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ACTIVITIES — JULY 1975

THURSDAY 10TH JULY  Monthly Meeting of the Club will be Held at the St. dary's

College Library at 5.30 p.m.

IECTURE MCeastal Currents Around Trinidad® by Mr Compton Deane,

This title does not adequately describe the range of
toplca this lecture will cover s.g. WHERE DOES THE OIL ON THE
EAST (DAST BEACHES OME FROM? HOW WILL MORE INDUSTRIALIZATION
ATFECT THE GULF OF PARIA? Anyone who heard Dr Millette in
April should hear Mr Deans too.

THURSDAY 17TH JULY Special Meet at the Forestry Division, Long Circular Rd., at

" g.lU p.m. to diséuss the proposed Chaguramas Naticndl Park and
to Celebrate the Club's B4th anniversary. All members who ars
interested in the Club's participation in planning for the
Park are urged to attend. :

SUNDAY 2T7TH JULY Exeursion to Cedros. A chance to see the Forest, Swamps and
shorelin: of the Sall. peninsula with a gember of the Forestry
Division as our guide. h

Dept. P.D,S, from St. Mary's College, Pombroke , St. ‘at 7.30 a.m.
E&T stops at the Natlopal Brewery, Princess Margaret Tlghway
Em% and at the San Fernando roundabout opposite the-fire
ﬁt.at:ion at B.45 a.m. FLEASE BS FROMPT.

Hesrﬁs: from the Wanagement Committee

The Commltiee is preparing an information sheet about the Clubls activities,
which will be issued to 2ll new members on joining. In connection wilth excursiona
the Committes would like to remind existing members that the Club does not attempt to
cater for children and that members bringing ehildren with them on excursions must be
responsible for their behaviow =d safety,

An appeal 1s also made to members who come on excmrsions to make mors sffort to

| keep together as a group and refrain from rushing cn ahead of the main party. Somecne

familiar with the interssting features of the place belng visited is usua 1y invited

to act as guide or leader of sach excursion. We will only learn from them if we stop
to listen and find out what to look out for during the walk. (For a members view on

this subject ses !May IExcursion to the Mora Forgst'),

Dr Tikasingh of the Caribbean Epidemiology Contre reminds members that they should
have a Yellow Fever vaccination 1f they go into the forest areas regularlyg., This can be
done free of charge at the Caribbean Medieal Centre in Wrightson Road; it lasts for
10 yezrs and has no side effects,

Membership, Address I4st and Addressing Bulletins

If your name or address are incorrset in the enclosed list or if your copy of
the Bulletin does not always arrive, please notify the Secretary. This 1ist should
help members without cars to find someone nearby who .could provide transport to
meetdings and excursions. Membership now stands at 210, of which 72 are Junior
members. This means sending out about 200 Bulletins a month (husband and wife mwmbers
get one between them) and we could do with some npew volunteers to help with the
addressing, particularly from Woodbrook or Maraval op nearby.

If you could spare a eouple of hours every two or three months please tell the
Secretary or Miss Hannah Pavlik, who 4s taking over as editor of the guarterly Bullstins,
My retiring helpert in the St. Augustine area say 1t takes less than 2 hours to fold,
staple, address and stamp 50-60 newsletters, less if you persuade some of your family
to help too. It 4s a chors / left to too few, so please give Ian and Hannah a hand,
and many thanks agEisz to my helpers ~ Kate Gibba.

The Club's Turtle Tageing Projeet by Ian lLambie

The 1975 nesting season has been a very successful ons for Leatherback turtlss
in T&-inida?l. More than 100 nesting females have been ohserved at Matura Bay and at
“thar nagting legnbtinns ~n bhs Marth enast. Thore have haon sevarsl frstarngh
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2d at Tacarib on R6th April,
including T16 which was tagped a2t Matura in 187" and nested a
and thr-zct-;: turtles which nested at Tacarib this sesson, and re-nested later at Matura.

= night of the Tth June, David Iee-a~Fing, Colin lambie and I witneased
the emgrg:g:en Ef more than 200 hatehlings from four nests, including one “hich W&i
being Mug up" by & neating female. It is unlikely that the hatehlings in this nes
would have emerged on that night, had they not been disturbed by the female. Many
of these hatehlines had been flung clear of the nest chamber by her powerful fliprers,
while others remained lodped in the sand 300 — 36" balow the surface. Some of these
_had not yet hateched, while recent hatchlings were still attached te thelr yolk sacs.
We came upon this female while she was still digging her egg chamber and while
removing the egge and hatehlings, still embedded: in:the aa@d, we found ‘that the-
temperature in the nest was much greatsr than the surrounding sand, probably due to
the incubating eggs. In the absence of a thermometer we estimatsed the temperature in

‘the hole to be 105° — 1100F,

The hatehlinga from this nest wexpe. very weak and their movement was very
rmd ted. However, after abouf 20 minutes even those with their yolk sacs attached
becams very moblle and headed for the sea., Those still in the shell were re-burled
by us in a shallow hole dug in the sand. On the same night our observation and
examination of hatechlings which had emerged normally showed that their egg sacs had
been completely absorbed before their journey -to tHe surface, |

It ia gratifying to note that since the introduction of beach patrols by
Wildlife Wardens of the Forest Division on May 10th only one carcass has been found
on ths north section of Matura besach.

In conclusion I must record the valuable aaais’sdmﬁ'-given to Mr Iaforeat and to
Kate and Geoff Giphz'by the numercus membérs who have been participating in the beach
patrols, including those who have overnighted on the north coast, but got itttk slsepl

Extra News From Matura = by Kate and Geoff Gibbs

Dr Quesnel and party tagged two Leasherbacks at N.Matura on June 10th and
recorded twn othors re -nesting:— T106 and T109, both tagged at Matura on April 15th.»
Naturelly we are very pleased to obtain these valuable records. -4 dayetime-vistt to
the other snd of the beach (between Flshing Pond and the Oropouche Hiver) on June
19th revealed 4 old .carcasses andtracks of 4 turtles that had nested the previcus.
night. We were told of cne turtle which had nested in mid-afternoon not long before.

There has heen a tagging party at Matura on 52 nights this season (largely due
to the enthusiasm of #» few poople rather than generdl club involvemsnt). Two=-thirds
-of these visitas were in May when we obtained records for two pericds of 10 connsecutive
nighta, Turtles wers seeri'on 41l byt four pesasions. Fuller repérts will appear in
this year's Annual Report and eventmally in the Club's Jonrnal. However, we would
ks to take this opportunity to thank all the members and friends who came and he .4,
partlenlarly those who made 3, 4 and more visits &£ Marguerite Chang, Brian and Cleo
Cooper, John Cropper, Heward Evans, Qolette John, Hannah Pavlik, Derek Simons, George
Warngr and David Wood. Derek-certainly holds the record for having tagged the most
turtles,; also the only Hawksbill go far this year, He and Célette John will form the
backbome cf next year's teanm and they will be locking for new recruits come Apr{117s,

May ODutdng To The Mora Foreat by Clee Cooper

Those of us who went on the May “exdtiFsion wars abls té~seé 853" Isarn about Mora
foreat and were rewarded with the enjoyment of one. of the mast beautiful natural
bathing pools in Trinidad. e wen® to an area of Mora forest north of Matura y turning
off the Toco Rd. at Salybla-Matura trace. Aftep driving in for about one mils we
etarted walking through the forest crossing the Salybia river. Then we met. the Rio
Seco where we had a. long rest before centinuing upstream; ﬁuné'ﬁeople walke&;inwthe
water about lmee-high, others scrambled up the steep bank and went through fthe !
undergrowth, before arriving at the waterfall ard posl, = =~ .

Before otarting the walk Dr Quesnel told us that the Mora tree had spread from
the South American mainlard'up the river valleys and could be found » wherever it had
becore established, in almost pure stahds - & very uncommen phenomensn for a trﬁpical
forest species. Curiously ird Ggyana it does not cecur in ‘these pure stands.

I Quesngl is doing a Ftudy to determine’ whether the iarge size of the sead'ié
connected with the success of the tree and we were asked to tollegt, seeds to help 4n-
the project. . ' - -"fml?.t ==
*one has been seen nesting once in the .n‘ ; | Tl
the other twice, ? i Tnkervening Rerdody e, pngtd P fes
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It was uni‘cgrtﬁnat-e., however, that maﬁ;,r. people' did not benefit as much as they
After leaving our cars there was no immediate general
annocuncement about the fact that we had to wait for Dr Quesnel to arrive with some

.might from the excursion.

forestera, invited to assist us.

Consequently the majorlty of the party began

walldng and had to be stopped aleng the path and asked to wait, By the time Dr
Quesncl had arrived and given us a very interesting introduction to. the eecology of
the YWora ferest it wos already almoat 11 ofelock; pecople wers getting hungry and

unders tandably anxious to get on to the pool.

Because of this not many people were

motivated to ask the foresters for information about the ferest as we walked along.

Tt would be helpful if in future excursions the group could be promptly
informed of what i3 to take place, or of any hiteh in arrangements and se avoid
rostlessness and frustration.

HABITAT = The Und ted Jations Conference on Human Settlements- by Hemmah Pavlik

(Miss Pavlik attended the Mecting addressed by Mr Feneleosa on June 12th for the Club).

Trinidad and Tobako 1s one of the 138 countries taking part in Habitat, the
United Netions Conference on Human 3sttlements, which has been planned for Vancouver
next year, At & reeent promotionary address in Port of Spain, Secretary-General
Enrigque Tenelesa pelnted out that the most pressing problem affecting world

gettlements today is peopls.

Within the next 25 years at-eurrent population growth

rates the number of scttlements must double, whether they are disperse rural villages
or highly wrbanised eentres. In Trinidad this means that housing units will be
needed for 700,000 additional people by the turn of the century.

. The Habitat Confrence will be divided inta two broad sections. First, each
country will present a specific demonstration preject showing how it is dealing with
such problems 23 unemployment, congestion, inadequate publie transportaticon and
schooling facilities, pollution, slums and squatter settlements. The presentations,
which are to be aulio—visuel In nature, will help member countries discuss common

problems and hence benefit from each other's mistakes.

The second scetlon of the conference will deal with tha faet that presently
uged government policies and programmes do not generally provide adequate mintmum

standards of living for all people.

Some of the more controversial issves which will

be discussed are land-use conflicts, development programmes and agrarian reform in

developing countrias.

Pernelesa feels that many world human settlement problems can be solved with
existing technology if the social will had more say in pollties. Habitat, he says,
will previde a valuable forum te address this central issue.

WEY MEMBERS = since Mareh 1975

Aaron Bernstein
Fhillp GEHellamy
Eddison paptiste =
Mrz Therssz Bates
Mr and Mrs Roy Chapin
Ir De Vrisa=Hainari
honnic Ferreira =
Chriztopher Fisld =
Mrs Graco Fernandez
Frenals Fernandes
Dani=]l Guerra

David Gonoralss
Diarne Gibbs
lfichelle Greenidge »
Christine Henry =
Iynn Harris =

SHORT NEWS 1 TEMS

NO MORE FELLING IN SANCTUARIES

Teslie Jennings =
Mariamme Kummerloew
David lee a Plng
Jean Lee Ghin

Eirk Lumsden

Denise Iee »

Tendy Mayers =
Gillian Macintyre =
Dianne Marchack =
Mr =nd Mrs F. Moreinek
Ierne Manning
Christian Maingot
Mra Janice Heleod
Janct 0liver

Hanneh FPavlik

(» denotes & Junior Member)

Jackle Quamina =
Bernard Rooks =
Ralph Roopchan »

Joy Reid

Nane Rederique

Blins Seepersad =
Iindsay Szhai

Jung Shaw

Mrz Viclette Soulatte
Omar Sectahal =

Mr and Mrs A, Strestly
Paul Strestly =
Cherwl Thomas =
Pauline Williams =
Charmaine Tip Choy

We understand that sinee alarm was raised about

felling of matelwood trees in Bush Bush, the Minister has sent out a directive
that no tress are to be felled in any Wildlife Sanctuary,

CARTBBEAN OONSERVA TION ASSDCIA TION

The CCA has now completed its move from the 1.5,

Virgin Islands to its new H.Q. in Barbades, and is working to secure a regular incoms

from the povornment aof
clearin: house for infrrmation of 2ll linds

he reglon to enable 1t to continue and expand its role as a
concornad with eonservation in bhe region.
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SHORT NEWS ITEMS CONT'D

RARE BIRDEOOK If you have heard rumours that Richard ffrench's book 'A Guide to the
Birds of Trinidad and Tobago! is ont of print and uncbtainatle - you are almost right.
The publishers Iivingstons have gone bankrupt, and a large stock of unbound ecopies of
the book were destrowed to make warehouse space by the printeri? However, 500 copies
were recently found and half of these are coming to Trinidad, secured by the Asa
Wright Nature Centre and the Abercromby Bookshop. B3¢ hurry down and get a copy as
there mre no immediate plans for reprinting,

POLLUTION (ONTROL (OUNGIL This Councid has been established as 2 permanent body to
replace the Jnti-rollution Council. TIts budget of §10,000 for the remainder of this
year does not appear to meteh up te its terms of refersnce, however, we can take
encouragegent from the presence on it of Ir Emru Millette, who spoke to the Club in
April, and certalnly had a clear idea of what needed to be done.

THE YEAR OF THE RAIN POREST The World Wildlife Fund and the International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Hatural Resources are running a special campaign this year
te try and make people aware of the value of trepieal rain forest and the rate at
which it is belng destroyed. They are working to encourage wiser use and to safe—
guerd adequate, representative areas for the future, (More about this in a later
Bullﬂtiﬂ)t

NEXT QUARTERLY BULLETIN This is due out at the beginning of Octobdr and the deadline
for contributions Is Monday 15th September. These should be sent to:-

Miss Hannah Pavlik, 7 Stephens Roed, Maraval. (Tel. 62-21718)
whr 13 taking over as sditor.

STOF FPRESS TTT have apparently succeasfully filmed a leatherback turtle nesting on
‘an sast coast beach) so wateh out for it being shown socon on T.V.



