THE FIELD NATURALIST

BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FIELD NATURALIST CLUB

FOURTH QUARTER OF 1289

Dear Member

Tou are invited to attend the monthly meetincs to be held on Thursdays

October 1lith and November 9th 1989 at 5,30 n.m. at the Audio~Visual Room

of St. “ary's ollege, Port of Spain. Also the field trips as follows:-
A o ™

AGENDA

I Confirmation of the Minutes

2 Business arising out of the Minutes
3 Announcements

4 Exhibits and Miscellaneous lotes

5 Other Business

5 Lecture

LECTURESES

October 12th - The Contribution of Sociology to Bnvironmental
?rotection by Prof. . Cain

November 9th - The Plant Disease Doctor, The Farmer and
the Naturalist by Dr, F. Elango

FFIELD TRTIPS

Octouer 29th =~ {eliis Reservoilr - Leave IOS at 7.00 a.m.

Novembe%5£6th - Monos Island (Camp)

DECEMBER - As customary we have no organized activity for
this wonth but we normally have a Christmas Party - Are we
havinj one this year and what form and time - please come
prepared to discuss.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION from Johamna Darlington, c/o Mrs. Yasmin Comeau
- ’ B
National Herbarium of T & T.,
Dest. of Plant Science & Biochemistry, UWI

I 2um preparing a bibliogranhy of caves in Trinidad and Tohago and the

animals that liva in them. While reading up old papers I have come across
references to a number of caves that are unknown to me. I wonder if any
F,N.C. members are fariliar with these caves and can tell wme where and how
to "find them? he names of the caves are:-

Diego 'lartin - Casti Cave, La Soconosco Cave, La Tountaine Cave.
daraval - Paramin Cave and Perseverence Cave,

Lavantille Cave - said to be used as a rubbish tip

santa Cruz = Soconusco Cave

Zagaya Cave near Grande Riviere

There are also a couple of man-made caves:-—
Arima-3lanchisseuse Road = gold mine shaft

Caura Valley = mine shaft (distinct from the natural cave or Jumbie
Hole that I 4o know about).

If anyone has ever collected animals in any Trinidad or Tobapo cave and

had them identified (or still has the specimens) nlease will you write
and tell me about it? :

VISIT T? GUADELOU?PE, August 1 - 15, 1989 by Caroline Chaboo

e

I spent two weeks in Guadeloupe acting as Field Assistant to Johanna
Darlington, who was making a survey of the termites at the invitation of the
Institut dational de la Recherche Agronomique, This enabtled me to seae a lot
in a short ime. Guadeloupe is really two islands senarated by a narrow



channel, which form a butterfly shape. The two are very different in
geology, topograpny and vezetation, Crande Terre on the east is composed
of coral limestone and is low-lyins, but has imany steep scarps and guilies
called "fonds'". The wegetation, where it has not been cleared, is dry
woadland or scrub but much of it has been converted into poor grassland or
Crops.

Basse~Terre on the west is volcanic and rises steeply to nearly 1500 m.

There are at least six vegetation tynes ranging from <dry scrub at seca level

to very wet at high altitude, with rainfall of up to 3 m per year. On the
hizhest peaks such as the Soufriere volcanc the vegetation consists mainly

of bromeliads, lichens, short ferns and mosses, none of them more than 1 m hizh,
Below the tree line the rain forest lives up to its name and is loaded with
erirhytes and crowded with sraceful tree ferns. The stespness of the slones
produces spactacular scenery, with hish waterfalls and clear, cold rivers
rushing through gorgzes and amone giant boulders, Most of Basse-Terre is a
huge national park, with well-maintained roads and long-distance walking
tracks, Zxcellent maps and ~uidebooks are available in the Forest Houses
(tourist centras) and the whole park iis remarkably clean and fres from rub-
bish and litter,. The greatest boon of all was that we were assured it was
perfactly safe for two women to walk anywhere alone - unlike Trinidad in

these dangerous times. The fauna is restricted, as you would expect on an
cceanic island, with only six mammals, one snake, a few lizards and 12 species
of frogs. The Hercules bheetle (also found in Trinidad) is a protected
species in Guadeloupe,

Guadeloupe has one of the bLest National Park systems in the Caribhean, This
is not surprisinc when one realizes that neonle like Yves Renard, the presi-
dent of the Caribbean Conservation Association, were heavily involved in
setting up the system. The results they have achieved are most impressive,
and we in Trinidad {(for 21l our greater diversity and resources) could learn
a great deal from their example.

Addendum. The above was written hHefore hurrican Hugo devastated Guadeloupe
on the night of 156~17 September 1539,

FIELD TRIP? TO LITTLL TOBAGOD March 27th to 29th - Frankie Farrell

In the Third Quarter 3ulletins of 1989 Paul Christopher and Caroline Chaboo
zave their account of the bird life on Little Tobago. (It has just come

to the Secretary's notice that the trip was listed as Yay 27-29 - it should
have read as above March 27-29th 1989) The following account is concerned
mainly witn the plant life of the island, I am indebted to Caroline Chaboo
who, while observing the bird life also collected more of the plant specimens
than I thought f£it to collect.

On the trip over in the ferry I must mention, however, that Bob Browne ob-
served a Wilson's Storm Petrel (OCEANITES OCEANIEUS). This is interesting
because Richard ffrench has not observed one Lut mentions it as a possible
visitor to this area.

I observed nothing outstanding at Speyside where we slept on the firest day
of the trip but Little Tobazo was full of interest. Tobago, the vepetation
of which has considerable resemblance to Trinidad's, had seasonal forests.
lfost of the areas where they grew have been converted into cultivated areas
and a reconstruction of the types of forest that formerly grew there can only
be made.fran.the.dtavee relics of the forest that are still to be foundd
Little Tobazo has the only remaining example, of one of the types of seasonal
forest, deciduous seasonal forest, that formerly existed in Tobago.

Little Tobago's rainfall is at the lower limit and it has a s@¥ere dry
season lastin~ about five months, The seolovical formation is composed of
irmeous rock and the overlying soil is very shallow, Under these conditions
only a deciduous seasonal forest is possible., The forest has two layers:
an upper oven and a lower closed layer. The upper layer ranges hatween 30
and 40 feet and the lower “etween 10 and 20. The upper layer is almost
entirely deciduous in the dry season whita the lower remains evergreen. At
the time of this visit the rainy season had not yet started and as a conse-
quence it was not easy to identify the leafless upper story trees. I did see,
however, the palm COCOTHRINMAX BARBADENSIS, which constitutes about 30 percent
of this layer, Other trees observed were Naked Indian (BURSERA SIMARUBA),
Parrot Apple (CLUSIA SPP) and two other trees, which are not menticned in
Baird's Ecological Manograph on the Natyral Vegetation of Tobagzo, namely:
Palmiste (ROYSTONIA OLERACEA) and CASEAPEA SPP., the latter in full flower.
mfortunately neither Caroline nor myse$ paid much attention to the lower
storv. Apparently the only plant T regi®-onised was CASSIA BACILLARIS ans
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and Caroline collected (OURATEA GUILDINGII), Dhoth of which are included in
the list «iven below, The extrasrdinary feature of this forest is that

the ground vegetation is almost ‘xc1u31vely made up of an Anthurium, Baird
zives this species as HOOKERI bhut the flora indicates that this species grows
as an spiphyte on trees and the species JENMANII grows on the ground,

However a few cof the anthuriums wer:z seen growing on the trees.

Besides the membars of the forest mentioned above a number of shrubs and
herbs were found and collected, The list is as follows:-

POLYPODIACEAE: Adiantum Spp., Hemionitis palmata, & Vittaria lineata

SOLONACEAs: Cestrum g}tenifoleum var, Pendulinun & Cansicum baccatum

OCHNACEAY: Quratea yuildingii

PORTULACACEAE: Xalinum paniculatum

LEGUMINOSAE: Abrus precatoria, Canavalia maritima & Cassia bacillaris
OXALIDACEAR: Oxalis frutescens

MALVACEAE: Ialvastrum americanum
SLUMBAGINACEAE: Plumbasoe scandens

AMARANTACEAE: Alternanthera ingramiana
RUBIACEAE: Erithalis fruticosa
COMPOSITAL: Vernonia scorpioides

ACANTHACEAE: Aphelandra pulcheprima

LORANTHACEAE: ¥Phoradendron trinervium

EUPHORBIACEAE: Trasia volubilis

BROMELIACEAE: Bromelia Spp.

CACTACEAL: Cephalocereus Syp  (Thre» other unidentified cacti)

POLYGANACEAZ: Antizonon leptopus

AGAVACEAK: Probably a Fureraea Dbut not positively ildentified
ORCHIDACEAZ: Diacrinum bicornutum

The virgin orchid seemed to be the only orchid crowing on the isiand., It
was in full flower and was very »lentiful. Two of the threc unidentified
cacti could very well be two cacti mentioned by Bairl in his “onograph,
nemely HYLOCEREUS LEMAIREI and the Turk's Cap cactus (CACTUS BROADWAYI).

On reachins one of the highest points »f the island I saw a bird on the
sround which did not seem too rwuch disturhed by my nresence hut moved away
on the uround reluctantly as I approached. On descrilbing it te Paul he
said it was most likely a nizhtjar.

CONSERVATION IN ACTION

The Clul's Conservation in Action Committes studies environmental conser-
vation issues of concern to the Club, narticularly those about which the
Club is expected to make a meanin~ful comment. Such issuss have included
wildlife comservation, toxic waste, forest fire, environmental pollution,
water manaement, long-line fishing and more recently lead poisoning.

Jdonthly neetini's are every Tuesday following the Clul's monthly meeting
(i.¢, Tuesday 17th October and 14 November, etc.) at 6 ».m. Inquiries as
to the venue can e Adirected to John Seyjacat at the Zoo, Tel: 622-3530,

All Club members who wish to participate are welcome. If you do not wisn
to varticipate on a regular Lasis Lut wish to make a specific contribution
related to your expertise/expericace, please let us know,

On October 17 the committee will concentrate on ''Chemicals in the
Environuent” (pesticides, herlicides, fertilizers).

NEW RULES/RECULATIONS FOR THE CLUB
It is »nro.osed to lesally comstitute the Trinidad and Tobago Field
liaturalists' Club, which to date is an informal grouping.

In connection with this, the rules an” reculations of the Club are being
reviewed, with the intention of subuittin; a draft of new rules and
rerulatinons to the peneral membershion,
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Once past the col T locked Fop a »articular plant of the family “falastoacenc
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L was out of luck, I di3 fiad sore gpecimens (not naarly as mnany as have
been there in the past) but none was in flower, thouzh flower buls had Jevel~
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" TRIE 70 TOINITY MILLS 07 30TH JULY 1989 (V. C. uesnsl)

J2 had the same ‘ficulty on this trip as we had on the srevious trip to
Trinity Hills, the inability to fiad the correct startine noine, Clenn
dilkes and Dave Ramnaripe who were scouting the trail did fin: the corract
22tl threush a sereen of Lalisier and followed the trail without 4ifficuley
sut they did not eut 2way the balisisr from the spot where the trail “ranches
off from the oilfield road, Consequently, wo could find no sinn of their
2ssaze. All of the scarching togather with a slow tris from Port of Spain
tus of most of the worning,  When we finally took‘the

to Luayauayare robdle?
trail that we had used on the last oceasion we did not even ret to the ridec

bafore anst memlers daeiied to turn back, This decision wa; also influenged
Ly the facr that many mewbers of a group of German students that accomzanied

us were suffering from Jet lag and found the colag too strenuous, : |

There was little of bicleyical interest, Very few slants wers in flower an
few Lirds ware heard Or seen, One person a&warentl& saw canuchin monke?s“»
and I saw one fron of the g7 es Phrynahyaé‘znnata. I was surérised 'by
this fiﬂﬂiﬂﬁ, 2erhaps bLecause this was mvh?ifgfwgﬁgbunter with ;f in south
Trinidad, on returnings home I cnnsulted—Julian Kenny's publicatinnunf‘tHQ
fro.s of Trinida: and found the Eollowing: "Distri%uficn: Presumeé‘ﬁo.be ~
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Luisa Zuniaga

Houorary Seeretary

1 Errol park coad; St. Ann's
Dctober Ay 1949,



