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'ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING- 1978

Dzar Memher,

You are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting cf the
Club,to be held in the Audio-Visual '’ bomi € St.Mary's College on

Thursday 12th January,1978 at 5.30 p.m,

AGENDA
l; Confirmation of Minutes of the 1977 A.G.M.
2. Business arisingi ut of the Minutes.
3. Honorary Secretary's Report 1977.
4. Honorary Treasurer's Report 1977.
5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1978.

6. Other Business.

FIELD EXCURSION

The fis#t Field Excursion for 1978 will be held on Sunday 22 nd
January to the Navet Dam. We will be leaving St.Mary's College on
Pomtroke Street at 7.30 a.m.,making a short stop on the Princess Maraarat

Highway (Outside the National Brewing' ©.) at 7.55 a.m. Please be punctual.

ARE WE ACCESSORIES 7?2?7277

Information has reached the Cluk of the activities of International
Parrot Smugglers in Trinidad and Tobago. It is alleged that Trinidad
is being used as the transhipment port through which endangéré& and
protected species of Brazilian Macaws and the four Lesser Antillesn
srecies of parrots are heing shipped to Eurcpe. The Antillean spectdes
are Amazona guildingii from St.Vincent,Zmazona versicnlh? from St.Lucia,
ant  Amazona Imperialis and hmazona arausiaca from Dnmtniﬁa;

The names of the smugglers and their accomplices in-Trinidaﬂ have
"zen supplied in the memo. a copy of which has heen forwarded to the
Thief Game Warden,Dr.Bal Pamfial for his action in the matter.

You may recall that hy letter dated :lth Novemter,1277 the Cluk
informed Dr.Ramdial ahout the activities of Mr.Kurt Hergnz,a hird enllecitrr
from Switzerland and the contravention of Section 18 of the Conservation
~f Wildlife Ordinance,1958.

Inaction in this matter may be interpretecd by our West Indian

“rothors in St.Lucia,St.Vincent and Dominica as aiding and abeting.
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BUTTERFLY COLLECTING AT FOREST RESERVE

InSaptember/October 1977,a female Parides (Endopogon) sesostris
wis followed while egg lavino,and*: rnew species of Aristolochia,as yct
undetermined,was fiscovere® at Road # 107,Grand Ravine,Forest Reserve.
Flowers and slips have bheen collected and submitted to the U.W.I., for
i‘entification. The flowers Aiffer remarkahbly in standing erect on the
nlant instead of hanging,and they lack the convolutions of other specics
~f hristolochia (Grandiflora,rugosa,and trilnhata) recorded from Trinicad.

This plant has turned out to he the larval food plant of at least
trm and possibly three papilionids whose L.F.P. were previously
unrecorded. They are Parides (Endopogon) sesostris,the "Southern Cattle
Heart " ,Battus belus wvarus,and possibly Battus lycidas. Larvae cf tha
two focrmer species wers collected and reared,and females of the latter
wore seen performing laying behavdour arcund the tops of trees on which
the now aristolochia wa growindg.

lcecording to Barcant's "Butterflies nf Trinidad and Tohago",the
rarsst of the papilios in Trinidad and Tobago,which he never manaced o
incate was Battus lycidas,and in Septemher/October 1977,I located a small
mateh of flowering black sage (Cordia curassavica) and on this togothor
with Battus belus varus,B.polydamus,P. (E.) sesostris, P.anchisiados,
7. anchises cymocles,P.neophilus parianus,P.thoas nealces were collectad
2t lcast twenty specimens of Battus lyecidas,including a beautiful
currple variation, Damaged specimens were released for breeding. This —
flowaring patch was a veritahle "gold mine " for a hutterfly collectecr.

Or. Movember 29th,1977,in a modified Barcant-type butterfly tran
with rotten guava and mnlasses for bait,was taken what is definitely
* now Brassiolid butterfly fro Trinidad. It closely resemhles
Szlonnphanes cassiope Cr. (see plate 29 of "Butterflies of the World®
"v H.L.Lewis) hut lacks the orange rim on the hind wing. This specimen,
1 fomale,was kept alive and laif eight eggs hefore dving, I will attemnt
to hatch these and raise the larvae.

On December 5th,1977,a male of the same species was taken in a
noarhy trap,thus confirming that this remarkable new addition to cur
fauna is resident and not a chance stray from the mainland od South
"maorica, The female has heen sent to the British Museum for nogitive
i‘ontificatien and the male retained in my collection,

Julius Bros

REPORT ON FIELD TRIF TO EL TUCUCHE - by T.F.Farrell

It has heen customary for visits by the Club to El Tucuche to he
mace ‘uring the Dry Scascn. The visit on Sunday 26th September ,1977,
was in tho midst of the Wet Season and it paifd off in some interesting
finfas to he deseribed later. j

it first the weather was fine (wWith little or no rain,hut-: & the
2y wnre on there were intermittent showers and,hich up on the m antzin,
mivt, Underfont there was soft mud and sometimes even runninc water.

On the way up Balisiers (Heliconia lRihai) were in full flower,and
Joaer Meat (Centropogon surinamensis)was plentiful. Joh's Tears (COIX
lachryma-jobi ) was flowering. This plant,a grass,thrives in wet
situztions and @pparently it takes a wet seasmn to brinc out the flowers
fince on previous visits in the Ary season flowers were not ohserved.

"s usual members of the Rubhiaceae (Coffee family) were present in
sreat variety. The most noticeahle were Duqgena hirsuta,which seeme” tn~
"o near the end of its flowering perind,Hamelia erecta,which is
characterised by having its leaves arranged in a whorl of three or four
ingtaad ?f twe oppesite leaves so characteristic of this family and
Fsychotria uliginosa,so conspicucus with its Pright red berries. Chaconizs
were also scen,but they wore also ohviously nearing the en” of their
flowering season,

On the way up five specimens of Proctoporus shrevei were seen. Thas:
zre lizards related to the familiar Zandolies,and live among the wet
f=1len leaves,

The most interestinco finds, however,were at the top. First of all,

- _

~ing through the mist,disappearing ana reapnaaring  from time €0 £i---
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Hg;q lﬁsrthgﬁz Brtﬁtnn on the éﬁéhﬂa was the vina ths::il?? hz L ﬁ?iﬁﬂ
yarhapy the mest intcresting finds were two plants,Psammisia u;mgs ang,
agd Orthaea asethysata hoth helonging to the family Vageinageae, Thi _
farmer is a vime commoalv called Wild Cleovez,with tuhnlar red vaxy flowprf
witk white tips. The lakttar-has red tubular floweys and i3 a shry
The yeymng leaves are a hrilljant red,and altheugh 2n previeus oegasiens
the plant bad heen potice?,it eould not he idertified for lack ef flewars.
t nknulg be noted that the specific name of the Wild Clave,uriehiini,

éa? ¢ aftar Br,Urich,a foundatinrn memher of the Cluh, _

glnn visiting the flrvers of Psarmisia was a Oreen Nermit Rusmminghird.
Phis litkle green hird with itz shining arean feathers leekine liko
acltex matal ,ia a hoemutiful =icht,

REPORT ON_FIPLD TRIP TO MARACAS WATERFALL - T,F.Farrell
Yye axeyrsion en 30th Ockeber, 1177 was te a peint ahove the Maraoas

v=1l1y, At eme stage the trail hroke awav fx @ the nathway and elimhad

up § skeqp slepe te a ridge whare the qoine was easier, What with the
uuiginuﬂs of the slope some mombers of tho party travellad mere on
thelr pgsteriors than on their feot, It was noticed,cspeeially whan
tryvellimg 2long the rifdage,that epiphytos were scarce and,cuite unusual
in thesg hoavily forested arcas,thofrliace of the Fig trees eauld he
syen, Teastruokion by Hurrieare Alma was alss abvieus,

N{ght at the hegirnina nf tha trail a vine with eff-vhite tuhylar
flewarys was seen, This was shviously a memher of the PTulvllﬂllc;lnﬂ
it proved ko he l'esechites trifida, ™his vine wan orewine en & Cassava
nlant (Mapihot eseulcnta) which was in flewer, Thin was ap unusual
snicht ar ocassavas fn not nften flownr, .

Sem~ way yp the traill a vina arowing »n a tree wera idantified as
Teteapterys Adisgelor,2 memher of the Magphl iaceae, Further alonc the
trail 2 qrass with fairly broad leavesz was identified as Alyra eordifolia,

Grrwing on xettirg leaves,a lcaflcss herk with vellow flawers and
pale vellow stems waz found, This proved ta he Teiphaimes aphylla,a
srorophyta, This was an oxample of a plant rodd ed tn the harest minimum,
i.g, reots,a small plim atem an! a flewer, Thore is no chlayephyll
hagause as its desoription indicates,it suhsistes on rottina vtgttat;nn.

2 small tree with peelinc hark,green underneath,was pleptiful om the
stenp =lmpe and en the ridoe . Its voung loaves were nink, Many sanlinam
of thio tree,identificd am Myrcia leptoclada,were alse =non,

A low shrub,in fruit only,proved to hec a momber ef the ubieguitrus and
plentiful Pubiageae family, Pasychotria involucrata. Some way up tho
nlope another membher of the same family was found, Its inflerescenec

as a head ‘'of flowers under which were two Alrty red hracts,and the rlart
'as a shrub, It wam identificd =2 Cnphaclis purescens,

" Abhava the falls the stream forms little pools wherea ene samn bathn,
Quite a

nywber of tree ferns are grewinm in thia area, R
St PR

ANYONE INTRRESTED IM PLANT GFROARAPHY 7277

The pyrpasc of Field Trips i3 to preosent memhars with ar opporturity
for leapnimg alout the pl mts and animals of the Country at first hapnd,
With se wany pecple trampling threough the bush as we have mn most trips
thare is little sprortunity of seeipg animals,but tha plants gre always
*here, ield Trips mnul@ prohably Facome more interesting if seme
study of the plants were made, I ﬂuggﬂs§ An cxercise in mapping the
distxirutien of soleeted plants. Some lke the Chacrnia seem to be
evaryvkeyd; ethers like the Wild Ixora seen te he rastricted En gertain
arcas, Perhaps wa eould choosc half a dozen plants tiiat are easily
racnmisakble and reear® their prasence nr aksence at averv site we vieit,
1f anvene 1s intorested please get in truch with me.

Victor Qwesnal
LIVING WORLD ~-~ OUR MNEW-LOOK JOUPMAL

L great “deal of discumsion took placz rFafore we Aecifed to change
“h2 style of eur Jeurnal and now that the change has heen made ,I wonl-l
like to have memhers' vious on sera snecific ~ointa.
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LIVING WORLD ;
.+ Should we find a place f @ our motto "NATURA MARIMBIMIRANDA I MINTMIS"
Z. Do you like the variety in typefaecsz for the titles,or do you prefer
a uniform typeface ?
3. Do you like the typzs broken up by decorations ?

Please let us know of your preferences . Any suggestions are welcome,

WHAT A CHRISTMAS PRESENT - BIRGE LEAVES SWAMP

The Club and other interested Organisations which formed the
LI RIVER ACTION COMMITTEE in 1973 were given the g od news that the
#ar-2 Pelican had been withdraen from operations on the Blue River an-”
7-.% Drain in the Caroni Swamp.

This announcement was made hy Mr.Fred Talma,Managing Directrr
~i ¥.P, at the commissioning cf the L.P.G.Installation at Sea Lots on
Thuraday 22nd Decemher,1977.

The Cluh was represented at the function by President David Ronks,
vizz=President Victor Quesnel,Dr.Julian ¥enny,Mr.G.E.L.Laforest and
'~n.Secraetary Ian Lambie,

More on this in the next Quarterly Bulletin,

NOTICE OF AMEN"MENT TO THE RULES OF THE CLUB

The Management Committee of the Clubk is proposing an increase in
+he Annual Subseription payable v memhers to Ten Dollars ($10.00) with
Junior Members prying Five Dollars ($5.00) . Admission Fee remains =t £19,00
7~ he proposed at the Annual Ooneral Meeting.

¥ours sincerely, -

pzted 3rd January,l1378 onorary Secretary



