THE FIELD NATURALIST

BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FIELD NATURALIST CLUB

FINET AUARTER OF 1088
e

You are invited to attend the Annual Ceneral Meetine of the clut to be held in

the Audio~Visual Room of St, Marv's Collere on Thursdav Januarv 14, 1992 at 5,3Mm,m,
ACENMDA
W
1, Confirmation of the Minutes of the last A" M,
2, Pusiness arising out of the “Minutes
3, VYonorary Secretarv's Renort for 1927
4, Tonorary Treasurer's Renort for 1987
5. Election of officers for 199°
* 6, Confirmation of Proposed Tncrease in Annual Suhscrintion
7. Other Rusiness Arisine,
* In accordance with Pules 21 and 23 the Management Committee proposes increasaes
in the Fntrance Fees and Annual Subscrintion, effective irmediately, and herehv
request confirmation, The nronosed increases are = Ordinarv Membera ¢15,M0
Entrance Fee and 530,00 annual subscrintion: Junior Members nav no Fntrance ‘ee,

Annual subscription $15,00, This has become necessary so that we could meat
our normal recurrent exnenses,

Vou are also invited to attend the monthly meetings to he held on Thursdavs
Februaryllth and March 19th 1988 at the same time and nlace as above stated:-

AGENDA
L, Confirmation of the Minutes
2, Business arisine out of the “Minutes
3. Announcements
4, Exhibits and Miscellaneous YNotes
5. Other Rusiness
6. Lecture

LECTUR®RES: Feb, 11th - "A Viait to the Tslands of the South Pacific"
by Dr, Michael Camns

Mar, 10th - "The Placid Cranaud" by Dr, Victor Nuesnel

FIELD TRIPS: Jan, 31st - LA LAJA WATERFALL, (leave 7NS 7,90 a,m,)
Feb, 28th - “0ORUGA ROUTFE  (Leave POS 6,79 A M)

Mar, 27th = CUAGUARAMAT, (Leave PN 4,99 a,m.)

ESPECIALLY FOR MNPV MEMRVRS

What to expect from the Club and what the Club exnects of vou

1, The Club has monthly lectures/meetines and outines which vou are invited to
attend, Then on outings members are required to obsaerve the nhiectives of the
Club, especially in the conservation of Wature and natural resources which of
course demands that the survoundings be left as intact and as clean as nossihle,
All garbage should be taken back with vou to he disnosed of and not laft for other
nembers toc have to collect, No musical instruments should he hrousht on field
trips to the forests - on these trips we want to listen to the music of nature,
Young children will be allowed onlv if accomnanied bv marents or euardians,

Every member should brine alon~ hig or her basic fequirements for the dav i.e,
water and food, k

2. Nuarterlv bulletins are sent to all financial memhers, The annual subsgerintion
becomes due and payable in Januarv,

3. Biennially you will receive 2 conv of the Cluh's Journal 'Livine "orld?,



VISIT TG TOBAGO 26th to 28th JUNE 1987 hv Glenn Willkes

(With the Secretary's apologies to Glenn for the late recoﬁﬁing of hiq-account§

A total of 20 mermbers (plus one spouse) mpdﬂ the trin with two travellines hv air
and the remainder by boat, TFive vahicles and two kavaks accompanied those tra-
.velling by boat, After a calm crossing on the M,V, "TNBAGO", w2 arrived at
Scarborough and headed to Grafton Fstate, Apart from two hedrooms, we had the

use of the entire house and its facilities, and for this we are extremely ecrate-
ful to the. owners, After a brief dlscussion on Fridav night, the decision was
made to go to the Castara - Mt, Dillon area on Saturdav, "a left Crafton nromntlvy
at 7,39 an after enjoying the dawn feeding of the nemerous birds, and took the
scenic but rough Les foteaux - folden Lane road, T2 narled at the hichest noint
on the Northside road overlooking Castara, and set off alone the ridee, soon doinine
the bridle track that leads east and later north to Castara, The entire arca is

2 hikers dream, with scenic views anﬂ is rich in flora and Fauna. nfortunatels
the visit to Tobago suffered from a shortase of knowledeeable membersg, and on this
walk Svlvia Vacal was an early casu“.ty 0€ the "stiff" Tobaeo hills, After a
short pause at the junction with the Hillshnroush trac’ (84m,n.) the eroun snlit un
with some members (mostly car ‘drivers) returning to the cars, some continuine dovm-

1111 to Castara, and three continuine on to Mt, Dillon. Tortunately for the ner-

severing three, the trail to Mt, Dillon had been recentlv cleared and blazed bv
Lands and Surveys and we had no difficulty in reachine the neak, about 35 minnutes
after leaving the junction, Fortunately there was no evidence of the bush fires
that David Rooks had described in the Millshoroush area to the Snuth. Ve ware

all later reunited at Castara for a sea bath, after which me wbnrs returned via
various routes, includine the sea (who else?) to Grafton,

Sunday's activities were not as oreanized and suffered from a late start (Aue to
non-naturalist nocturnal activities of some members at the Crown Reaf Disco!)
Eventually we drove down to Bon Accord Lagoon and then snlit un, soma vigitine

Fort James and the Franklyn water wheel, three kavaking out to snorkel on the

reef and others going to Piceon Point, From our ohservations on the reef, T
believe that to some extent, the imnression of destruction on the reef mav he »artle
due to the *nqdeﬂcy of the tour nperators to denosit visitors in areas where the
coral is broken and easier to walk on., Ve were able to dive in a relativelv unsnoilt
area quite cleose to a tour group, . At Pigeon Point there was a “"1ive'" demonstration
of Shiatsu massage by Wayne Vee Mon,. though T'm not.certain if members warn't

more interested in the twe "patients” than the techniaues., T.ater members visitad
the museum at Mt Trvine, The eroun retuvrned to Trinidad at ahout 4,00 a,m, on
Mondayv,

I think it would be well worth reneating a visit tn the Castaraz - Mt, Diilon

area, which apparantly is unfamiliar to the knowledeeahle members, including our
two Tobago residents. I suspect they would all find that ALL the action is NOT
at Charlotteville B -——_

Members Taking Part in the Trip

Ralph Rennett "~ Linda Ahwai felwryn Gomes Allison Rennett
Richard Wallace Meil Rirbal Judv-Ann Rennett Trevor MMaunday
Anne-Marie Scott T Muriel Pierre ) Pobert Sturce ‘Deter Yowlessar
Luzia Ayoung Shameena Gafoor=-Mata Sylvia Vacal ' Maureen Craham
Hairoon Hussain A Yayne Vee “on® ‘Frnest Paland® Glenn "ilkesg*
(*know all trails including Mt, Dillon) (( Snpouse - Cvril Mata))

FICLD TRIP TO CHACACHACART ISLAND 22nd tn 23rd Auoust 1987 - Tranltie Warrell

There were thirty members taking nart in this trin. Most of the Dartv came on a
motor-boat ‘provided bv the TInstitute of Marine Affairg, A few others made their
way by own arrangements,

The camp was set un at the usual small bav which for want n‘ a2 better name T shall
call Manchineel Bav because of the numerous manchineel trees (FIPPAMANT MANCTNTTTAY
that grow there, Not longz after the tents weare set un a shower ~f rain came much
to the detriment of those who had unfortunatelwv erected their tents richt in the
course of the water runnine off from a small vallev further inland from the hav,
Even if they had dug channels around their tents to drain the water awav the velume
was such that thev might still have heen inundated, However it was proved con-
clusively again, as hanpened on nrevious trins, that neonle who shelter under
manchineel trees during rain are not blistered by the rain water dripnine ~ff from
them, Members were however warnad of the corrosive mature of the white latex of
these trees especinlly in the fruit which ware nlentiful on the trees an? nn the
ground,

.



The most consnicous tree .observesd was the savenstte (LONCFNCARDIIE PINOTATIIC)

Apparently this trip wag timed to cofncide with rha Fflowering norléﬁ'ﬁk this tree
“which is not long and it was Fnterestine to see how plentd ful 1t was, Tt was

observed not only onlv on Chacachacare hut also on the way to our destination on

the Westor“ -enlnqula and the 1qlance OF Monos and Huevos,

I explored a watn‘leadinp from the camn tn the abandoned lener settlement.
.nnparontlv this ie puarded by tha Pegiment and no one iz alleowed to oo through,
This is unfortunate because there are raths from there leading to the eastern
part of the island which has not been visited as far as T know, by renbers of our
Club. The area might be well worth visiting, ' -

Mlone the sides of the nathwav I ohserved the Lol]owiné 61ants:,$ilk'€ctton (CrImA
”’PEXT“VD?A¥ Asave Son,, wild sace (LANTANA CAMAPA), saltfish wnod (MACHAERTIMM
“”PIﬂL T, ) Solanum Spp., a bromeliad (nroHablv PRAVTQTt\ lanpue boef (SANCTVITERTA
RQIFEO?A),'FU*UOPDTA TTRUCALLT, black sage (FOR“TA ”H”A°QAVT"‘) .prinea mosa
v(CEIDQ%COLVO URFNS) 2and variocus cacti namelv rachette (O”UVTTA Son), ‘nioht
blooming cereus ’HVLﬂ"““"UC LEMATRET) and an eight ridped cvlfndrical cactus which
T have ot jdentifie ad., o

I regret not 11av:’_nn rece*veﬂ a list of th@ hirds chaerved and Mans Roos renorte!
to me that he nbserved nothing new in the ]1”9r4 nopulation which has heen well
described in orevieus reports,:

»

FIILD TRIP TO FIG WALE ON Sentember 27, 1987 (¥, Ouesnel)

This trip to Flp.Walk was the first wet-season trip to the area that we have
attempted. The path was sliprery and water levels in the.rivers much hicher than
usual, In fact, no part of the Rin Seco was dry and walkine up it.was therefore more
difficult than usual. Tn addition to these causes of delay one eroun tnok a wrone
‘turn and went un a small tributarv of the Rin feco and had to return, It had bheen
so long since our previous visit that I could not immedfatelv find the nath "over
‘the hump" thdt cuts off a bend in'the river where the waterfall is and thouch T
did eventually find it we were late in petting to the "normallv" drv part of the
Rio feco. Memory again played tricks on me when we oot to the nMc0 where T
’thought we ghould leave the Rin Seco to cross over to tho Salybia Piver and this
esulted in another delav, In fact, when I eventua}lv found the richt crossine
over point it was ton late to proceed and we dociéed to re-echodule the trin for the
next dry secason when, with the present exmerience fresh in our mindq, we would he
able to do the trip more quickly and attain our ob;ectiﬁe. Ry this time most of
the party had already turned back, : o

On our return to the narked cars some of us had an interesting conversation with
one of the nearby residents who told us of another vay to et to Fip Valk and of
lots of trees along the way which from his descrintion and his name for them

seemed to be the feaside Mahoe. To Trankie Tarrell‘and I this seemed verv strange
and we decided that on the next occasion our informant ghnuld act as a guide alone
the new route especially as he seemed knowledpeable about the game animals in the
area, So, although this outing providad nothine-of anv real bicloneical interest
we 1ook forward to better rewards from the next one.

FIELD TRIP TO TRINITY UILLQ OM 25th October 10?7 (V. Nuesnel)

A ¢arge party turned un for this trip and as on the nravious month's trin to Fie
Walk we had trouble The trail from its starting noint near the saman tree wasg
OVergrown and 1ﬁdistinct and soon disanpeared comnletelv, Ve explored another
route ‘along a nedrby ridge which turned out to he slightlv rcasier and eventuallv
joined the original trail where it was reasonablv well defined, Ty this tire it
was after noon and many persons had already turned back, A small eroun nushed

' '4n but soon came to a steen, very overgrovm part of the trail where nrogress was

.80 slow and difficult that we decided to abandon the attemnt, Tt is clear that
this trail has not Jbeen in use for some time (it is six vears since our previous
trip in February lQWl) and that a lot of clearing would have to be done to make
it usable again,

_Tn spite of the date there was no. rain until the verv end, On the nrevinus trin
in .the middle of the drv season there was rain from start to FinicH anﬁ we were
all thoroughly soaked by the.end of it. 3

Luisa Zuniaga
Honorary Secretary . : . :
.1 Errol Park Road c : . e : .
et, Ann's ' =

December 29, 1587,



