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BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB

uear Mcomber,

The Monogement Committee is very pleoscd with the continue-
-ed prowth of the Clud. However,for some time now,the Scerctoriot of
the Club hos been expuricncing some difficultics in serviecing ite more
than 400 mconmbLers.

This matter continues to Lo of sreot coneccrn t0 Thc
Menagement Committee and at its Scpteuber mceting it wos deeided,as
8 short-term relief mecasure to terminotce the monthly issue 2f the
Club's Newslctter. Until further notice, only the Quartcerly Julletin
will YBc issucd which will contein information about the Club's
activities for the followins three months. Althouch this deelsion
was conveyed to members attonding the Septomber Monthly Meeting,we
nevertheless opolosisc to thise members who were not at this mecting,
and to our new members for this helated cnnounccment,

The re-irsaniscotion of the Club's Secretoriaot is recelving

the -active attontion of the Manangsement Cooaittoc.

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITILS

¢ Qetsber 11 th - Monthly Meeting at the sudio-Visunl Raom
of 8t.Mory's Collepe ot 5.30 p.m.
Lecture "Evelution of Barly Mon ®

by Jr.Victor Quceencl
Oetober 28th - Fielld Trip to Mt.Cotharine,Chojunrcmas.
Leovins 8t.Mary's College,Tombroke St.at
7.302.m. and Choyville Cor Terk ot 8.00 o.m,
November 8th -~ Monthly Meceting ot Audlio-Visual Room of
St.Mory'e Collcee ot 5.30 pon.
Leeture “Some Trinided Jirda®
by Richor? ffronch
November 25th - Fiel Trip to Asa Uricht Neture Centre.
Leoving St.Mory's Collore,lembroke SBtroct
at 7.30 o.m. and Curcpe itounli-oLsout ot 8 ..

Members esrc rominded that Monthly Mectinge are held ot the nuhlawvlsuhl
Room of St.lMery's Collepe on the second Thurs'ay of cvery Month

(except Iiccember) at 5.30 p.m. Picld Excursisns oré helld on the

last Sunday of every munth cxcept Jccember whon no EXxcursiom is held,

1980 Irogramme of Activitics

Members arc invited $o5 submit T2 thoe Honorary Scerctory
susgestions for Lecturca anl Field Excursions for the consileration
of the Manaromcnt Comiittcc and possible inclusion in the 1980
Irocrammne 3f Activitics,as soon o8 poissible.



Field trip to Moruga Bouffe om 29th July 1979 _{V.C. Guosnel)

Toc some the trip to the Moruga Bouffe must have beun a fallures to octhers
it was an enjoyable cxperilence even though we did net find the bouffe. WNone of
us had been therc beforc and we had no gulde, but wo did have a large-scalc map
of thc ares. After crossing tho sceocond bridge un EBdwards Tracc woe consulted the
map and picked a spot for our trek through the forusts. Having parked our cars
we ‘procecded on foot about half a milc and came to another bridge where we found
a foded sign with direetions to the bouffc. We tried to follow these directions
but without success. On our last attompt we came to the edge of a large opening
in the forest but worc preventod from cxploring it by lack of time and tangled
Vines and dense stands of roscau palms on the periphery.

The real prize was the largest trec any of us had evir scene It was 3 silk
cotton (Ceiba pentandra) and as far as we could judge must have been a least 150 £t
tall. Enormous buttresses rosc from the ground to a height of about 30 £t and
the buge bole continued' on above, unbranched, for scores of foot = a truly
impreasive sight. Another surprise waa the prescnce of Mora trees in considarable
numbers. The Mors forests of Guayaguayare are well known but I did not realisec
that these forcats penetrated as far westwards as Moruga.

However, there is no doubt that the trip lost something of intersst in our
failure to find the bouffe. Thc open arca of mud is rcputed toe be about twe
heetares in uxtent and the cones to number ncarly 100. Thic must be a sight worth
sceing and we'will have to return sonme timc.

Ficld trip to Monos Island, 31 Augz - 2 Sept. 1979 (V.C. Qucsnel)

In 1964 the club vigited Monos twice and 3id much good work in recoording
the vegetation, the reptiles, the mosguitocs and the birde. The results were
published in the 1965 journal. On this occasion we hoped to continue the scarch
for reptiles, to look for thd oilbird cave reportcd on Hucvos and to rccord the
presence of such plants and birds as we were able to identify.

I missed tho first day of the camp but Hans Boos was kind cnough to piclk
mo up at the Island Homu Ownurs buasc on Sat. 18t Scpt. By that time he and his
group had already colleeted several ligards. I joined the others at Grand Fond
at about 9.30 A.M. The tertes were pitched among th. cral holee on a narrow atrip
of flat land in the shade of aecashore plants, thu mangrove Laguncularis racumosa
and the seaside mahoc (Thespesia populnesaj. Common Bmerald hunningbirds (Apnazilia
tobaci) were swirling around the flowers of a large Peltophorum ferrugincunm tree
where they tried to stake out territerial rights and therc were sounds of cther
bird life too. Tho provious evening 4 large and boautiful moth had been scen
hanging fromd an cmpty coccoon from which it had apparently rucently omerged. This
morning two 'of thom were clinging to another cocoon in a copulatory cobrace. They
renoined together until dusk. A search of the camp site revealed about a dozeh
morg cocoons, all empty, and two large, spiny caterpillars thnt we assuned wers
they larval form of the same moth. ,

Az I bad no tent to pitoch I was Bcon off with Hana Boos and a party of fivc
or six others to sec if we could find the o0ilbird cave on Huovos. We cruised
fairly slowly along the coast but none of the caves we saw scoped largo cnough to
house an oilbird colony. However, we were rovarded with the sight of frigztec birda
(Fregaota magnificuns ), pelicans (Pelecanus occidentalis), an osprey (Pandion
haliaﬂtusiaund a browa noddy (Anous stolidus) sitting on the wote?. Wo passed within
an oar's length of the noddy apnd it flew towards tne boat as though attempting to
alight on the gunwalc but but flcopped into the water. le thought it night be
injured and circled arcund in an attempt to cateh it but it tired of its gane with
us and flew off quite sirongly and sceomingly not at all injursd.

After lunch most of us explored the walley bohind Grand Tond. There was
water in the ravine but not much of it and there was no animal life in i¢. This
little strean must dry up completely in the lry season but is probably responsible
for the elements in the vegetation that are more typical of lowland forests than
of the deciduous forests of these offshore islands. Thus, therc was plenty of
roseau (Bactris spp.) and the spiny paln Desmoncus and also tho Mountain Rosc
(Brownea latifolia), White Olivier (Terminaliz obovata), the two heliccnias,
‘bihail and psittacorum, the chaconia and bois tatou (Rudgea frecmani) but thore
was also Tobage sandbox (Apeiba schomburgii) and Naked Indien (Bursera simaruba)
which prefer reletivoly dry arecas. The Tobago sandbox is the plent with fruit
like ses urchins.

Our planned search for frogs in the ravine after dark wes abandoned. Every-
one gcens to lack thue cnergy and occasional drizzles warned of rain in the night
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“50 wg stayed in canp 10 srganize adoquate shelter faf thw?¢ wit@igtftuntsé ¥ i}F€t¢
vory little and in tho mporning was awakened with a suarF by a fifj}ur ﬂré ;15 :ﬂ ng
oneg of ny fingers for sonething he shoull have for breakfast. Dirds were 3~rUiME]I
active and, wincc there was no print in trying 4u Ju h?ck e aleup, I took a stro s
nearby to sou what there wos, I was reowardel with o 3?:ht1§ﬁ of the furgL?ga trup?egl
varula (Parula pitiayumi) anl a fenale ruby-topaz humming bird. Th?s apociés lu?v?s
Trinidad af¥er breoding here in the dry soas:n and the latest datc in ffrench's book
for o sighting is 20th Ausgust. The Jdzte was 2nl Sept. which now beoomes the latest

date.

I spent nest of the corning exploring the dry hillsilde 4o thoe west with o
fow others. kost of the trees wero unidentifiable but we dild soe plenty of saltfish-
woof Lachacriun #SBinifoliun and sone oouis (Tatchuia spp)s Meanwhile, the reptile
hunters had becn busy again and had cowe up with new specics. In all, they fagnd
0 apecies of lizard ani une snalkey, the Boa cunstrictor. Tor the rogord the lizarls
were: Gonatodes vittatus, G. huneralis, G. cecilisc, Thecadaetylus rapicauda, Hemi-
dactylus br oki, Isguana igﬁana, Plica Eifcn, aveiva aneiva (the zandelic), Bachia
8p. ant Mabuys msbouya. .. very good effort indecd,

Miseing Unbrella (V. quesnel)

On the Platanal trip Richard ffrench lost an unbrella. Scae-one recovered
thia unbrella and told me about it but I ecannot renenber who it is. %Will ths finder
refurn the unbrella +o ne, Richard or Tan Lambic pleage,?

Interesting Notes from Lripo

On the Botany Group's last outing to the Aripo Savanna on on 164) SJocpte wo
founl several items of intorcat to zoolopistay a sightine of a  hitc-tnilol Tolden=
throat huncingbird (Polytmus suainumbi), & thitu-nucked Jacobin {Flerisusn nellivora)
feeding at the flowers of The yellow manguc (Symplionia Jdobulifera), = zavanna hawic,
two Bufe granulosus, one at the entrance to a burrow and the only Cnenidaphorus
lemniscatus ilizardé that I have seen that was not on or noar o sandy beach. .also
& 0ipd tho goked 11
we found ne g,

1ke a snipe flew off in ecircunstances suifresting neating but

1

i Ian Loabic
29th Septomber,1979 Honsrory Scerctory

Honoresry Scerctary
64 Roberts Stroct,

wuBiuraok, 1.0.3,
Telephone - 62 /23697



QUAL  ‘kraY BULLETIN - DECEMBER, IS79

Dear Member,
You are isvited to attend the Annual General !Meeting of the

Ciub to be held at the Audio-Visual Room of §t. Mary's College on Thursday
I0th January, IS80 at 5.30 p.m.

ATENRDRA

L. CONFIRMATION OF MINGIES.

2. BUSINESS ARISIHG OUT OF MINUTES.
3. HOYORARY SECRETARY'Y RUPORT - I979
{., HONORARY TREASURER'S REPORT ~IS73
5. ELECTION CF OFFICER FOR I%810

Gy, CTHER -BUSINESS.

TH: CLUR'S SECRETARIAT

as. you may recall, that in I977 the Honorary Secretary stated that
ha will not e saeking re- sigebiosn to the post at the I980 A.G.M.
He thus gave tae Club threz years to find a new Honorary Sccretary.
-~ At a recent meesting of the Manajoment Committee of the Club certain
preposals were accgpted Jor the re-organisation of the Secretariat
to involie morc mombers and thus take some of the pressure off the
Honorary Sacretary.
Thesc proposals includad an Rasistant Secretary to preparc minutes
and 2 pasel of members to aszist in the preparation and mailing of
the more than 400 clrcularz. In addition the Committee had previously
tezken a decision to iszue only the Quarterly Bulletion and to suspend
the monthly notices to members.
The Club is now inviting nominees for the posts of Honorary Secretary.,
Hﬂnﬁrary Assistant Secretazy anéd volunteers to assist in the secretarial
“functions mentioned. Can yon assist?

YIZLL EXCURSION - JANUARY, I580

The Club through its repressntative on the Save our Savannah committce
has oeen agitating for the adeguates management and maintenance of the
gueen's Park Savannah and the Botanical Gardens.

On Sunday, 27th January, we will Lo wvisiting the Botanical Gardens
not only to view the botanical specimens therein but also to "inspect"
the area, & visit will =lso be made to the Emperor Valley Zoo where
the group will be conducted on tour Ly the Curator, Mr. Hans Boos.
Mecting £.02 a.m. at the western onirance to Cardens.



FPield trip to North Oropouche on 30th Sept. 1973 (V.C. Gusnel)

The purpose of this trip was to see the WASA installations on tha‘ﬂrupuucha
River and to learn something of the project. Mr Lester ?grd, engineer in charge
of major projects at WASA, was on hand to tell us about it. One eof the surprises
of hie address was the revelation thatl the scheme is not a WASA scheme tbough_
WASA will have to operate it when.commissioned. It arcse ocut of a demonstrailon
of the Cascade residents in front of Whitehall some 1wo yeoars ago and is the
Prime Mininter's response to their demand for water (which just shows what a little
demonstration can achieve). There is no dam. A weir sbout = metre high was built
45 raise the water level and a "bay" dug out of the bank a fow matres upsiream.
The intakes of five pumps dip into the water in the bey and water will be pumped
from the river to treatment and storage tanks on a nearby hill for distribution.
Each pump can deliver 5 million gallons of water a day but thuy will never gll be
in operaticn at the same %time. Starting with twe the number in operation will be
inereased with time to a maximum of four. Minimum dry season flow in the stream
ig 25 to 30 million gallons a day =0 the operstion of this plant will greatly
alter the amount of water flowing downstream from this point. [he project should
have become operative by the end of 1379,

Qur tour of the arca was over by about mid-day. ITrom thore a snall group
went off to wisit the Aripo savannas.

Field trip to Morne Catherine on 28th October 1579 (V.Ce GQuesnel)

Qur trip to Morne Catherine in January 1977 made a decp impression on me
because of the spectacular Tloweéring of so many specics of the family Convolvulaccos
(the sweet potato family). On this trip in Qotober 1979 the mountain displayed a
more sombre mood. There were far fewer plant in bleom and the weather was not as
bright and invigorating as on that memorable trip two yuars ago. Weverthele
there was still much to see. Here I stick to the more scientific aspects; a
chattier account has been written for Trinidad Haturalist.

The following plants were in flower: Bloodwood (Croton gpsaypifolium},
Centropogon surinamensis, Duguena hirsuta, Cnidescolus urcns (& very polsonous
member of the family Euphorbiaceac), Heliconis hirsuta, Dioclea guianensis,
Marants gibba, Stromanthe tonckat, Solanum lanceifolium, Mandevilla subsagittata,
Palicourea crocci, Pesychotria uliginoss, HMonotagma spicata, Kholeria sp. and
various wesds and other unidentified plants.

Apparertly most members took the left hand branch at the second fork in the
road and got to the peak with & stecl maat and a disused hut. This ia not Morne
Catherine. To get to Morne Catherine you must take the right hand branch at the
sccond fork. When we evéntually got there Frankiec Farrell and mysclf also took
the left hand branch knowing full well where we were going. There I found a
plant of the family Rubiacuas which I could not ricognize. It is apparently a new
record for Trinidad and is still unidentified. Frankie pointed out te me another
plant he thought might e & '""Rube" which we eollected. It turned out later to
be fuiing gulsnersis (not a "rube") and ie imporfant bucausc it has not been
collected in Trinidad for over 100 years.

Juliua Hoos made & collection of butterflics and turned in & report to me.
His collection included the Echo (T etis ccho the rsrc large white night
Euptychia calpurnia), the lady slipper (Pierclla hyalinus), the rarc bluc transpam
Acria Eurim&ﬂiaﬁ, the rarc tiger (Heliconius athi{iuai, the rarc bamboo pagc
EFhi:aethria dido), the Grecian shoemaker (Catonephile numilia), the banded shoco-
maker (Propona meander), the rusty tipped page (Mctamorpha cpaphus) which up to
four or five ycars ago was quits rare though it is now common (why?), Adclpha lara,
t he Emperor, the purple mort bleu (Eryphanis polyxena) and the blue backed blue
(Mithras hemon). There werc others that are not recorded here and others secn but
not caught. It is quite a liast and shows what dedication can do.

Although we hiard re howler monkeys early in the trip we never sot closc
cnough 10 see any.

Figld trip to the Asa Wright Nature Centre on 25th Nov. 1979 (V.C. tuesncl)

This trip took place on & very wet day. While we waited for the weather to
clear Ian Lambie gave an illustrated lecoturc on ¢ilbirds with particular reforcrice
to those at tho contre. The colony there has inereased remarkably ovor tho past
fifteen years owing to efficient protcotion and the provision of artifieial
neating sites. Yhen the rein abated somewhat we visited the gorge whorce the oil-
birds nest. Theee birds are now so accustomed to vigitors that they no longer
fly about with sar-splitting shrieka and squawks when peoplce arrive. Beocause aof
this and the relatively bright conditions of this site we were a2ble to obtain s
good view of these large and truly magnificent birds,




Wi were back st the housc by mid-day and 38 many people had bewn soaked by
the rain they roturned home scon after lunch. Some stayoed onm = while longer but
ag the weather did not improve much they 100 were sooh goOnd.

The Quarterly Bulletin (V.C. ‘uesnel)

Hi folke. This guarterly bulletin is only supposcd to he edited by me nod
to be completely written by me. How about furning in chort notus of your obsorvation
pri fiald trips or on any items of interest to us that you may come upon in your
reading,. Don't press your luck:; I might 2o on strike too.

The journal (V.C. Yuesnel)

Cur journal for 1979 - 1980 has st last becn printed and one copy will bo
given to cach member. Unfortunately, by error, the date 1978~ 1979 appears on the
cover instead of 1979 - 1980. What we will do about this I don't know yet but
assuming we try to publish thc next one on schedule I will necd to start geotting
papers by July 1980. Scientific papers sometimes take a long time to write so
those who intend writing scmething should start writing nows I have alroady
roceived asssurances of the following:s A key to the sharks of Trinidad by J.S. Kenny,
The biology of the guava by J. Duncan, (both of these are asimed at the needs of
students at 0 and A level), a report on the turtlc project (by Ian Lambic?),
butterfly life histories by J. Doos, historical notee on water resources by David
Rooks, the flowering behaviour of some Trinided plants by V. tuesnel. I would like
to have a lot more short notes from membera on interesting observations that they
may have made and which are worth recording even if not part os a larger study.

For instance, David Rooks and a small party woere recontly shown a cave near Paria
vhich houses slarge and previcusly unreporied colony of ocilbirds., I would like
io have a desecription of the cave, its location and an estimate of the number of
birds in the coleony. If people Teel that thelr observations ara not important
enough to write up at least they should inform mo so that I havo the epiicn of writin
a note for the Quarterly Bulletin. Later on, the more ipportant of these ocould
te bBrought togethor for the journal. B¢ pitsh in an help mako the journal a

tris exprossion of membere' work and intercets. Can I persuade anyone to study
any of the types used in biology teaching at 0 or A level? Can't someonc or a
group study our local erapaud (Dufo marinus) or the large local snail (whose namg
I don't know) and write up the results in three or four years time? Anyone
interested please sea me.

Special Interest Groups (V.C. Juesnil)

At the beginning of a new year and 2 new decada I take this opportunity of
renminding everyone of the spedial interest groups within the club. The Conservaiion
Committee which is the oldest of them is rather different from the others minco it
ie concerned with identifying issues on which the club should tekeé action and
with developing polisy. Those interested in its work should contact Dr Julian
kenny or Mr David Rooka. Two other groups are alive and well and hold remular
mestings. Thess are thu Botany Group and the Photography Group. The Botany Group
visits the Aripo Savanna every mownth Where its members are studyins the orchid,
Cyrtopodium broadwayi. It is developing other projects too - a study of bladderworts
and a plant geography project. Those interested in thesc projects should mest
with me half mh hour before the start of the ACM ie 5 pm on 10th Jan. 1980, at St
Mary's College of course. Those interested in nature photography should contact
Philip Eeliamy. A Tutterfly Group was formed and began work but the departure of
Edward Rocks to study abroad has removed on of its enthusiastic membera. Julius
Boos is still mctively at work on butterflies and anyone intercst in this should
contact him.

I am not sure whether a Herpetology Group is functioning. If not, I sugpgest
that one be constituted and taks over the turtle project. The turtle project has
been running for about fifteend s d it was the succesa of this project that led to
the formation of the special interest groups.

I would like %0 swe other groups formed: a Mammal Group, a Bird Group, a
Marine Life Group, & Freshwater fish Group, an Ecology Group and possibly oven a
Sga-shore group. The possibilitica. for stuly ore endless; other people envy ocur
oportunities. Let us make use of them. '
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Pl JANUARY - Ficld Trip to Botanical Cardens and Zmperor Valley Zoo.leet

r

.00 a.n. 2t the WRstern Entrarce to Gardons.
4tn FEBRUARY~ "Some Trinidad Butterflies" - Julius Boos
St. Mary's College ~ 5,30 pan.

decn FEBRUARY- Visit %o Moruga Bouff. Leaving S5t. Hary's

College, Pombioko Strect at 7.00 a.n.
i 2P MARCH - "Life in the world of bromeliads® -~ Professor J.5. Kenny
Jod=n VARG - "EL-TUCUCHE" Leaving 5t. Mary's College Pembroke Strast

gt 6-00 a.w, stopping bricfly at George Zarl Park, St.

Jogsaeph at £.30 a.xn.

Isn Lambie

Hdonorary Sacrotary.
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