® Patrice Murpay*

Hgn Howrboan Uynatte Crocnaway® Lerlyn Marcelle*

Linday Blakps Amarna Hassanalf Rose fAnne Medina

Annabielle Hurohame Pearl Houard* Mary Murrcey

Fred Bepnett Catherin: Harpop# David ieals*

Marguerite Chang Fhyllis Hopte® Sharon Marrcyman®

Carrol Christian Barbara KHull Susan Phelps#

Ehlnu Christian Clayton Hnll frnnette Pindso¥

sharon Christoplhors Richard Joavons Ingrid fQuesnel*

drr Chognn® Chiarmainmg ook David Ragks:

Heather Choe-Tinge finn Mahammed Patsy-finn Huddes#*

ﬁqynclu Cilipm Arthony Fiaonwab® Mr. & Mrs. Rohert Rich

saul Chochionnga Judy Metiviers Charles "tephens

Trot Scepcraad® Fariza Shaama# Jsan Tappin* f

Meira Ccott-Floning® Lama Salondy® Maajid Yasmen ‘jig J:
>

* denotes junior member

BUOK REVIELIS

SED TURTLES - ThLiF matiral history and conservstion by Robert Bustard
Collins 1972, 2%0 pages, TT$15, £3.00

.nll membors who huve tuken part inm the club's turtle tsgoing project will enjeo
reading Ur. Bustard's book, He gives 2 good description of the world's seven saa‘ 2
turFla 5pu;ius, Five of which pecur in Trinidad waters, and an up to date aeccount of
thairp n;s;:ng behavior, eogs and young, migraticns and other aspects of their bislo
The book is profusely illustrated with excellent photographe and a number of di i
and drawings. TR

The central theme of the book is Oustard's oun research programme in Australia
Raaders may wish that mope information on the Atlantic turtle populations had b;en '
‘ncluded; but it is Jhvious that the conservation practices end legislaticon which th
author has stimulated in Juecnsland are somo of the most significont anywhere 4 th )
world, The book provides s elose accaunt of the prosent khowledge af tﬁiﬂ ;nt;:ﬂ tF
qrnug of animals end could be a useful guide to future conservetion waorlk ;n Tr nglﬂg
nd Tobrge, Hoter R, Bueony Deat, af Bionlogigal sciences, .41, S
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ECOLUCICAL PRINCIPLCE FOR CCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - by R.F. Dasmann, 3,P. Milton and
F.H. Freeman
John Wilay &pd Sons Ltd., 1973 - 267 pages. £2.00 Paper Edition.

This beok will he of great intgrest to anyone concerned with national developmant.
It provides ecological guldelines for use by development planners and decision
makars and =lso explores the inter-relationships between aconomic development,
consarvation and ecclogy. The authors have used envirenmental evaluation of past
development orojacts - both those that have succeeded and those that have Failed -
to show that sufficient ecolopical knowledge is =lready available to ensure that
development can proceed without loss of productivity and environmental values, both
of which have freouently resulted im the past.

“lthough all seven chapters are well worth reading, some chapters, particularly
Five, six and seuven, are inore relevent to developrment planning in the tropics and

particularly in the Caribbean. The first chapter is concerned with the goals of
development und bheir sttalement und is Folloued by & chapter on general ecological
cansilgerations i which concepts like coaerying copacity, limiting factors, fragility
and .tabilily in ecocysteme ara expleined very clearly. In chepter five on the
develogment of tourisn, Lwe main pointe are stressed. These are that tourism is

basicelly desendent or wnspollt envirommenty and that the infrastructure of tourism -
botels, roads, oouege schemes ete. = could in thelong run adversely affact the

industry -through the deterioration of the environment, Agriculturalists in the
Caribbiesn could jain much From tho discussiorn im chapter six af agroecosystem —
managenant ang its stronn, though justifiedyecriticisms of many modern Farming practiceec.
The tinal chapter reviews the potential ecolegical . impact of reservoir canstruction

ant lrrigetion in the tropical context, and suggests principles and methods af
improvino Future project planning.

The decision mekers in Trinidad and Tobago appear at the presant time to be
more concernad with the political interprotation of economic development and do
not have qualified senlogisis on their tosms when deciding the custfhanafit ratio
of purticular develspment projects in this country, Consaguently, everyona of us
has & responeibility for seeing that our cnvirorment doos not deteriorate further as
sconomic dewclopment procecds. To do this we musl be well infarmad - so thig

lucid end comprehensive book becomes essential reading.
Tyra Bacon

HOAT WEWS: ITENS

SATARN THEES - You mny have noticed the SAVE OUR SAMAAN TREES posters sround the
aavannan in P.0.5. or et St. Joseph and cead in the press of Mr. I. Samed's campaign
to have these megnificont trees protocted from the chainsaw and timber merchant -
perticularly in St. Jushep in the north and at Phillipine in the =auth - where he
would like Lo see kational Parks declared. Such a move would hoth presarve the —
gamaans «nd anable the public to enjoy them ta the full,

If you have 2 Favcurite samasn tree near your home why not put wp & poster by it?
These will bo available st the 8pril meeting of the Club, and you are invited to Jein
firs Sarad for 2 walk st St. Joseph on Goturday May 4th to hesar his prooosals for the
areae (%o pxtra sxcursions, page 1).

DONCT10N TO THE CLUR - Mr,. Jan Linblad bas very nensrously donated tuo of his Films
L the Club. 0One, of tropical rainforest Filmed in Trinidad, is already in our

pesseasion, the scecond ig shoub tho Carani Swamp, including pictures of secarlet ibia,
ant iz srriving soon. UWhen we heve both Films the iecretery will be investigating the
pogssibiility of the Club losning or scguiring & 16mm film pro jector, so that we can
make Full use of the Films and how thon throughout the island,.

CLUB RULES « The committoe has decided to appoint a sub-committee, the chairman and
membees of which will be announced shortly, to rocommend ravisions in the Club's

ruless These were lest revised in 1960 and with the gxpansian af the Club in bath
rambrrship and activities it is felt the time is ripe for some changes = particulerly
with reference to streanlining procedura at Club meetings, organisation of activities
For junisr members and the setting up @ southern bBramch of the Ciub, or at legast of
starting o reguler lecture programme in south, (similar if shorter, than that in FyDe5a)
Copics of mxlating Club rules may be borrowed from the Secretary snd the Sub-committes
will Le dnviting suygostions From membors seon.

MEXT LOMWL BULLETIN - Due out July 1st. Deadline Ffor contributions June 15th, any=-
thing conaidered, send to Kats GCibbs, Z Los Codos Ave., Santa Mergarita Circ. Road,
Hte Nugustino. .




a= ) - '___‘—'—-..._‘_‘_‘_-_'_‘-
_Minutes .of the Monthly Meeting of the Club held at the S%t.

”ﬂgﬁ;;;jé Collecze Librery on Thursday l4th March,;1974 at 5.55p.m.

PRESENT WERE : Mr.G.E.L.L.forest,President,lMr.T.F.Farrell,Vice-Pres.,

Mr.I.Lambie,Hon.S5ec.,Mrs.K.Gibbs  Hon.Asst.Sec.,

Mr.J.A.Correia,Hon.Treasurer,Dr .E.Tikasingh and Dr.B.Cooper

and » other members aond visitors.

HECAUING AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th February,1974

were recd and confirwed.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF '[HE MINUTES

(a) Report on the Field Excurszion to I1t.Catherine and Tucker Valley was
deferred to "Other Buginess" when members would have an opportunity
to view the beautiful display mounted by Kate Gibbs.

(1) Easter-weckend Trip to Guyena. lir.Laforest outlined the proposed
itinerary for this trip and requested thet interested persons
submit their names immediately . He reminded members of the neced
to obtnin a Tax Clearance,Guyana or U.5.Currency and the rnecesgsary
equipment cnd food which they should carry. Travel arrangements
to be made through a Trovel Arent.

(e) Aesistance to Mr.Bal Remdial deTerred to “"Other Business®,

UTMBERSHIP At the last Committee Meeting of the Club 41 persons were
admitted to membership. The Asszociete (Juniok) liembership now stands
ot 80 and the Hon.Sceretory outlined the proposal for a specinl programme
for our Asgpocigte iicmbors tiost of whom arc preparing for the “0"level

bxcwinations in June.

CORRLSBONDENCE  Letter from Hr.Tehmeel Somed drawing the Club's attention
to the dcetruction of Zaman Trees on the grounds of the Government Farm.

LECTURE : %An introduction to theo biglogy of stingless boegh
by Hr.Marinug Sommed jer

A summary of the lecture heving been circulated at the mecting by
Hr.Sommeijer it is considered unnecessary to record in these minutes
what was said by the leecturer, Howewver,the replies given during thoe
questlon-time arc recorded hercunder.

Mr.Sommeijer said thot some stingless bece do try to chase honey
bees out of their nest cepecially during the reiny scoson when food
supplies mny be short. During this period he 2aid; there may be robbery
anong honey bees themsolves,

It reply to snotheor question hesaid, that in Brozil stingless bams
Ore rearcd commercinlly. Howiever,in Trinided,aXthough the bigzer
Trigonini mey be kept for honey production,the yicld wee so low,that he
Wwould ndvisc anyonc intorcstced in honcy production to kecp honey bees.

Hr.Gordon Laanrcnce g0did thet it hod boeon brought to his attcntion
that whon/



that when stingless bees attocked o hive of honey boes they (Stingless)
goave off o pungent odour which couscd the honcy bees to leave the hive
and obscrvetions hove shovm tin © they did not rifturn-

S¥ingless becs produce o high frecucney sound by cantracting
certein muoeles in their bodics. Theze zounds could be heard by other
otingless beoes, On the coentrory,honcy becs could not heor the counds
produccd by other honcy boes.

At thizs point o shodt discuspgion between Mr.Soureijer Mr.Crosg,
and Mr.Ulric Butcher ao to th:t chemicol coaposition of honey ond the
guclity of tho product in relotion to the courece of nector and pellen,
took plocc It woo agroed thot the source of the bocd food supply
did dotcraine the flovour -né cuelity of the honcy produccd.

At the conelugion ¢ vote of thonks wos moved to Mr.Soomcijer by
Mrs.Xote Gibba,

FIELD EXCUHRSTION Arrangeoents for the Picld Trip to Scotlond Bay
on Jundny 3lst jlorch were acnnownced., Membirs wirce ooked to ouboit their
nocs nd motor-cor roegicirotion nwibors te thoe Honoriry Scercinry.

No childron to be cllowed on thin trip.

EXHIBITS yienibere were invitcd to wvicw (o) Ur Seniwcijer's cxhibits

of stinglons beco ; (b) A disnloy of the actericl eslloctcd and rocorded
during thc Choguorsacy Ficld Trip nnd,{ﬂ} Disploy of coaplcted Torte
froa our Plowerinn Tret Proj.ct.

The¢ neeting concluded rt 8.10 9.1 olthough there werce o muaber of
sthor netters to bl diceussod.

Ion Lhoabie
Hongr—ry Scercicry



