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““THE FIELD NATURALIST

SULLETI Qo i (FYIPAP: AN RSP FIFHp NATURALSTS CLue

Dean Memben,

You are Lnvited o attend the Monthly Meeting of the CLub
to be held at the Audio-Visual Room of St. Maay's College on Thursday
13th July, 1978 at 5.30 p.m.

AGENDA.
I. Confiamation of Minutes
2, Busincss Andising out of Minutes
3. Announcements
4. Lectune " 04l Pollution"
by Mrn. Prem Nandlal
5. Exhibits and Miscelflaneous Notes

6, Dther Business

FIELD EXCURSION

The next Field Excuasion wilf be held on Sunday 30th July
sham Noath Post Lo Macquendipe.

We willf be Leaving St£. Mary's Coflege, Pembroke Street at
7.30 a.m. and members are asked to be punctual.

This L& a half-day trip.

B7th ANNIVERSARY

The Trninidad Field Naturalists CLub was founded on T10th July,

1891. Thus an T0th July, 1978 we will be 87 yeans old.

Te mank the occasion a Bar- B- Q- Party willf be held at the
Empercon Valley Zoo on Friday 21s8¢ July at 7.30 p.m. Bring your chichen
on meat and draink. Charcoal Fire and Tee will be provided. During thz
rvendng the Photegraphy Group will put on a slide show.

MANATEE AT MANZANTLLA

A MANZANILLA ESTATE MANAGER has reponted that im mid-APRIL
4 manatee was washed ashore on Lowenr MANZANILLA Beach,

It was butchered and the meat s0Ld in Ontoire Village.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Annual Subscriptions ($10.00) are payable at any Monthly
Meeting of Lhe CLub, onr they may be forwarded zo Mr., Amin Mohammed,
the Honorary Theasurer, cfo DUVAL ASSOCTIATES LTD, 129 Edward Street,
P 0.5,

OUR 1979 JOURNAL

Dr. Victor Quesnel, Chairman of our Editorial Committee,
withes to nemind all membens that matenial fon inclusion in the CLub's
1979 Journal should neach him at No. I Palm Avenue East, Petif Valley,
noi Later than 30Lh Scptemben, 1975.

Otner membens of the Editomial Committee are Dh. Petenr Caoosn
wiid Ma, Richard f(french.

i
g



FIELD TRIP TCO THE OROPQUCHE CAVE = 19TH MARCH 1978 (V.C. Quesnel)

As on previous occasions, the trace from the Cumaca Rd te DBrothers
Istate was a guagmire of mud which we did well to negotiate in one hour. On
thig trip we were informed by the overseer that the trace is least muddy in
May, s fact we should remember in plenning future field trips. On this occa-
sion, Ian Lambie left with 2 small party an hour before the main party aml
took & leisurely walk to the estate, stopping for bird-watching on the way,
The two groups arrived at the same time and we all gathered near the cocun
louse for a short talk on oilbirds by Ian. Ye then split into two pgroups once
more, one group going with Ian inte the cave to observe the birds and explore
the cave and the second, smaller group coming with me to try to find the Oro-
pouche Sink, a funnel-shaped depreassion in the terrain about 2 km west of the
cave. I was keen to find this because the Ordnance Survey map of 1927 shows a
river running into this depression and disappearing; te me, this river seemed
no likely source of the water in ths cave.

I had brought aleng everything that we would need to test the theory,
mns, compass, dye. ''e planned to follew a ravine west for about 2 lkm =2 then
strike due north by compass till we reached the stream that runs intec the Oro-
pouche Sink., Having found this we would follow it te the point of its disap-
pearnnce, plage some dye in the water and look for the dye apain in the water
coming out of the cave, That was the plan. Unfortunately, events turned out

oihorwise.

Heving placed an old handkerchief in the water at the cave's mouth te
chsorbh the dye, we found what we thought was the ravine we wanted and followed —
it for at least 1 km., Although some of us had doubts very early on that it was
the right ravine we persevered with it because it ran more or less in the rirsht
direction. Also, at one place water ran along its bed and disappeared through
crevices in the limestone which was interesting. However, having finslly decided
that we were in the wrong ravine we crossed over & ridpe into another for the way
‘ack rather than retrace our steps over familiar ground. Having reached the
ctve ngain 1t became clear that the second ravine joined the one we originally
intended to take and the reason for the mistake was the small scale of the map
#hich did not show the ravines exactly as they were, It was now too late for
the original programme to be carried out but I was determined to return because
everything we had seen convinced me that the original plan was feasible,

Ian's party did not attempt a census of the nests. 4 count on our
previous visit in March 1976 had given 254 and 247 nests but reports of nest-
robbing have recently reached me and another count should definitely he mude
on our next trip to the cave.

Ty SEARCH FOR THE QROPOUCHE SINK ON 21ST MAY 1978 - (V.C, Quesnel)

.

A group of 10 members of the club returned to Brothers Estrie con 218t )
Moy esper to continue the search for the Oropouche Sink and the elusive river
Flowing into it. !e were &t the cave at 10 a.m., after an eerly start snd this
time had ne difficulty in finding the right ravine., U'e followed it for about
j km before coming to a steep cliff where encther ravine joined the one we were
in. "e took the right hand ravine and found ourselves in very rugged country
with huge limestone outcrops, deep crevasses and thick vegetation everywhere.
Cutting a route through was tedious work, After a good deal of wandering around
ve eventually came upon the left hand ravine that we had ignored further back,
The pgoing became much easier znd when I Jjudged we had gone far enough west we
struck out north and soon found ourselves climbing a hill. Part way up this
we could see other peaks and after taking compass bearings and consulting ocur
maps decided that we must actually have crossed the ravine where the river we
were seeking should have ‘been but there was no water. It was time to turn back.
“e retraced our steps making a careful search for water in the gully at the foot
of the hill but found none, "e rveturned easily by the main ravine.

‘'hat conclusions can we draw? Ve cannot have been far from the point
e were trying te reach yet we saw no water. The most reasonable concluszioans
are that the river shown on the 1927 map as a permanent river is now o seascnal
river and, bearing in mind our discoveries on the previous attempt as well as
this, that water seeps through crevices in ,the limestone over = wide area, runa
underground through many channels and eventually intc the tunnel which hecones
?he Oropouche Cave. One more expedition will be needed to settle the matter but
it will pow have to wait until next Year.



FIELD TRIP TO THE ARIPO CAVE ON 30TH APRIL 1225 - !?.GI ggaanull

This must surely have been the most popular of all the club's f%elg
trips. Ninety=-one persons participated, 38 of them members and the remeinder
rueste, Hans Boos has elready circulated to members his account of the trip

so I will make my report brief,

J tried to plot our route on the map as we walked but without toc much
succesa. At the cave we tried to do three things 1) determine the length of
the cave, 2) map another section after the inltial section that had been done
fn Feb., 1975, and 3) determine the number of oilbird nests, The exploring
party attached a cotton thread to the knotted rope they used to elamber down
the second precipice, unreeled it am they went and broke it at the entrance tc
n large chamber deep in the cave, They brough back 150 ft of the original
1500 £+, Only a tentative exploration beyond the chamber was made but the cove
is known to extend beyond the chamber as a narrow tunnel for guite some distance.

The mapping party measured and took compass bearings on 441 ft be-iuaniz:
at the firast precipice where the mapping had been diacontinued on the previous
cccasion. I hope to publish a drawing in this bulletin at a later date when
more mapping has been done but we now know that the entrance chamber is 250 Tt
long and tapers off gradually over the next 290 ft to the first precipice which
is 27 ft. Ninety-one feet later there is a mecond precipice of 17 ft. From
this to the second large chamber is 1350 ft. -

Richard ffrench was in charpge of the nest count and his report follows.
"I oounted approximately 100 occupied nests in the cave. This numher
compares unfavourably with 200 nests recorded by David Snow in 1960. TIndicatiors
in the cave are that poaching still ococurs occasionally, as also at Oropouche”.

ARIPC SAVANNAR NEIS = (V.C, Quesnel)

The Secretary of the club's Conservation Committee arranged a meetin
of the committee with representatives of the Town and Country Planning Divisio.
to enable the club to put its case for greater protection of the Aripo Savon-soha
The meeting took place at the Forestry Office and was mttended by representotive:
of the Forestry Division and the Trinidad and Tobago Tourist Board in additio:
to those from the club and the Planning Divieion. At Dr, Kenny's invitotion T
pave a short talk on the ecological aspects of the savannah highlighting the
lerge number of endemic and unusual species living there, The ensulnz discussicz
showed clearly how many and serious were the threats to the existence of ihe
savannahs from activities related to forestry, agriculture, mining and urbanizno-
tion, The representatives of the Planning Division declared themselves in frvouvr
of preater protection and promised to take action in preparing plans for the :r
Our conservation committee is to keep in touch with them and present specifia
proposals at a later date., It was agreed that in the meantime greater proteciic:
could be achieved by enforcing existing legislation.

The meeting was very successful and augurs well for the aafety of tia
sevannaha,.

The Botany Group continues its study of Cg§tuﬁodium Broadwayi in th=
north savannah, ver plants have now been labelled and observaiions are
being made on all of them, The flowering period is now over for the tine beinr.
Although many plants flowered only nine produced fruit and all nine only cne
frult eash, Thuas, there geems to be n dearth of pollinators and, as yet, we ‘o
not know what the pollinator is.

A full report will be prepared after our first year of study,

Although now under water, the savannahs are 1ocking very besutiful
with Byrsonima crassifolia in full flower and several other plants in flower
too - an unidentifled orchid which we had not noticed before, the tiny rulincecus
plant Perama hirsuta and the grass Paspalum EElchallum. Besldes plants, octher
interesting things turn up ege the nest of what must be the goldenthroat
humming bird (Polytmus puainumbi) first recorded oB 11th June and the nest with
two eggs of the Pauraque or ‘hite=-naped Nightjar (Nictidromus albicollis), Bot:
of these records are important because very little is known about the greedin-
of these birds in Trinidad, )



LIVING WORLD

Hembers who have not received a copy of the CLub's 1977 / 1978 Jounrnal
"Living WoAld" may coflect thein copy at the Monthly Meeting.

TURTLE TAGGING PROJECT

Afthough xegulan patrols have been made on the Matura Beach and ene
patrol at Tacarib dumning the months of Aprif, May and June ,4t now appears
‘that 1978 has been a poon year fon tuntfes. Less than fwenty nesiting
females have been seen. Patrnols continue fo be made in the hope of
encountening othen species,othen than the Leatherback,which nest Laten

in the yean.

MEMBERSHIP

Intenesd in the CLub and in its activities continucs Lo ghow., We ahre
now mailing 365 circulars monthily.
Yours sincerely,

, Tan Lambie
30£h June,1978 Honorany Secaeianry



EANECTD . | AND = WATER

A brief talk delivened by Ian Lambie, Honorahy
Secnetany of the Trninidad and Tobago Field
Naturalists' CRub at the Totary Luncheon on

Tuesday 23nd May, 1978,

ﬁﬁfihﬁ:the first half of May 1978, much attentinn was focussed on the
Jastruction of our forests by fires which occurs during the aqnual
nQY ATASON. Now in the latter half of the same month, tbe r&ang have
arrived, and the fires are all but forgotten. Flrnoding is now 1in the
headlines.

Our very complacent population has become accustnmed tn floeding in
1ow lying. arcas during the annual RAINY SFASON. We have become
accustomed to loss of crops and livestock, damage to property and

nccasional loss of human life caused by these fleoods.

In some areas there is a threat of typhoid and residents have to he

innoculated.

should we continue to tnlerate this annual wastage and expenditurc?

The Aantwer must he an unequivncal NO,

Let us examine the causes of this flooding and what steps could be

t=lken to relieve this undesirable situation.

Simply put, flnoding is caused by the inadeouacy of the present

Ay a4 3
ralnage system to contain the volume of run-off during heavy rains

Tl =1
But tﬁer, is much more to this problem than DRAINAGE, and todav
aentle o v o :
men, I am pleased to have the opportunity to pass on to ¥ou the

srinio
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Lrgent MATIONAL mattter,

The C i
€ Club is of the opininn that Trinidad and Tohaon is

the viectim nf
MANAGEMTMT PROBILEM,

Y TTAVTENSHED i
It is not that teday our comreRy i.

E-:’:.)-’.‘.-’I l-.,ﬂc Ihﬂ I'i L= & = e f l]_l I’lll ? - Ly ]

f;‘-‘:l tl‘_'r'.'_l"‘.r" 1 t I[as iH =] ] ie i &7 I I n ]_
e ra »

"|:.| t 1 f.??! qu_T q ]
1 { J.I I.I].I s B '.': HR‘F‘,?’IQ allﬂ F’sl}et:- ? & () & ] [:q I! I-I’q
==y u J..{ e

have now heen @
emded hv hullde i
: Zers, chainsaws
o 5! and by the 2
TAC1ous reasons, ‘ weeln S



rapid run-off during the BAINY SEASOM, loss of valuabhle top snil

the
2nd flonding in low lyine areas, as previcusly mentiened.
2ut this rapid run-nff alsn reduces percnlation throuch the snil to

replenish underground reservoirs, remulting in low productinn from wzlle
and springs, as can he confirmed by W.p.80, It alsn mauses nurlrivrr'

tc ha seasoned rather than perrenial, as thevy were in the past, and

milting nf our dams and reservoirs,

LAYD - A VALUARLY NATURAL RESOURCE

Trinidad and Tohago is a small Country with a large, growing popul=akic:,
There are ever increasing demands for the available land svace, for
housing, industry, agriculture and recreation.

It is necessary that the LAMD must not he seen as a commodity to be

sold #0 the highest bidder hut as a vAaluable and limited WATURAL
ATSOURCE to be utilised for the greatest NATIONAL henefit.

H#ow best can this be achieved?

RECOMMEMDATTONS

The Club recommends, in the interest nf our €ountrv and in the . .

intercst of its citizens, the adopticn of a MATIONAL LAND USE PLAM,

"meed on LAND Capability and nther avilable relevant informatinn wit
1 ©ontinuing monitorineg system and the scientific acquisition of
rizlavant data.

“uch PLAN should provide for the tehentwon of FORFST RESERVFS,the
dnnacement of YATERSHEDS, the exclusion of squatters from such arcas
" the control of acricultural fires which in the Club's opinion is
3 major contributor to the destruction of nur forests.

I frust that the Rotarv Club and other responsibie nrganisations wil’
join with the Field Maturalists' Club in advncating the wise use of
~ur YIATURAL RESOURCES for the common gond and for the enhancement ~f

~uxr well being.

I thank ynu,



