'“VTHE FIELD NATURALIST

BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD AND TGBAGD FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB

Dear Membher,
¥ou ore invited to attend the Monthly Mocting f the
Club to Le held at the Audio-Visual Room .f 8t. Mary's College on
Thursday I2th July, I979 at 5.30 p.m.

i

LGENId

L. CONFIOMATICN OF MINUTES.

9, AUSINGSS oRISING UT oF WINUTES.
A ANNOUNCEMENTS .
FAE. LECTURE " NATUME yHOTOGRATHY™
by lir. Roaymond Mcndcs.
5. BEHIAITS uND MISCHELLANEOUS NOTES.
6w OTHER JUSINESS.

o

Mr. Reym nd Mendcs is o Chief Exhibit Ireparntor ot the dnerican
museum of Notural History in New York.

/ FIELD EXCURSICN
i
O Sunday July 29th, the Club will be visiting the Moruga

Douff, o mud volcano in Morugo. We will be leaving 8%. Mory's
College at 8.00 a.m. and after o brief stop on the Irincess Margnret
Highway, outside the Notional Drewery at 8.20 a.m, and will procuced
to Morugn via the Naparima-Moyaro Road ot the beginning »>f which
(N.M, Bd,) ancther brief stop will be made ot 9,00 o.m.

THESEIWLTIVN F HISTORIC JUILDINGS

- The Town ond Country Flanning Uivision is preparing on inventogy
of Historic Sites ond Duildings worthy of prescrvotion and has
invited members of the Club to assist it in this exorcise.

JUSH FIRES

It is o popular belief in Trinided and Tobogo thot s.me bush
fires are sterted by the aection of "fire-stones." The Mangrement
Committee of the Club is offering o reward of $I,000 to any person
who can demonstrate how bush fires ore started by this meth»d.

LRELIS OF SUJSCRITTIWNS

jinnuel Subgeriptions beeome peyable on the Ist of Jonuary cach
yeor., However, the Club requests thot subscriptims be poid beforc
3Ist Mereh.

An unusually high number of members are siill in orreors ond
those persons ore oeked to forward their subscriptisns (UI10.00 onaudlly )
to the Honorary Treasurer, Mr, John Hilton ot # 4 The Straight, Casecode,
without further delay.
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‘ .C. QUESNEL)
'WIELD TRIP TO SHARK RIVER =  25th March 1979 (V.Co Q

i this date but reports indica-
had planned to go to Bols Neuf on ; B
ciigiziitytz: u:eapwaa too muddy for o successful trip prompted a v;sittﬁzﬁsw:;-
;iigr instead. Advertisements in the Prﬂs?lh;dhlodugzr;znzeiiivietwiﬁted it
been despolle ¥ q
derfully scenic spot might soon : L N iewe it
. The North Coast Road crosses Shark River ne .
i van-taseitacely obrious why it R N vise 16 Michipt, fisuan
bling those of Grensda much more than 1 : : Gtih abte A Tefen
- i boulder-strewn bed and emptli
beautifully clear and sparkling over o ; e
ho explored the river up
idal ol before proceedings to the sea., Those w : 3
E;:; t§§ bridge reported that the boulders were present up to a pu%ntﬁﬁﬁ lea:; .
2 km up. They sesm to be of igneous rock but the only nutcre? of igneous ro ‘P;
Trinidad in several kilometres to the east between Grande Riviere ond E?ﬁﬁ SGT:-
so appearances might be deceiving., It is a pity the party did not include a ge
logist who would have been able tc identify the type of rock.

i awam and fished in the river, I took a group of about 15 perscns n
Eztiatﬁzh222rbyﬂ?orest where we collected plents and had a look at t@e Veg?t?t¢u.
The outstanding finds were two large cannonball trees (Courcupita guiancnsis .ﬂﬁ
the first nngelin (Andira inermis) I had seen in the wild., As we wers retgrnlnb
tc the cars, we noticed n large tree decorated like a Christmas tree with what
appeared to be translucent light bulbs., YWe managed to retrieve some of th?se
bulbs and found them to be peculiar, berry-like, black fruit enclosed within a
yellowish, translucent, expanded calyz which glowed in the sunlight, The tree
was later identified as Toporite (Hernondia sonorn),

FIELD TRIP TO TACARIB =~ 28th - 29th April 1979 (V.C. QUESNEL)

Az usual on these tripa to Tacarib, there was a party of energetic hikers pro-
ceeding on foot from Blanchisseuse to Tncarib in nddition to the 4 boat-loads

of less energetic members. The scafarers arrived first and set up conp neor

the cutecrop of rock at the western end of the beach which had chanpged consider-
ably since my last vieit in 1976. Our camp site of that year, well above high in
water mark, had been washed away by the tide and we now hnd to coamp arieng the
alpond trees higher up.

in

With the settling/chores completed, o small group hiked to Madamas Bay. A8 usunl,
I collected plants along the way but there was nothing new except n pretiy little
Tuphorb, (Phyllanthus pulcher), near Byron's house, This is an introduced plant
native of Malay., On the way to Madnmas, I had noticed a wet patch nesr the trail
and presumed that a spring had caused it, On the way back, at the some spot, I
heard the sound of =small objects falling and presumed that these werc flowers
Talling off a tree., The others in our group who were ahead of me had, however,
stopped to investigate and found that the sound was cnused by drops of woter
falling from a tree., Their report to~me later made me wish I had stopped to
investigate too. I might have been ﬂhle to didentify the tree but it was now too

- late to go back. Another lost opportunity, or so it seemad.

Only two turtles come up that night, The first was already tagped; the second
was not, but owing to the temporary misplacement of the tagging tool it could

not be tagged. However, records were node of their behaviour and the numbers

of eggs laid. By 2 a.m, everyone was off the beach and sleeping or trying to.
A check in the morning showed that no cther turtles came up afterwards,

The boats were not due to return for us until 10 a.m. so there wag plenty of
time for a stroll along the beach in the early morning sunlight. I found a
humming bird's nest with two eggs on the twig of an almond tree overhanging
the beach but the poarent bird Adid not return while I watched so the species
remains unidentified, However, the only humming birds I sow nearby werc Common
Emeralds (Amazilia tebaci). In examining the vegetation behind the beach, I
was struck by the large number of cabbage palms (Roystonea oleracea) snd : 1
found 5 treee of bois tatoo (Rudgeo Frecmani) all in Full bloom, o faect which
fccounted nicely for the sweet scents szting over the beach at the seme places
the night before. And then, lo and behold, there were twe more dripping trees
both in flower and I had no difficulty in identifying them as savonette Jjoune

(Lmnggcurguahlhtitdliusj a plant I had first sesn and haa identified only a few
weeks previously, was lucky to have been given a second chance,

We waited a long time for the boats to come. Perhaps, we shuuld have walked
back instead for there was a heavy swell, the hent wage oppressive and the Jour-
ney back thoroughly unplensant, I could not enjoy the sight of the poui trees
in bloom as I had the previous day. I was glad to arrive back at Blonchisseuse,



One more observation is worthy of record, The hikers reported seeing two
cannonball tress (Courcupita puianensis) on the trail between Blanchisscuse

and Paria.

FIELD TRIP TO FLATANAL AND THE MATURL RIVER - 19 = 20 May 1979 (V,C. QUESNEL)

In February last year the club wvisited Pig Valk for the first time (sec¢ Trinidnd
Naturalist Vol 2 No 2). The spot is deep in virgin forest in the BSalibea Matura
aren and theugh we did not know its exoct loecation ocur guide had tcl? us it was
on the Matura River. I had pucked out a likely apot on the map and it seemed
slightly nearer to Platanel than to Matura, e decided to pgo this year from the
Platanal side, walking along the well-kept trace to the ridpge and then down o
ravine on the other side to the Mctura River, It locked ensy and stroightforwos
cn the map and a preliminary trip by David Roocks and myself in which we had gone
helf a mile or so beyond the ridge had shown it to be entirely feosible if not
the short cut it had seemed to be from the map. There were to be twe parties,
one leaving on Saturday 19th May and the other the following day. "' Lad
arranged for a guide to neet uo at Flatanal, .

Savid Rooks led the first party. 'hen they called for the puide he was i1l and
w'sy hed to proceed without a guide. En rcute to the ridge they sow jacamars
‘:i-lbula ruficauda) Mot-mots (momutus momota) yellow=-tails (Psorocolius decumanus'
Wanier (Colomba speciosn) and a,rork-~taited Kite (Elanoides TorTicnfun).  The
calls of Bell Birds (Proenins averaonc) filled the pir., After a 2 hour hike they
met a man who lived on an estate nearby whe invited them to spend the night ot
"is place so they went there to set up camp. The party then split into two, one
which stayed the night there and one, led by Neville Acham amd iichard ffronch,
which went off to find Fig Walk. This porty ecntered the Maotura iliver through
our of its tributaries as planned and explored ths river downstream until it was
Tite S0 set up camp for the night., The next morning they explored further down
“iresm to the junetion with ancther lorge river, This was probably the Quebraden
firant:, There was no sign of Fig 'lalk so they retraced their steps upstreanm.

= led the seccnd party whieh began the hike on Sunday morning. ile met David's
pgroup on their way home and continued over the ridge intc the Matura side to mec’
Tichard, Nevélle and other members of the Fig "alk search party. Ye followed th
cape tributary and just at the point where thin tributary joins mncther from the
7octh and turne South to form the Matura river the two groups met. This wos
“here 1 expected Fig "alk to be but the oren was unfamilinr and Neville ooaurad
"5 that Fig Talk was not downstream mo together we explored upstream a short W
This aren too was unfamiliar and the stream soon got far too small for it to Lo
the one flowing past the Fig "alk comp site. 'le concluded that Pig tlalk is not
on the Matura River but probably on the Salibea River, e returned home planning
another trip.

During their spell on the Matura River, TNichord saw no Pawi (which he was hoping
to sse) but he did mee Bright=-rumped .tillas (Ltilla spodiceus), Green Kingfichors
(Chloroceryle americana) and a Northern Yaterthrush (Seiurus novaborocensie)
which should have left Trinidad long apo on ite migration north, There were aled
Band-rumped Swifts (Chsetura spinicauda) bathing and drinking in the river and al
aohout ? Peme on the 19th a few oil birds (Steatornis caripensis) circled the

camp site. ;

During his wait for us on Sunday morning, David saw a short-tailed Pygmy Tyrant
{Hgiurni$ ecaudatus) a cocoa thrush (Turdus fumigntus) and many squirrels (Sgiuzn
gestuans) and the pug marks of Ocelot (Loopardus pardalis)end Armadille (Tatusin
nocvemeincta), Red Howler mnonkeys (Alountta insulanus) weie up an tie riégea =
in abundance howling their lungs out., I found several plants new to me and at
least one is a new record for the Island sc the evidence shows this part of the
country to be an area of abundant wild life and cutstnoind interests to the
naturalists, It is safe to predict that this visit will not be cur last teo
Planatal even though the root is nct a shert cut to Fig Vlalk,

Tailpisce: On the Sunday following this trip, Frankie Parrell anf I walked up the

Ric Seco and over the ridge into a tributary of the Salibea R iver. Time did not

permit us an exploration of the Salibea but we now know how to got there and we
can explore upstream if we want to continuc the search for Pig Walk.

-
1

Honorary Secretary- 6l Roberts St.-Woodbio k,P.0.8.~ Tele




